
Karen Pavliscak brings a lifelong love of horses and a strong commitment to education, 
environmental stewardship, and community-building to her role on the Los Angeles Equine 
Advisory Committee. She and her Fell Pony mare, Pi, have explored nearly every trail in Griffith 
Park, as well as countless miles throughout the Rim of the Valley and along stretches of the 
Pacific Crest Trail.  

Karen’s connection to horses is grounded in a profound respect for horses’ intuitive ways of 
teaching—inviting mindful presence and authentic connection. This perspective shapes her 
work at Taking the Reins, a non-profit that empowers underserved girls with confidence and 
leadership skills through equine-focused programming in an urban setting. As educational 
consultant, she helps design environmental and sustainability curriculum to explore the 
interplay between natural and urban ecosystems, fostering a deeper sense of belonging and 
connection to place. 

A lifelong educator and experienced school leader, Karen excels at aligning people around 
shared values and translating thoughtful planning into meaningful action. Her focus on 
preserving urban trail systems, expanding access to equine-based learning, and honoring 
the cultural role of horses in Los Angeles reflects her belief that equestrian life is not only a 
part of the city’s past—but a vital part of its diverse and inclusive future. 

Karen is honored to represent District 1 and looks forward to advancing initiatives that keep 
horses—and the communities who care for them—thriving across Los Angeles. 

 

 
 


