INFORMATIONAL BOARD REPORT

CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS

October 06, 2022
TO: BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS
FROM: JIMMY KIM, General Manager
SUBJECT: VARIOUS COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications addressed to the Board have been received by the Board Office,
and the action taken thereon is presented.

From Action Taken

1) Comments regarding Westchester Referred to General Manager
Park

2) Comments regarding Griffith Park #9054bvg- Referred to General Manager
Pony Rides 9054bvh

3) Jennifer Massey comments Referred to General Manager

regarding Veterans Gardens Nighttime #9102b
Bocce Lighting and Play

4) Debra Huston comments regarding Referred to General Manager

Westchester Park #9136aag

5) Debra Huston comments regarding #9136aah Referred to General Manager

Westchester Park

6) Krishna Thangavelu comments . Referred to General Manager
. #9136aai

regarding Westchester Park

7) Tim Campbell comments regarding #9136aai Referred to General Manager

Westchester Park )

8) John Murdock comments regarding #9136aak Referred to General Manager

Westchester Park

9) Pia Altavilla comments regarding Referred to General Manager

#9136aal
Westchester Park
10) Tina Amin comments regarding #9136aam Referred to General Manager

Westchester Park



11) T.C. Maker comments regarding
Weschester Park

12) Debra Huston comments regarding
Westchester Park

13) Debra Huston comments regarding
Westchester park

14) Bethy Greenwald comments
regarding Oakwood Park

15) Laddie Williams comments
regarding Oakwood Park

16) Andy Hill comments regarding
Pacific Palisades Pickleball

17) Larry Corsa comments regarding
Pacific Palisades Pickleball

18) Jennifer Massey comments
regarding Pickleball

19) Jennifer Massey comments
regarding Pickleball

20) Eric Drachman comments
regarding Glen Alla Dog Park

21) Sandy Huse comments regarding
Debs Park

22) John Baginski comments regarding
Penmar, Ocean Front Walk,
Westchester, and Centennial Park

23) Kip Pardue comments regarding
Venice

24) Athena Chenoweth on behalf of LA
City Attorney letter regarding Draft
Ordinance to Regulate Mobility Devices
near Venice Beach

25) Rob Drew-Barnes comments
regarding Queen Anne Park

#9136aan

#9136aa0

#9136aap

#9150r

#9150s

#9166h

#9166i

#9166j

#9166k

#9181e

#9191a

#9193

#9193a

#9194

#9195

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager



26) Community Impact Statement from
South Robertson Neighborhood
Council regarding potential sale

27) Jennifer Liebi Zelazny on behalf of
Alta Loma Elementary students
regarding Community School Parks

28) Sarajane Schwartz comments as
Safety Chair on behalf of
Hollywoodland HOA

29) Aaron Weisblatt comments
regarding Penmar Park

30) Jason Greenwald comments as
Chair on behalf of Griffith Park
Advisory Board regarding LA Zoo’s
Vision Plan EIR

31) Community Impact Statement from
Anastasia Mann as President on behalf
of Hollywood Hills West Neighborhood
Council regarding Runyon Canyon
Park

32) Josh Hertzas as co-chair on behalf
of Atwater Village Neighborhood
Council comments regarding Los
Angeles Zoo DEIR

33) Patrick Fedigan comments
regarding Griffith Park Drive closure

34) Elaine Waldman comments
regarding LA Times’ non-endorsement
of ballot measure SP

#9196

#9197

#9198

#9199

#9200

#9201

#9202

#9203

#9204

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Referred to General Manager

Prepared by Carolyn Shannon-Joyner, RAP Commission Office
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Bonin staff confirms plan to use Westchester Parking lot for 24-hour Safe
Parking, and it will be at the expense of children

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:51 AM
To: Debra Huston < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:14 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Please include this in the official record for item number 22-244 on today's agenda

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Tim Campbell < >

Date: Tue, Aug 30, 2022 at 8:58 AM

Subject: Re: Bonin staff confirms plan to use Westchester Parking lot for 24-hour Safe Parking, and it will be at the
expense of children

To: Debra Huston <d >

Cc: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Jose Ramirez <che.ramirez@lacity.org>, Steven Embrich
<30993@lapd.online>, Sophia Castaneda <35080@lapd.online>, Paula Gerez <

, <controller.galperin@lacity.org>

| was a public sector audit program manager for many years, and hold two professional certifications in internal
auditing. My training included public ethics and waste and mismanagement. Based on the documentation provided by
Ms. Huston, Mr. Bonin’s plan for Westchester Park is a clear breach of public trust and quite possibly public law.

Eventually, hiding behind the smokescreen of “emergency ordinances” will have serious consequences, as it has for
other cities trying to circumvent environmental and housing laws by using their emergency ordinance powers.

The City’s Department of Recreation and Parks’ analysis clearly shows using the park as a safe parking site is in direct
opposition to its intended purpose. Using a park to provide services to a few dozen campers at the expense of denying
its use to thousands of residents is a gross misuse of a public asset. In addition, if state and federal parks funds have
been used for any improvements to the park, they most likely come with restrictions requiring its continued use as a
park. Saying it can continue as a park with no parking facilities is neither realistic nor ethical, especially since the only
other parking is on two busy arterial streets—Lincoln and Manchester.

The parking lot does not have the necessary physical facilities to support a 24-hour campsite: no sewage draining
facilities, no showers, and no trash facilities capable of handling the refuse load of a campsite. These assets could be
added, but at exorbitant cost, and again, in direct opposition to its intended use. As the recent City Controller’s audit of
homeless response points out, there are many other sites more suited for use as shelters at a much lower cost.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmOO00ESBf6syOWWTERG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/3
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The lack of physical resources also brings up another issue: environmental hazards. The City has already documented
several cases of RV'’s leaking raw sewage and other hazardous materials into the drainage system. Although some of
these hazards have been mitigated after the fact, the purpose of the City’'s NPDES permit is to prevent illicit discharges,
not to clean them up after they occur. Purposely creating a hazard is a violation of NPDES and Clean Water Act
regulations.

Using Westchester—or any other park—as a 24/7 campground, when there are other more practical and safer
alternatives, is wasteful, unethical, and puts the city at risk of losing funds and incurring significant financial loss. It is
more a reflection of Mr. Bonin’s personal agenda than what is in the community’s best interests.

On Tue, Aug 30, 2022 at 6:59 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Dear RAP Commissioners and Deputy Mayor Che Ramirez,

One of our Neighborhood Council members received confirmation from CM Bonin's office that they are actively
working on getting approval for 24-hour Safe Parking in the parking lot near the ball fields and recreation pool in
Westchester Park.

Our community stands in strong opposition to this plan. We have 200 letters signed (wet signatures) by community
members opposing Safe Parking in the park, and the Action Network letter opposing Bonin's plans for Safe Parking
in the park has been signed by many more. As of today, nearly 14,000 letters have been sent to City officials
opposing this plan. https://actionnetwork.org/letters/save-westchester-park

In 2018, which CM Boin was trying to get a pilot program in Westchester Park for five or six vehicles in the small lot
behind his field office, this "fact sheet" about Safe Parking was provided to the Neighborhood Council:
https://www.ncwpdr.org/sites/default/files/article/safe-parking-pilot-fact-sheet.pdf

In this "fact sheet" it is represented that the Safe Parking program in that small lot would not pose a danger to
children because the people using the Safe Parking would be there only at night when children are not there.

Under CM Bonin's 24-hour Safe Parking proposal, the homeless vehicle dwellers would be in the lot all day and all
night. The ball fields and the recreation pool are both adjacent to this lot. Children play on the ball fields until after
9:00 p.m., and in the winter months it is dark shortly after 5:00 pm.

A 24-hour Safe Parking program poses so much danger to children that it is doubtful that parents and coaches would
even let their children play on the ball fields next to this lot, that parents would let their children swim at the recreation
pool, and that parents would let their children play tennis in the park or engage in any other activities there.

Picture vehicle dwellers from the Wetlands living in this parking lot, and you will get an idea as to what this could look
like and the danger it could present.

In the "fact sheet" | have provided, many representations were made that turned out to be completely false.
Therefore, despite CM Bonin's representations as to lack of danger to children and other members of the public, we
are not persuaded in the least.

We now have about 20 vehicle dwellers in the municipal lot near the senior center and the city library and in just the
last two months, we have had incidents by homeless people harassing children in the park and exposing themselves
to children in the park.

Specifically, within the last two months, a homeless man walked onto a tennis court, exposed himself and urinated on
the tennis court. Another homeless man walked onto a tennis court on two separate days and saying to the five-year-
old girls on one court want to have sex with him, and the same thing the next day to 12-year-old girls on another
court. Yet another homeless man spent an entire day at the courts, and much of the time he was lying on the
sidewalk near the entrance to the courts with his bare buttocks exposed.

Just last week, homeless men accosted a CBS News Team in the municipal lot as they were trying to film a news
piece. A vicious dog attacked an LAPD officer. A homeless man assaulted another homeless man with a golf club.

More homeless dwellers in the park would increase the number of incidents, despite any representations to the
contrary by CM Bonin and his staff to the contrary.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWTERG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 2/3
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We are aware that CM Bonin is looking for places to move RVs from the Wetlands because LAWA has confirmed he
is asking FAA permission to move 25 RV dwellers from the Wetlands to Northside Parkway, near the Airport Police
Department near the park. We can fairly assume he is looking to move Wetlands dwellers to the park.

It seems Bonin is intent on destroying the park, as it seems clear that 24-hour Safe Parking in the park would have
that effect. This intent would be consistent with his motion (CF-21-0350) that would have led to further action by
Bonin to rezone a portion of the park for homeless housing. We believe that "portion" would have been the ball fields.
The CAO determined in a report from August 2021 (attached) that Westchester Park was not feasible for "safe sleep"
because of the heavy use of the park by park users. Bonin seems unwilling to move on and find another location for
his Safe Parking plans. It seems he wants to take from one group (park users, including children and seniors) and
give to another group (homeless) when there are surely city parking lots that are not in or near a park that could be
used for Safe Parking for people who are homeless.

If Bonin succeeds in destroying the park, he will be destroying the youth athletic opportunities of thousands of
children in the "park poor" communities of Westchester and Playa Del Rey, and Inglewood. Our communities have .8
acres of park space per 1,000 people, and the standard is four acres. Our children, our seniors, and our entire
community need safe park space. Here is the information for Westchester and Playa Del Rey from a 2016 LA County
Park Needs Assessment:

https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/root/FinalReportAppendixA/StudyArea_067.pdf

And here is the info for Inglewood:
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/root/FinalReportAppendixA/StudyArea_116.pdf

Westchester Park serves a high diverse population of children. Most children who use the park are of color, and
many are from low-socioeconomic groups.

Our community respectfully asks that you deny CM Bonin's plan for any Safe Parking in the lot near the ball fields
and swimming pool so our children will be safe in the park. There are other locations for Safe Parking. A central part
of the LA Parks' mission is for children to be safe in parks.

Thank you for your consideration.

Debra Huston

Tim C

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 3/3
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Bonin staff confirms plan to use Westchester Parking lot for 24-hour Safe

Parking, and it will be at the expense of children
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:24 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston >

Date: Tue, Aug 30, 2022 at 6:59 AM

Subject: Bonin staff confirms plan to use Westchester Parking lot for 24-hour Safe Parking, and it will be at the expense of
children

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Jose Ramirez <che.ramirez@lacity.org>

Cc: Steven Embrich <30993@)lapd.online>, Sophia Castaneda <35080@lapd.online>, Paula Gerez

<

Dear RAP Commissioners and Deputy Mayor Che Ramirez,

One of our Neighborhood Council members received confirmation from CM Bonin's office that they are actively working
on getting approval for 24-hour Safe Parking in the parking lot near the ball fields and recreation pool in Westchester
Park.

Our community stands in strong opposition to this plan. We have 200 letters signed (wet signatures) by community
members opposing Safe Parking in the park, and the Action Network letter opposing Bonin's plans for Safe Parking in the
park has been signed by many more. As of today, nearly 14,000 letters have been sent to City officials opposing this plan.
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/save-westchester-park

In 2018, which CM Boin was trying to get a pilot program in Westchester Park for five or six vehicles in the small lot
behind his field office, this "fact sheet" about Safe Parking was provided to the Neighborhood Council:
https://www.ncwpdr.org/sites/default/files/article/safe-parking-pilot-fact-sheet.pdf

In this "fact sheet" it is represented that the Safe Parking program in that small lot would not pose a danger to children
because the people using the Safe Parking would be there only at night when children are not there.

Under CM Bonin's 24-hour Safe Parking proposal, the homeless vehicle dwellers would be in the lot all day and all night.
The ball fields and the recreation pool are both adjacent to this lot. Children play on the ball fields until after 9:00 p.m.,

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/3
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and in the winter months it is dark shortly after 5:00 pm.

A 24-hour Safe Parking program poses so much danger to children that it is doubtful that parents and coaches would
even let their children play on the ball fields next to this lot, that parents would let their children swim at the recreation
pool, and that parents would let their children play tennis in the park or engage in any other activities there.

Picture vehicle dwellers from the Wetlands living in this parking lot, and you will get an idea as to what this could look like
and the danger it could present.

In the "fact sheet" | have provided, many representations were made that turned out to be completely false. Therefore,
despite CM Bonin's representations as to lack of danger to children and other members of the public, we are not
persuaded in the least.

We now have about 20 vehicle dwellers in the municipal lot near the senior center and the city library and in just the last
two months, we have had incidents by homeless people harassing children in the park and exposing themselves to
children in the park.

Specifically, within the last two months, a homeless man walked onto a tennis court, exposed himself and urinated on the
tennis court. Another homeless man walked onto a tennis court on two separate days and saying to the five-year-old girls
on one court want to have sex with him, and the same thing the next day to 12-year-old girls on another court. Yet another
homeless man spent an entire day at the courts, and much of the time he was lying on the sidewalk near the entrance to
the courts with his bare buttocks exposed.

Just last week, homeless men accosted a CBS News Team in the municipal lot as they were trying to film a news piece. A
vicious dog attacked an LAPD officer. A homeless man assaulted another homeless man with a golf club.

More homeless dwellers in the park would increase the number of incidents, despite any representations to the contrary
by CM Bonin and his staff to the contrary.

We are aware that CM Bonin is looking for places to move RVs from the Wetlands because LAWA has confirmed he is
asking FAA permission to move 25 RV dwellers from the Wetlands to Northside Parkway, near the Airport Police
Department near the park. We can fairly assume he is looking to move Wetlands dwellers to the park.

It seems Bonin is intent on destroying the park, as it seems clear that 24-hour Safe Parking in the park would have that
effect. This intent would be consistent with his motion (CF-21-0350) that would have led to further action by Bonin to
rezone a portion of the park for homeless housing. We believe that "portion” would have been the ball fields. The CAO
determined in a report from August 2021 (attached) that Westchester Park was not feasible for "safe sleep" because of
the heavy use of the park by park users. Bonin seems unwilling to move on and find another location for his Safe Parking
plans. It seems he wants to take from one group (park users, including children and seniors) and give to another group
(homeless) when there are surely city parking lots that are not in or near a park that could be used for Safe Parking for
people who are homeless.

If Bonin succeeds in destroying the park, he will be destroying the youth athletic opportunities of thousands of children in
the "park poor" communities of Westchester and Playa Del Rey, and Inglewood. Our communities have .8 acres of park
space per 1,000 people, and the standard is four acres. Our children, our seniors, and our entire community need safe
park space. Here is the information for Westchester and Playa Del Rey from a 2016 LA County Park Needs Assessment:
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/root/FinalReportAppendixA/StudyArea_067.pdf

And here is the info for Inglewood:
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/root/FinalReportAppendixA/StudyArea_116.pdf

Westchester Park serves a high diverse population of children. Most children who use the park are of color, and many are
from low-socioeconomic groups.

Our community respectfully asks that you deny CM Bonin's plan for any Safe Parking in the lot near the ball fields and
swimming pool so our children will be safe in the park. There are other locations for Safe Parking. A central part of the LA
Parks' mission is for children to be safe in parks.

Thank you for your consideration.

Debra Huston

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 2/3
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OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Date: August 10, 2021 CAO File No. 0220-05734-0029
Council File No. 21-0350
Council Districts: 11

To: The City Council

From: Matthew W. Szabo, City Administrative Officer ;\ﬁ( /

Subject: Report Back on Evaluation of Site Feasibility and Identification of Funding for
Potential Homeless Interventions in Council District 11

SUMMARY

On May 26, 2021 the City Council adopted recommendations from the Homelessness and Poverty
Committee relative to a Motion (Bonin - Ridley-Thomas, C.F. 21-0350) instructing the City
Administrative Officer (CAQ) to evaluate site feasibility and identify funding for potential homeless
interventions at various locations in Council District 11. These sites include: Will Rogers State
Beach at 17000 CA-1; Dockweiler State Beach at Lot 3, 11999 Vista Del Mar; Dockweiler State
Beach RV Park at 12001 Vista Del Mar; Marina del Rey at Lot 2, 13477 Fiji Way; a Culver City
owned site; privately-owned land near 5000 Beethoven Avenue; Westchester Park; Mar Vista Park;
Los Angeles World Airports land; and the West Los Angeles Municipal Building at 1645 Corinth
Avenue.

The CAO followed its feasibility process as outlined in C.F. 20-1351 to assess the proposed sites.
The CAO worked with the Bureau of Engineering (BOE), the Department of General Services
(GSD), and the public and private owners of the sites to determine feasibility. Based on these
assessments, the majority of the sites are not feasible for homeless interventions, mainly due to
infrastructure constraints. The Marina del Rey and the Dockweiler State Beach RV Park sites are
still under assessment, and the Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) is communicating with the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) about the feasibility of using airport land for homeless
interventions. Finally, the City of Culver City has decided to proceed with a homeless intervention
on the site it owns in Council District 5, near the border of Council District 11. Discussions regarding
partnering on this effort are ongoing.

Council District 11, like Council Districts 1, 5, 7, and 12, lacks City-owned land that can be used for
homeless interventions. For these areas, we should continue to identify privately-owned sites that
can be leased for homeless interventions and request that the Los Angeles Housing Department
pursue properties under the Project Homekey 2 Program. Most of these districts benefited from
Round 1 of Project Homekey. In Council District 11, two motels/hotels were purchased, and are
now operating as interim housing.

If the sites under assessment are found to be feasible for homeless interventions, the CAO will
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include recommendations for the proposed sites’ use and funding in upcoming reports.
RECOMMENDATIONS

That the City Council note and file the report as no further action is required at this time.
DISCUSSION

The following sites were assessed and found to be infeasible for the reasons outlined below.

1. State Owned Beach Sites for Tiny Homes, Safe Parking, or Safe Sleep
Will Rogers State Beach and Dockweiler State Beach are owned by the State of California
and managed by the County of Los Angeles. The BOE assessment determined that these
sites are cost prohibitive for the following reasons:
e Lack of Infrastructure Capacity: The beach sites were not built for 24/7 residential
use, and thus, the sewer infrastructure is not suitable for homeless housing.
e Lack of Utility Capacity: The power capacity would have to be increased at both
beaches, and the nearest transformer is located 1,000 feet from the sites.
e Fire Safety: There are no fire hydrants near these two beaches, and new hydrants
would need to be installed as a requirement for residential use.

2. Privately Owned Site near 5000 Beethoven Avenue for Safe Sleep
The site is a peninsula of vacant land located southeast of 5000 Beethoven Avenue and is
enclosed by the 1-90 Freeway, the Ballona Creek, and the Centinela Creek Channel. The
BOE assessment determined this site as infeasible for the following reasons:

e No Access to Site: The site has no pedestrian or vehicle access.

e Lack of Nearby Utilities: Utilities are situated far from the site, and capacity is
uncertain. The closest sewer connection is 500 feet away, the closest water source
is 800 feet away, and there is no apparent source for power within 1,000 feet.

e Expensive to Develop: The terrain is rough and substantially contoured, which would
require considerable grading and soil removal to level the site for access and
placement of pallets for administrative purposes, hygiene trailers, and tent spaces.

3. City Owned Westchester and Mar Vista Parks for Safe Sleep
The Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) assessed the proposed sites, and
recommended that these parks not be used for the following reasons:
o Sites Are Not Underutilized: Prior to the pandemic, both Westchester and Mar Vista
Parks experienced varied and robust recreational usage. Data from both parks show
that on average more than 6,000 youth participants attend and utilize the parks and
facilities. The parking lots are needed for pick up and drop off for programming and
aquatics. Both parks returned to normal operations on June 14, 2021, and
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programming is planned through the end of the fiscal year. The RAP sites that are
being used for homeless interventions are on underutilized park land.

e Revenue Generating: These parks generate more than $500,000 in annual revenue
for RAP.

These two parks should be considered for targeted outreach to connect people experiencing
homelessness to housing and services through “Encampment to Home” or similar models.

4. City Owned West LA Municipal Building for Temporary Shelter

The evaluated site at the West LA Municipal Building is an approximately 5,500 square foot
vacant office space with 24 enclosed offices on the second floor of the building. The State
Emergency Shelter Declaration allows the City to use non-residentially zoned properties for
shelter according to alternative health and safety standards. These standards limit shelter
sleeping quarters to the ground floor. This standard has also been codified in the Los
Angeles Municipal Code § 91.8605.2, 2.E. The Municipal Building is zoned as public
facilities, and thus, not feasible for shelter use. Even if the zoning was changed to
accommodate shelter, the available space is too small to make an interim housing project
viable. An interim housing facility should be a minimum of 13,000 square feet to provide up
to 70 beds, administrative offices, hygiene facilities, common space, and storage, to make
it financially and programmatically viable.

The following sites are still under assessment.

1. County Owned Marina del Rey Site for Tiny Homes or Safe Sleep
The proposed Marina del Rey site, located in Lot 2 at 13477 Fiji Way, is an underutilized
parking lot owned by the County of Los Angeles adjacent to a boat launch and commercial
buildings.
e Utility Capacity: BOE’s final assessment and Rough Order of Magnitude is pending a
report from the County Department of Public Works on sewer, water, and power
capacity.

2. State Owned Dockweiler Beach RV Park for RV Safe Parking
The proposed site at 12001 Vista Del Mar is still being assessed by BOE.

3. Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) Owned Site for Tiny Homes, Safe Parking, or Safe
Sleep
LAWA has identified possible sites for homeless interventions and requested that the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) review for approval. The FAA would have to agree to
allow the use of airport land for homeless housing and waive the requirement that land
purchased with FAA funds be leased at market rate.
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Culver City Owned Site for Tiny Homes or Safe Sleep

The proposed site is a parking lot in the City of Los Angeles but owned by the City of Culver City
in Council District 5, near Council District 11. Culver City is not interested in leasing the site to the
City. Instead, Culver City plans to develop the site as a homeless intervention and is open to
collaborating with Council Districts 5 and 11 regarding the utilization of the intervention. BOE has
provided sample layouts for Tiny Home and Safe Sleep Villages.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no impact to the General Fund at this time.
FINANCIAL POLICIES STATEMENT

The recommendations in this report comply with the City Financial Policies.

MWS:YC:AW:16220101
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: City Council has lifted the towing moratorium. We request enforcement of

vehicles used as dwellings in Westchester Park
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:00 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Apr 6, 2022 at 12:20 PM

Subject: City Council has lifted the towing moratorium. We request enforcement of vehicles used as dwellings in
Westchester Park

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>

Cc: Beth O'Rourke <

Honorable Recreations and Parks Commissioners, General Manager Michael Shull, and Assistant General Manager
Jimmy Kim:

Today the City Council passed a motion that will allow LADOT to resume towing of vehicles used as dwellings effective
May 15, 2022. The matter is identified as Council File 21-0956.

| am attaching the links you and/or your legal team will need to begin the enforcement process in the lot in Westchester
Park that is under the jurisdiction of the General Services Division, and also in the other two lots of the park which are
under RAP jurisdiction.

The number of vehicles used as dwellings in the parking lots of that park has increased significantly in the last few
months. We understand the Sheriff will be in Venice from Memorial Day to Labor Day, and we fully expect that many RVs
will move to Westchester Park.

Park curfew signs are posted in all three parking lots in the park stating vehicles in violation of the park curfew will be
towed pursuant to LAMC 63.44. The parking lot under General Services Division jurisdiction is heavily used by park
goers. We have been informed by park rangers that towing and enforcement in lots in other parks under GSD jurisdiction
is taking place despite the moratorium because LAMC 63.44 "no parking" after curfew signs are posted in the lots in
those parks. (See LAMC 86.03.)

Now the City Council has acted, and we request the following:

1. Enforcement in all three parking lots of the park begin no later than May 15, 2022.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/2
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2. The installation of t-bar gates at the entrance and exit of each parking lot so the gates may be closed and
locked during park curfew to ensure no vehicle dwellers park in the parking lots of the park in violation of park
curfew.

Thank you for all of your work in making the park safe for seniors and youth athletes. Our community is grateful for your
efforts.

Debra Huston
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0956_rpt_tran_3-1-22.pdf

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0956_rpt_DOT_02-23-22.pdf
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: City Council has lifted the towing moratorium. We request enforcement of

vehicles used as dwellings in Westchester Park
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:00 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Apr 6, 2022 at 12:20 PM

Subject: City Council has lifted the towing moratorium. We request enforcement of vehicles used as dwellings in
Westchester Park

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>

Cc: Beth O'Rourke <

Honorable Recreations and Parks Commissioners, General Manager Michael Shull, and Assistant General Manager
Jimmy Kim:

Today the City Council passed a motion that will allow LADOT to resume towing of vehicles used as dwellings effective
May 15, 2022. The matter is identified as Council File 21-0956.

| am attaching the links you and/or your legal team will need to begin the enforcement process in the lot in Westchester
Park that is under the jurisdiction of the General Services Division, and also in the other two lots of the park which are
under RAP jurisdiction.

The number of vehicles used as dwellings in the parking lots of that park has increased significantly in the last few
months. We understand the Sheriff will be in Venice from Memorial Day to Labor Day, and we fully expect that many RVs
will move to Westchester Park.

Park curfew signs are posted in all three parking lots in the park stating vehicles in violation of the park curfew will be
towed pursuant to LAMC 63.44. The parking lot under General Services Division jurisdiction is heavily used by park
goers. We have been informed by park rangers that towing and enforcement in lots in other parks under GSD jurisdiction
is taking place despite the moratorium because LAMC 63.44 "no parking" after curfew signs are posted in the lots in
those parks. (See LAMC 86.03.)

Now the City Council has acted, and we request the following:

1. Enforcement in all three parking lots of the park begin no later than May 15, 2022.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/2
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2. The installation of t-bar gates at the entrance and exit of each parking lot so the gates may be closed and
locked during park curfew to ensure no vehicle dwellers park in the parking lots of the park in violation of park
curfew.

Thank you for all of your work in making the park safe for seniors and youth athletes. Our community is grateful for your
efforts.

Debra Huston
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0956_rpt_tran_3-1-22.pdf

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0956_rpt_DOT_02-23-22.pdf
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Fwd: We have witnhess accounts of people towing vehicles to the muni lot at

Westchester Park
1 message

Debra Huston > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:24 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston <

Date: Fri, Sep 9, 2022 at 8:12 AM

Subject: We have witness accounts of people towing vehicles to the muni lot at Westchester Park
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Dear RAP Commissioners,

We have witnesses who have seen flatbed trucks with towing equipment towing trailers (fith wheel, without motors) into
the municipal parking lot at Westchester Park. We also have witness accounts of flatbed trucks hauling inoperable vans to
that parking lot.

In the beginning of July, there were no more than 10 vehicle dwellings in that parking lot. Mike Bonin's office asked the
vehicle dwellers to leave that lot for the day of the Fourth of July parade, because that lot is the staging area for the floats
and other vehicles in the parade. The dignitaries and elected officials in the parade saw a clean lot.

The homeless vehicle dwellers informed us that they were asked to leave for the parade and they were told they could
return after the parade, which they did.

After the Fourth of July, the towing of trailers and inoperable vans began, and the number of vehicle dwellers has
increased from 10 to at least 24.

We believe CM Bonin will claim there is a "need" for Safe Parking in the park to justify his plans for 24-hour Safe Parking
in the park.

Homeless vehicle dwellers in the lot have informed members of our coalition that CM Bonin has told them they will never
have to leave that lot. One of our members actually saw CM Bonin in that parking lot talking to a homeless vehicle
dweller.

Lt. Deedrick of LASD was present at our Neighborhood Council meeting on October 6, and he mentioned that many of
the RVs as vans used as dwellings are basically shells. They have no engines, for example. People/organizations buy
them from junk yards and tow them to locations, such as the park, and rent them to people who are homeless. We believe
the vehicles being towed into the park meet this description, and that this is what is happening at the park. We also
believe Bonin's office is well aware of this.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/2
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There are homeless advocacy organizations that bring food to the vehicle dwellers every day. Some of the vehicle
dwellers hoard this food, which adds to the cockroach and rat problems in that lot.

We know from past experience with CM Bonin that he does set up a situation so that he can claim "we are just making
official what is already happening there." This was the basis of his motion to build shelters/tiny home communities in
parks and on beaches. (CF 21-0350.) Some groups, organizations, and individuals are making this happen in the muni
lot, and it appears to us to be a well orchestrated set-up for a claim that "we are just making this official."

Debra Huston

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 2/2
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Fwd: 100s of Westchester Park users/supporters have signed this letter to you
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Debra Huston > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:58 AM

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>
Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 9:08 PM

Subject: Re: 100s of Westchester Park users/supporters have signed this letter to you

To: Lisa GAINES < >

Cc: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>,
<tony.royster@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Sonya
Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>,

Honorable President and Members of the Recreation and Parks Board,

We learned today that our City Council member, Mike Bonin, has hired a security firm to provide ARMED SECURITY for
his office in Westchester Park. This came as a complete shock to our community because members of our community
have begged and pleaded with Mike Bonin's office for nearly two years to provide security for children and seniors who
want to use the park but do not feel safe doing so. They do not feel safe because of physical attacks, harassment, and
incidents of indecent exposure by homeless people as they try to enjoy the park.

We know that Mike Bonin voted to defund LAPD, so to learn he has hired armed security for his office in the park strikes
us as complete hypocrisy. Members of our community have asked for well over a year for security to protect children and
seniors, and our requests have been ignored--hundreds of our requests for security for the kids.

It is clear Mike Bonin knows the park is unsafe, or he would not have armed security for himself and his staff and office in
the park.

| walked to Mr. Bonin's office in the park from my home today because | just could not believe he would have hired armed
security for himself and his staff. | knocked on the door and personally spoke with the armed guard, who told me he was
there because of the homeless people.

Jamie Paige of the Westside Current did some digging and verified what | heard about Mike Bonin hiring private security
for himself and his staff. She is updating her news piece to specify the security is ARMED. The information that the
security was armed came from LAPD officers, and | saw it for myself when | was at the park today.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBVfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt...
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https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/bonin-hires-private-security-for-westchester-office/article_9ae3074e-e210-11ec-
8e08-276e0322d2f8.html?utm_source=westsidecurrent.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnews%2Fbonin-hires-private-security-
for-westchester-office%2F article-9ae3074e-e210-11ec-8e08-276e0322d2f8.html%3Fmode % 3Demail%26-dc%
3D1654132622&utm_medium=auto%20alert%20email&utm_content=read%20more

| am attaching some photos | took today while | was at the park. We now have a chop shop in the parking lot outside
Bonin's office (which also serves the library and the senior center). We have a homeless encampment set up in the
doorway to Bonin's office in the park. The armed security has been there since January, although we did not know about
it because the armed guard stays in Bonin's office, apparently. No one in our community knew about the armed security
until today.

The people living in this parking lot, and especially the person living just outside the front door to Mike Bonin's office,
seem to be more dangerous by the day. Our seniors and youth would like to return to this park. Please do what you can to
make this happen. Our league presidents are reluctant to have their leagues play on the ball fields there because of
attacks on children in the public restroom in the park. Our community needs to know this park will be safe for children,
seniors, and others who want to use the park for park purposes. Our kids have not had access to the ball fields in over
two years. When the renovation of the ball fields is completed later this summer, we want the park to be safe for them.

Thank you so much for being the stewards of our public parks. There's no one else for our community to turn to, so we
appreciate anything you can do.

Debra Huston
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On Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 10:16 AM Lisa GAINES < wrote:

Attachments available until Jul 1, 2022

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

I am a 30-year resident of Westchester. My husband and | raised our three children here. Over the past few years, we
have watched Westchester Park become a large homeless encampment with tent and vehicle dwellers and an LAPD
crime hotspot. The park became unsafe for seniors and youth, as well as all others, because of the danger presented.

The tent encampments have been removed from the park, but we still have vehicle dwellers in the parking lots of the
park, and we have a Safe Parking program that uses less than 25 of the 50 parking spots of the parking lot next to the
ball fields and the recreation pool ( https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrljoiNzBiYTBjMDMtZjFhMS000T
kxLTImZTEtYWJImNGNhZjRIiNjZhliwidCI61jBiYWU1NDILTUyZDgtNGEZzYi1hYTESLWQ1MDY2MmIzMDg5NylsImMi
0OjZ9&pageName=ReportSection ) as is reported by LAHSA. That Safe Parking program is underutilized and has eight
or fewer cars in the lot each night.

Our community and surrounding communities need these parking spaces, and they need a park that is safe for them.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 7/8
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Please see the hundreds of letters in the attached google drive (the file is too big for email) https://drive.google.com/
drive/folders/1jSSTLXVOAG-Hy-FzOe0qxPrC1lIWkaz0?usp=sharing . They reflect the concern of our community, who
have been waiting for over two years to be able to safely use the park.

We ask that you deny any request by our Council Office to extend or expand the Safe Parking permit, and that you help
in any way you can to help clear the parking lots of homeless vehicle dwellers. Our Council Member has had two years
to find other locations, and now LAX has 50 Safe Parking spots which can be used by the few who now use the Safe
Parking lot in Westchester Park. Our Council Member has the staff and authority to find locations for the vehicle
dwellers to park as well.

We have recently been informed by an LAPD officer that Mike Bonin has armed security at his office at the park.
Therefore, we believe it is clear he recognizes the danger and seeks his own personal safety. We also ask that RAP
arrange for armed security for the ball fields, the senior center, and other facilities within the park, such as the tennis
courts and recreation pool for our safety, too.

Our community and surrounding communities need our park. Thank you for your consideration.

Lisa Gaines
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Another incident involving homeless person at Westchester Park
today/Request of Mr. Royster

1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:32 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston <

Date: Wed, Aug 17, 2022 at 12:42 PM

Subject: Another incident involving homeless person at Westchester Park today/Request of Mr. Royster
To: <

Good afternoon,

We had another incident involving a homeless person on the tennis courts at Westchester Park this morning. A homeless
man with his dog walked to the entrance of a court and would not let the tennis pro onto the court to use it. The stand-off
lasted for about 15 minutes.

This follows three incidents involving homeless people at the tennis courts last month. In one incident, a homeless man
wrapped in a blanket walked onto a court on which a pro was giving lessons to 12-year-old girls and started saying so all
could hear, and repeatedly, that "these girls just want to f*** me." The next day he showed up again and jumped a fence
onto a court on which a tennis pro was giving lessons to five-year-old girls. He spoke lewdly again. These incidents were
frightening to children and tennis pros.

A week or two before that, a homeless woman walked onto the court area and grabbed a clipboard from a woman who
keeps track of court assignments and yelled at the woman until a tennis pro went to the woman's rescue.

Over the past couple years, we have had hundreds of incidents in the park involving homeless people and children.
These incidents have included indecent exposure, meth-infused meltdowns, racial slurs children could hear, following
children, trying to engage children in conversation, poking penises through the chain link fence surrounding the tennis

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0CCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/5
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courts and urinating on the courts, attacking children in the restroom, claiming that children belong to them and
demanding the children be turned over to them, fires, open drug usage, and more. The danger is well documented, and it
continues.

It is not safe to have homeless people living in the park, and we have nearly 30 vehicle dwellers living in the park now.
Most of these vehicle dwellers use more than one parking space, and some use up to six parking spaces each. There is
already an insufficient amount of parking in the park. Families cannot be expected to cross Lincoln Blvd. or Manchester
Ave. to find parking. These are both very busy streets with multiple lanes. The ball fields in the park will be open on
October 3 which will increase the need for parking. | am attaching photos taken this week so you can see the state of this
parking lot and the number of spaces used by homeless vehicle dwellers.

We ask that the City find another location for these vehicle dwellers so users of the park can be safe and have adequate
parking available for users of the park for purposes for which it was intended.

Mr. Royster, we have repeatedly asked you and your office, the General Services Division, for information as to CM
Bonin's plans for the lot that is bounded by the senior center, the city library, and CM Bonin's field office. Your department
has jurisdiction over that lot.

While your office has provided estimates CM Bonin obtained in January to fence that entire lot, you have provided no
further information in response to our questions as to why Mr. Bonin obtained these estimates. We are aware that CM
Bonin's office inquired of the CAO in March regarding funding to use that lot for "Safe Parking."

We strongly oppose this, as it is not an appropriate use for a city parking lot that is basically in a park and needed by park,
senior center, and library users. That parking lot has been used by park users for 75 years.

We ask you to provide information we have requested by filing Public Records Act requests months ago. We have been
excluded from this public process.

Once again, we request a meeting with you, Mr. Royster. Please provide, at your earliest convenience, times you will be
available to meet in person or by Zoom.

Debra
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Can we get the parking lot outside Bonin's office cleaned up for seniors trying

to vote?
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:56 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Mon, Jun 6, 2022 at 6:07 PM

Subject: Can we get the parking lot outside Bonin's office cleaned up for seniors trying to vote?

To: Ruben Diaz <30093@lapd.online>, Sophia Castaneda <35080@lapd.online>, Michael Shull
<michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@|acity.org>, Brenda Aquirre
<brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Jamie Paige < >, Sue Pascoe < >,
Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-iimenez@lacity.org>

Cc:

Tomorrow is election day. The local area for our Westcheter and Playa Del Rey seniors to vote in person is the Senior
Center at Westchester Park. We have been receiving complaints from community members that seniors do not feel safe
voting there. Nearly all of the handicapped parking spots are taken by vehicles used as dwellings and the trash
surrounding them. This is a terrifying situation for seniors, who could sustain a life-ending injury by tripping in that parking
lot.

Can we get a crew there early in the morning to clean up the parking lot so seniors may exercise their right to vote in
person?

It might also make seniors feel safe enough to vote if there were law enforcement presence. The security guard Mike
Bonin has stays in Mike Bonin's office behind a locked door and provides no security at all for seniors trying to vote.

Please help us ensure these seniors are not disenfranchised.

| am attaching a photo of a senior couple who went to the park today to try to vote. This was a dangerous and terrifying
situation for them, and this photo shows only a small part of the parking lot.

Thank you so much.

Debra Huston
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Fwd: CAO has determined parking lots at Westchester Park are not feasible for safe

parking or safe camping
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:40 AM

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>
Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Fri, Apr 29, 2022 at 6:37 AM

Subject: CAO has determined parking lots at Westchester Park are not feasible for safe parking or safe camping
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-
jimenez@lacity.org>

Cc: Lisa Gaines Gaines <

Dear RAP Commissioners, Mr. Shull, Mr. Kim, Ms. Aguirre, and Ms. Young-Jimenez:

Yesterday, | had occasion to reread a report by the Chief Administrative Officer of the City of Los Angeles that determines
Westchester Park is infeasible for "Safe Sleep" homeless interventions requested by Mike Bonin last year because the
parking lots are needed for pick up and drop off for programming and aquatics. That report is attached.

By way of background, last spring, Mike Bonin filed a motion in City Council (CF 21-0350) asking for a feasibility study by
the CAO to determine if Westchester and Mar Vista Parks are feasible for tiny homes, safe camping, or safe parking for
people who are homeless.

Months later, in August 2021, the CAO released his report with feasibility determinations. With respect to Westchester
Park and Mar Vista Park, the CAO determined these parks are NOT feasible for the following reason:

Sites Are Not Underutilized: Prior to the pandemic, both Westchester and Mar Vista Parks experienced varied
and robust recreational usage. Data from both parks show that on average more than 6,000 youth participants
attend and utilize the parks and facilities. The parking lots are needed for pick up and drop off for programming
and aquatics.

Despite this determination by the CAO, and despite the fact that Mr. Bonin is well aware of the CAO's determinations, Mr.
Bonin seeks a renewal of the permit to extend the Safe Parking program (25 spaces) in the park. As previously
discussed, this Safe Parking program is not heavily used and is not "safe parking" at all because the gates are left open
all night. (See photos below.) Mr. Bonin has, within the last month, inquired of RAP about expanding the size of the Safe
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Parking program in the park. Also, a Safe Parking lot of 50 spaces will be available at LAX within a month or two. (See
letter from the FAA, which is attached below.)

In addition, many vehicle campers park in the parking lots of the park, in parking spaces that are not in the fenced "Safe
Parking" area, and remain there 24 hours a day, with vehicles surrounded by trash, barbecues, sleeping bags, and other
items. (See photos below). Mr. Bonin has resisted any enforcement of park curfews as to these vehicle dwellers.

These parking spots are needed for programming and aquatics, as stated by the CAO in his report after a study of the
issue. Westchester Park is not an "underutilized" park, according to the CAO.

In accordance with the determinations by the CAO in the attached report, we ask that RAP deny any request by Mr. Bonin
to extend the Safe Parking permit and expand the Safe Parking program in the park. We also ask that enforcement of
park curfews commence. Our youth athletes, senior citizens, and all others need to feel safe and be safe in the park.

Thank you very much for your consideration, and for all you do to keep parks safe for all users.

Debra Huston
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2 attachments

E 21-0350_misc_08-10-21.pdf
139K

E FAA M.McClardy letter to J.Erbacci regarding LAWA's Safe Parking Proposal 1-27-22.pdf
190K
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U.S Department

) Western-Pacific Region
of Transportation " g

Office of Airports
Federal Aviation Los Angeles Airports District Office

Administration

777 S. Aviation Blvd., Suite 150
El Segundo, CA 90245

January 27, 2022

Justin Erbacci, CEO

Los Angeles World Airports

1 World Way

Los Angeles, California 90045-5803

Dear Mr. Erbacci:
Re: Potential LAWA Sites for Homeless

Thank you for your December 13, 2021, letter in which you detailed the Los Angeles World
Airports (LAWA) land use plan regarding potential homeless sites on LAWA owned property.
You provided specific information on two sites that LAWA feels are most feasible to
implement in the near future along, with an action plan to accommodate safe parking for the
homeless as requested by the City of Los Angeles. The specific request proposed by LAWA is
the use of land designated for temporary airport uses for community purposes, at no cost to
LAWA and on a limited basis.

In your letter, LAWA identified the following two parcels for Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) consideration:

1. The eastern portion of Lot E at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) is located at
5455 W. 111th Street, Los Angeles, CA.

2. The northern portion of the Van Nuys Airport (VNY), Airport FlyAway-Overflow
Parking located at 7691 Gloria Ave., Los Angeles, CA.

Concerning current/future use of the proposed land uses around LAX and VNY, we understand
the following from your letter:

e LAWA does not have plans to use either of the potential LAX Lot E locations for
revenue-generating activities in the next five years, outside of current uses. The
northernmost of the two locations (Option A), is currently not in use and generates
$0/year. The southernmost location (Option B), currently earns approximately
$5,270/month or $63,240 per year. However, the plan is to end the use of this lot for
paid parking in 2022, thereafter it will generate $0.
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LAWA believes the community use of LAX Lot E will not impact the aeronautical use
of the airport and will significantly enhance positive community relations in support of
the airport. The request is supported by the fact that the property is not needed for
aeronautical purposes.

The recommended location at VNY is currently used only when overflow parking is
necessary for the Van Nuys FlyAway parking garage — which is typically only needed
during holiday periods. Additionally, film production companies can rent the overflow
parking lot for vehicle parking/staging. It is anticipated that if the portion of the lot
recommended for Safe Parking was to be used, LAWA could lose up to $40,000 in
revenue per year. There are no plans for any changes to the use of this lot within the
next five years.

Finally, concerning LAWA’s action plan for the proposed Safe Parking Program, we
understand the following from your letter:

The Safe Parking Program will be administered by The Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority (LAHSA). The Los Angeles City Council will be responsible for identifying
funding for the Safe Parking Program and all cost associated with the program. LAWA
will also coordinate with the local Council District Office on setting up the program.

LAWA plans to enter into a contract with LAHSA, and LAWA will not have any
liability or cost associated with the program. The contract will include specific
provisions to ensure a safe, secure, hygienic, and well-maintained area under clearly
defined hours of operation and guarantee the hours of Safe Parking are strictly enforced.
The initial contract term will be one year with the option to extend, and LAWA will
have the ability to terminate the contract for any reason within 30-days.

The Safe Parking Program participants must be enrolled in a full case management
program with the goal to provide assistance in finding stable housing. All vehicles under
the Safe Parking Program must be working properly and fully registered. No daytime
parking will be allowed, and all vehicles must vacate by a set time each morning.

LAHSA Safe Parking sites prohibit the use of tents, camping equipment, and any type
of cooking equipment, and the sites will be staffed at all times of operation with onsite
security.

FAA concurs with the temporary use of the two sites proposed by LAWA with the following
conditions:

a. LAWA affords the FAA the ability to review any contract it proposes with an outside

party for purposes of implementing the proposed Safe Parking Program before signing
the contract(s). FAA’s review of the contract will be limited to ensuring consistency
with LAWA’s grant assurances.



b. LAWA ensures that LAHSA and any Safe Parking Program participants are made aware
that the LAX location is within the 65 DNL and the VNY location is less than 2,000 feet
from the runway and adjacent to the historically sensitive noise-sensitive area and that
these areas are incompatible for residential use. FAA suggests that LAWA consider
having the participants sign a disclaimer ensuring that they understand that the land is
incompatible for residential uses.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Mark A. McClardy
Director, Airports Division
Office of Airports, Western-Pacific Region

cc: Cathryn Cason, Manager, Los Angeles Airport District Office
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OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Date: August 10, 2021 CAO File No. 0220-05734-0029
Council File No. 21-0350
Council Districts: 11

To: The City Council

From: Matthew W. Szabo, City Administrative Officer ;\ﬁ( /

Subject: Report Back on Evaluation of Site Feasibility and Identification of Funding for
Potential Homeless Interventions in Council District 11

SUMMARY

On May 26, 2021 the City Council adopted recommendations from the Homelessness and Poverty
Committee relative to a Motion (Bonin - Ridley-Thomas, C.F. 21-0350) instructing the City
Administrative Officer (CAQ) to evaluate site feasibility and identify funding for potential homeless
interventions at various locations in Council District 11. These sites include: Will Rogers State
Beach at 17000 CA-1; Dockweiler State Beach at Lot 3, 11999 Vista Del Mar; Dockweiler State
Beach RV Park at 12001 Vista Del Mar; Marina del Rey at Lot 2, 13477 Fiji Way; a Culver City
owned site; privately-owned land near 5000 Beethoven Avenue; Westchester Park; Mar Vista Park;
Los Angeles World Airports land; and the West Los Angeles Municipal Building at 1645 Corinth
Avenue.

The CAO followed its feasibility process as outlined in C.F. 20-1351 to assess the proposed sites.
The CAO worked with the Bureau of Engineering (BOE), the Department of General Services
(GSD), and the public and private owners of the sites to determine feasibility. Based on these
assessments, the majority of the sites are not feasible for homeless interventions, mainly due to
infrastructure constraints. The Marina del Rey and the Dockweiler State Beach RV Park sites are
still under assessment, and the Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) is communicating with the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) about the feasibility of using airport land for homeless
interventions. Finally, the City of Culver City has decided to proceed with a homeless intervention
on the site it owns in Council District 5, near the border of Council District 11. Discussions regarding
partnering on this effort are ongoing.

Council District 11, like Council Districts 1, 5, 7, and 12, lacks City-owned land that can be used for
homeless interventions. For these areas, we should continue to identify privately-owned sites that
can be leased for homeless interventions and request that the Los Angeles Housing Department
pursue properties under the Project Homekey 2 Program. Most of these districts benefited from
Round 1 of Project Homekey. In Council District 11, two motels/hotels were purchased, and are
now operating as interim housing.

If the sites under assessment are found to be feasible for homeless interventions, the CAO will
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include recommendations for the proposed sites’ use and funding in upcoming reports.
RECOMMENDATIONS

That the City Council note and file the report as no further action is required at this time.
DISCUSSION

The following sites were assessed and found to be infeasible for the reasons outlined below.

1. State Owned Beach Sites for Tiny Homes, Safe Parking, or Safe Sleep
Will Rogers State Beach and Dockweiler State Beach are owned by the State of California
and managed by the County of Los Angeles. The BOE assessment determined that these
sites are cost prohibitive for the following reasons:
e Lack of Infrastructure Capacity: The beach sites were not built for 24/7 residential
use, and thus, the sewer infrastructure is not suitable for homeless housing.
e Lack of Utility Capacity: The power capacity would have to be increased at both
beaches, and the nearest transformer is located 1,000 feet from the sites.
e Fire Safety: There are no fire hydrants near these two beaches, and new hydrants
would need to be installed as a requirement for residential use.

2. Privately Owned Site near 5000 Beethoven Avenue for Safe Sleep
The site is a peninsula of vacant land located southeast of 5000 Beethoven Avenue and is
enclosed by the 1-90 Freeway, the Ballona Creek, and the Centinela Creek Channel. The
BOE assessment determined this site as infeasible for the following reasons:

e No Access to Site: The site has no pedestrian or vehicle access.

e Lack of Nearby Utilities: Utilities are situated far from the site, and capacity is
uncertain. The closest sewer connection is 500 feet away, the closest water source
is 800 feet away, and there is no apparent source for power within 1,000 feet.

e Expensive to Develop: The terrain is rough and substantially contoured, which would
require considerable grading and soil removal to level the site for access and
placement of pallets for administrative purposes, hygiene trailers, and tent spaces.

3. City Owned Westchester and Mar Vista Parks for Safe Sleep
The Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) assessed the proposed sites, and
recommended that these parks not be used for the following reasons:
o Sites Are Not Underutilized: Prior to the pandemic, both Westchester and Mar Vista
Parks experienced varied and robust recreational usage. Data from both parks show
that on average more than 6,000 youth participants attend and utilize the parks and
facilities. The parking lots are needed for pick up and drop off for programming and
aquatics. Both parks returned to normal operations on June 14, 2021, and
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programming is planned through the end of the fiscal year. The RAP sites that are
being used for homeless interventions are on underutilized park land.

e Revenue Generating: These parks generate more than $500,000 in annual revenue
for RAP.

These two parks should be considered for targeted outreach to connect people experiencing
homelessness to housing and services through “Encampment to Home” or similar models.

4. City Owned West LA Municipal Building for Temporary Shelter

The evaluated site at the West LA Municipal Building is an approximately 5,500 square foot
vacant office space with 24 enclosed offices on the second floor of the building. The State
Emergency Shelter Declaration allows the City to use non-residentially zoned properties for
shelter according to alternative health and safety standards. These standards limit shelter
sleeping quarters to the ground floor. This standard has also been codified in the Los
Angeles Municipal Code § 91.8605.2, 2.E. The Municipal Building is zoned as public
facilities, and thus, not feasible for shelter use. Even if the zoning was changed to
accommodate shelter, the available space is too small to make an interim housing project
viable. An interim housing facility should be a minimum of 13,000 square feet to provide up
to 70 beds, administrative offices, hygiene facilities, common space, and storage, to make
it financially and programmatically viable.

The following sites are still under assessment.

1. County Owned Marina del Rey Site for Tiny Homes or Safe Sleep
The proposed Marina del Rey site, located in Lot 2 at 13477 Fiji Way, is an underutilized
parking lot owned by the County of Los Angeles adjacent to a boat launch and commercial
buildings.
e Utility Capacity: BOE’s final assessment and Rough Order of Magnitude is pending a
report from the County Department of Public Works on sewer, water, and power
capacity.

2. State Owned Dockweiler Beach RV Park for RV Safe Parking
The proposed site at 12001 Vista Del Mar is still being assessed by BOE.

3. Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) Owned Site for Tiny Homes, Safe Parking, or Safe
Sleep
LAWA has identified possible sites for homeless interventions and requested that the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) review for approval. The FAA would have to agree to
allow the use of airport land for homeless housing and waive the requirement that land
purchased with FAA funds be leased at market rate.
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Culver City Owned Site for Tiny Homes or Safe Sleep

The proposed site is a parking lot in the City of Los Angeles but owned by the City of Culver City
in Council District 5, near Council District 11. Culver City is not interested in leasing the site to the
City. Instead, Culver City plans to develop the site as a homeless intervention and is open to
collaborating with Council Districts 5 and 11 regarding the utilization of the intervention. BOE has
provided sample layouts for Tiny Home and Safe Sleep Villages.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no impact to the General Fund at this time.
FINANCIAL POLICIES STATEMENT

The recommendations in this report comply with the City Financial Policies.

MWS:YC:AW:16220101
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: CPRA 1054 - Re: Public Records Act request

1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:02 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org>
Date: Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 10:08 AM

Subject: Re: CPRA 1054 - Re: Public Records Act request
To: Debra Huston < >

Good morning,
Please see the attached documents deemed responsive to your request for:

"1. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding the use of any parking lot in Westchester Park for "Safe
Parking". This includes, but is not limited to, the parking lot that serves the senior center, the library, and the Council
Office. This also includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bec'd.

2. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding extending the existing permit for Safe Parking in
Westchester Park parking lots. This includes, but is not limited to, the parking lot that serves the senior center, the library,
and the Council Office. This also includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bec'd.

3. All emails regarding to and from RAP regarding increasing the size of the Safe Parking program in any lot in
Westchester Park. This includes, but is not limited to, the parking lot that serves the senior center, the library, and the
Council Office. This also includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bcc'd.

4. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding moving Safe Parking from the parking lot near the ballfields
in Westchester Park to the parking lot that serves the senior center, library, and council office. This also includes emails
on which RAP was cc'd or bce'd.

5. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding the use of any building or structure in Westchester Park,
including but not limited to the Senior Center, the Recreation Center, and the Council office, for any homeless services or
interventions, including but not limited to, use as a decompression center or the Circle Team."

We greatly appreciate your courtesy and patience in this matter. You may respond to this email if you have any further
questions regarding this matter. Thank you.

On Thu, Mar 31, 2022 at 10:11 AM Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org> wrote:
Good morning,
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The Department of Recreation and Parks (Department) is in receipt of your CPRA request sent March 30, 2022 for:

"1. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding the use of any parking lot in Westchester Park for "Safe
Parking”. This includes, but is not limited to, the parking lot that serves the senior center, the library, and the Council
Office. This also includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bec'd.

2. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding extending the existing permit for Safe Parking in
Westchester Park parking lots. This includes, but is not limited to, the parking lot that serves the senior center, the
library, and the Council Office. This also includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bec'd.

3. All emails regarding to and from RAP regarding increasing the size of the Safe Parking program in any lot in
Westchester Park. This includes, but is not limited to, the parking lot that serves the senior center, the library, and the
Council Office. This also includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bec'd.

4. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding moving Safe Parking from the parking lot near the
ballfields in Westchester Park to the parking lot that serves the senior center, library, and council office. This also
includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bec'd.

5. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding the use of any building or structure in Westchester Park,
including but not limited to the Senior Center, the Recreation Center, and the Council office, for any homeless services
or interventions, including but not limited to, use as a decompression center or the Circle Team."

You can expect a response to this request on or before April 12, 2022. Please reply to this email if you have any
further questions regarding this matter.

On Wed, Mar 30, 2022 at 5:53 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
| am a Westchester resident and a leader of a coalition of community members who are concerned about the safety
of Westchester Park users and their access to the park and the three parking lots in the park. Therefore, | request the
following information:

1. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding the use of any parking lot in Westchester Park for
"Safe Parking". This includes, but is not limited to, the parking lot that serves the senior center, the library, and the
Council Office. This also includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bec'd.

2. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding extending the existing permit for Safe Parking in
Westchester Park parking lots. This includes, but is not limited to, the parking lot that serves the senior center, the
library, and the Council Office. This also includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bcc'd.

3. All emails regarding to and from RAP regarding increasing the size of the Safe Parking program in any lot in
Westchester Park. This includes, but is not limited to, the parking lot that serves the senior center, the library, and the
Council Office. This also includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bec'd.

4. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding moving Safe Parking from the parking lot near the
ballfields in Westchester Park to the parking lot that serves the senior center, library, and council office. This also
includes emails on which RAP was cc'd or bcc'd.

5. All emails to and from RAP and other information regarding the use of any building or structure in Westchester
Park, including but not limited to the Senior Center, the Recreation Center, and the Council office, for any homeless
services or interventions, including but not limited to, use as a decompression center or the Circle Team.

Thank you very much.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Fwd: CPRA No. 1106 - Re: Westchester Park--Misuse of City Assets/PRA Request

1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:28 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org>

Date: Fri, Sep 9, 2022 at 7:32 AM

Subject: CPRA No. 1106 - Re: Westchester Park--Misuse of City Assets/PRA Request
To: Debra Huston < >

Good Morning,

The Department of Recreation and Parks (Department) is in receipt of your information request for:

Public Records Act Request

Given the significant continuing risks of allowing the campsite to proliferate, and the absence of
any documented plans to close the camp and relocate the vehicles to a more appropriate area, |
am making the following public records requests:

1. "Any and all grant or other outside funding agency documents currently in force for Westchester
Park. The documents should include all restrictions to which the City stipulated;

2. Any and all documents or correspondence, written and/or electronic that may pertain to:

A. Notices and reports of leakage of human and other waste from vehicles in the lot and the steps
taken to mitigate such leakage for the past 24 months;

B. Improper use of handicapped parking by inoperable or improperly placarded vehicles and any
steps taken to remove such vehicles from those spaces.

C. Any analysis of the use of the parking lot as a campsite, including any discussion of alternative
sites."
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You can expect a response to this request on or before September 16 , 2022. Please reply to this email if you have
any further questions regarding this matter.

On Wed, Sep 7, 2022 at 11:48 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:

Hon. Eric Garcetti, Mayor

City of Los Angeles

Hon. Ron Galperin, City Controller

City of Los Angeles

Hon. Mike Feuer, City Attorney
City of Los Angeles

Honorable Commissioners of the Recreation and Parks Board

City of Los Angeles

Mr. Matthew Szabo, Chief Administrative Officer

City of Los Angeles

Ms. Sharon Tso. Chief Legislative Analyst
City of Los Angeles

RE: Westchester Park/Misuse of City Assets

| am a resident of the Westchester neighborhood. As you know, there is a large and growing
encampment of inoperable recreational vehicles parked full-time in the municipal parking lot at
Westchester Park. The encampment is in addition to and outside of the designated Safe
Parking area at the south end of the property. Many of the RV’s occupy multiple parking spots
and marked disabled spaces. In addition, there is a well-documented history of excessive trash
in and around the encampment, as well as human waste and other hazardous materials
leaking from some of the vehicles. The encampment’s residents have been offered alternative
housing but, for the most part, have refused. Many of the neighborhood’s residents no longer
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use the park’s facilities because they can find no safe and clean parking spaces, or have been
harassed by the encampment’s dwellers. There have been several police calls to the camp,
including one reporting a vicious dog that attacked an LAPD officer. A CBS News team was
accosted by homeless vehicle dwellers in that parking lot.

Our Council Member, Mike Bonin, had a staff member present at our Neighborhood Council of
Westchester-Playa Del Rey last evening, and informed the NCWP Board that CM Bonin's office
has received money from the County for 24-hour Safe Parking in the lot by the swimming pool
and ball fields. CM Bonin's representative said this parking would be used for RVs from the
Wetlands. Such a program would basically kill the park. Multiple youth athletic leagues have
folded and many youth leagues will not have their children play in the park because of the
danger of playing in a park where children are accosted by homeless people. Yet the lighted,
multiplex ball fields are THE ONLY such fields for miles around. Children are being left out of
sports, and CM Bonin's 24/7 Safe Parking plans for that lot will make matters far worse and
deprive many more children of youth athletic opportunities because the lot will be open all day
when children are there. The effect on the recreational pool and all other facilities in the park
would be the same.

CM Bonin's plan will deprive children of neighboring communities safe access to the park. At
least half of the users of this park are from inland communities who rely on this park for field
space, picnic space, swimming, the skate park, the tennis courts, and cooler weather. These
are our neighboring community members, many of whom are people of color and of low socio-
economic means.

The City Council representatives for these nearby communities will not have the
opportunity to vote on CM Bonin's plan, as | understand, because CM Bonin has obtained
money ($1 mill) from the county for his plan. Therefore, Bonin's plan bypasses City Council
members whose constituents are affected and will not be able to represent their constituents in
this matter that involves their constituents.

You are probably aware that the CAO has determined the park is NOT FEASIBLE for Safe
Parking because of the robust usage of the park by thousands. (See attached memo from
CAOQ.) Our Council Member requested this report, and he is now ignoring it and proceeding as
if the feasibility study by the CAO was never conducted.

It makes absolutely no sense that RVs that are being moved from the Wetlands because of the
danger they present and environmental damage they cause should be moved to a City park
that is heavily used by children and seniors.

Our community has opposed this by having an Action Network letter which has resulted in
nearly 18,000 letters being sent to City officials opposing CM Bonin's plans for the park.
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/save-westchester-park?clear_id=true. The issue of crime and
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lack of safety in the park has been covered by prime time news, as well as by news
publications, dozens of times. Here are links to the most recent reports:

https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/westchester-residents-frustrated-with-growing-homeless-
encampment/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h

https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/video/cooling-centers-open-throughout-la-county-as-
record-breaking-heat-bakes-southland/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h

| and other residents have contacted Council Member Bonin’s office dozens, maybe hundreds,
of times to request a resolution, and have been ignored.

Misuse of Public Assets

Public service officials and employees have an affirmative duty to use public assets to
their best and highest use, for the greatest benefit of the community at large. Many
Westchester residents, including civil service professionals and attorneys with whom we
have conferred, believe the current situation at the park is a gross misuse of public
assets.

Our belief is based on:

1. The encampment prevents the use of the park’s amenities and facilities for their intended use,
including the library, senior center and sports fields. Despite the ongoing heat wave, very few
people used the senior center as a cooling center due to conditions in the camp. Allowing
inoperable vehicles with no or expired disabled placards to occupy disabled parking places is a
violation of ADA regulations.

2. The muni parking lot’s current use as a campground is inconsistent with its intended use. It does
not have the proper sanitary or services infrastructure to support full-time camping, especially
when many of the vehicles pose an environmental hazard to the surrounding area. Putting the
proper support facilities in place would also be inconsistent with the park’s intended use and
would be more costly than the alternatives offered by the City Controller’s recent report on
homelessness. CM Bonin's plans for the ballfields' parking lot would destroy the intended use of
the ballfields and the recreational pool and other facilities in the park, even though CM Bonin has
county money to invest in the park, because people would not be able to park close to those
facilities and because of the danger presented by 24-hour Safe Parking, which means homeless
people from the Wetlands and other locations were be present all day when children and seniors,
and other community members and members of nearty communities, are using the park..

3. Regarding the municipal parking lot, using that lot as a campsite puts the City at significant risk
for violations of its NPDES permit and other health regulations. The unmitigated leakage of
human and other waste from stationary vehicles into nearby storm drains is a violation of the
Clean Water Act. The presence of rats and other disease vectors is a public health hazard. Since
the City is aware of, and has taken no mitigation action against these violations, it is at risk of
fines from the Regional Water Quality Control Board and other agencies.
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4. If the City has received state, federal or other outside agency funding for park improvements, and
that funding restricts its use to community services, its use for something other than recreational
or community service purposes may be a violation of grant conditions, requiring the City to pay
those amounts back to the funding agencies.

Public Records Act Request

Given the significant continuing risks of allowing the campsite to proliferate, and the absence of
any documented plans to close the camp and relocate the vehicles to a more appropriate area,
I am making the following public records requests:

1. Any and all grant or other outside funding agency documents currently in force for Westchester
Park. The documents should include all restrictions to which the City stipulated;

2. Any and all documents or correspondence, written and/or electronic that may pertain to:

A. Notices and reports of leakage of human and other waste from vehicles in the lot and the
steps taken to mitigate such leakage for the past 24 months;

B. Improper use of handicapped parking by inoperable or improperly placarded vehicles and any
steps taken to remove such vehicles from those spaces.

C. Any analysis of the use of the parking lot as a campsite, including any discussion of
alternative sites.

Please respond to my request as promptly as possible and please let me know if you need
more information.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Demand for security at Westchester Park for children and seniors
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:27 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Tue, Jun 14, 2022 at 7:35 AM

Subject: Demand for security at Westchester Park for children and seniors

To: <councilmember.bonin@]lacity.org>, Abby Austin <abby.austin@lacity.org>
Cc: Julie Ross <

Dear Council Member Bonin,

Two weeks ago, we publicly asked for security for the senior center, ball fields, tennis courts, and recreation pool at
Westchester Park. We now make that request formal.

https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/bonin-hires-private-security-for-westchester-office/article_9ae3074e-e210-11ec-
8e08-276e0322d2f8.html

Just yesterday, we learned the 70+ year old woman who manages the tennis court usage at the park was attacked by a
homeless woman at the courts at about 7:30 in the evening. This woman uses a walker. The homeless woman apparently
wanted items the court manager had in her walker, and grabbed some of them. The court manager screamed for help,
and the only people nearby to provide help were members of the ladies' tennis league who were playing on a nearby
court, and a female tennis coach. Just days later, the female tennis coach's car was damaged by someone who wrote
swastikas and other things on the car. We know the attacker was homeless because the next morning, the court manager
went to open the courts at about 7:00 a.m. and the homeless woman was sleeping on a bedroll near the courts.

Last week, on election day, many seniors were afraid to vote because of the homeless vehicle dwellers and tent campers
in the parking lot outside the senior center, and the accumulated trash and bottles of urine in the parking lot surrounding
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The ball fields will be open soon, and the need for parking and a park that is safe and sanitary will increase exponentially.
Our league presidents and coaches are concerned about having their youth players in the parking lots of the park and on
the ball fields without security. They are aware of attacks on children, incidents of indecent exposure with children as
victims, and harassment of children, all by homeless people in the park and within the last couple years. There are
dangerous and aggressive homeless people living in the park now.

You have made the decision that homeless vehicle dwellers may not be moved from the parking lots of the park even
though the moratorium has been lifted. You have also allowed homeless people to live around your field office in the park
and the senior center. While you have protection for yourself and your staff by private security funded by the City
for your field office in the park, the children and the seniors do not have security. The security officer told me
that security was needed "because of the homeless."” The children, seniors and other park-goers need
protection, too.

We demand that a security officer be provided during all hours the park is open for each of the tennis courts, the ball
fields, the senior center, and the recreation pool, beginning immediately. Members of our community have asked your
office for security for the park dozens to hundreds of times, and those requests have been ignored by you and your staff.
It is now clear to us that you recognize the danger because you have your own security.

Please see the attached videos shot on Election Day in Westchester Park.

Debra Huston

B IMG_7462.mov

D IMG_7436.mov
17669K
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: HIGH IMPORTANCE--Staff report re: 24-hour Safe Parking in Westchester Park

is Deficient
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:20 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston >

Date: Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 6:52 AM

Subject: HIGH IMPORTANCE--Staff report re: 24-hour Safe Parking in Westchester Park is Deficient
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Cc: <

Honorable RAP Commissioners:

| am preparing a letter of opposition to Mr. Bonin's request for 24-hour Safe Parking in the southernmost lot of
Westchester Park.

However, | have received information that you should know now. NCWP President Paula Gerez and | spoke with Jimmy
Kim, GM of RAP, yesterday afternoon. Mr. Kim informed us that the Senior Center does not have a parking lot
because the lot next to the Senior Center is a municipal lot. He said Recreation and Parks should never have had
signs there or enforced there, and that Mr. Bonin is getting different signs.

| asked Mr. Kim if he was suggesting that seniors, library goers, and other park users would not be allowed to park there. |
told him park users have been using that parking lot for 70 years. Mr. Kim was very vague in his response.

As you are aware, Mr. Bonin has obtained estimates to fence that entire lot, and that fencing would cut off access to the
senior center. We obtained these estimates in response to a Public Records Act request of General Services, which is the
agency that has jurisdiction over that lot.

We also obtained through a PRA request an email from a staff member of Mr. Bonin's to the CAO asking for Roadmap
(covid) funding for Safe Parking in that muni lot.

The estimates to fence that entire lot and the email from Mr. Bonin's staff member are attached. the estimate to fence the
entire muni lot includes a map of where the fence would be.
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Please know that if you approve 24-hour Safe Parking in the southernmost lot of the park, Mr. Bonin will then ask General
Services and the City to put Safe Parking in the municipal lot. Mr. Kim believes Mr. Bonin will move all the vehicle
dwellers from the municipal parking lot to the 24-hour Safe Parking on Park property if it is approved.

This is not possible. There are more than 20 vehicle dwellers in the Safe Parking lot, which will be for 15, if approved.
Also, Mr. Kim was unaware of Mr. Bonin's plan to move vehicles and their dwellers from the Ballona Wetlands to
Westchester Park. Mr. Bonin's staff member, Noah Fleishman, informed us of this plan. Apparently, Mr. Fleishman did not
inform Mr. Kim of the plan.

We informed Mr. Kim during our meeting yesterday that this matter should be taking off the agenda and sent back to
Recreation and Parks so the staff report can be revised to include Mr. Bonin's estimate and email to the CAO regarding
the municipal lot, input from the following:

-Input from LAPD about all the crime committed by homeless people living in the park and the public safety issues
presented

-Input from LAWA regarding the placement of a 24-hour Safe Parking adjacent to and within 200 feet of the First Flight
Child Care Center

-input from the Neighborhood Council of Westchester-Playa who did not receive information about this motion until
members received your agenda, and input from the community. The NCWP wrote a letter in July opposing any Safe
Parking in the park and giving the reasons why, and that letter was not included in the staff report

-Input from the community about their feelings regarding a possible 24-hour Safe Parking is located in Westchester Park

-Input for nearby businesses, all of whom have been very impacted and affected because of crime committed by
homeless vehicle dwellers in their businesses

-Input from neighbors who live close to this proposed project

-Input from stakeholders, such as youth athletic leagues, senior center users, tennis center users, recreation pool users,
library users, recreation program users

-Information from Mr. Bonin regarding his plans for the municipal lot so that a written contract between the City and RAP
can be entered regarding park access to that lot, removal of the vehicles used as dwellings in that lot, the installation of t-
bar gates on the entrances and exits of the lot, and a commitment to ongoing enforcement in that lot once the vehicle
dwellings are removed. This contract between the City and RAP should be entered BEFORE 24-hour Safe Parking is
approved

-Information from Mr. Bonin about his willingness to file resolutions under LAMC 41.18 to ban camping within 500 feet of
the park, and within 1,000 feet of the 24-hour Safe Parking he proposes. Signs as to both must be posted in and around
the park. This should be done BEFORE 24-hour Safe Parking is approved

The staff report includes none of the above information, which we believe is a denial of Due Process. Mr. Kim informed
Ms. Gerez and me that we could give our input during general comment time. Our response was that Mr. Bonin has had a
seat at the table giving input for months and the staff report recommending approval of Mr. Bonin's project reflects only
Mr. Bonin's input. And Mr. Bonin has not fully informed Mr. Kim of his plans.

In addition, the staff report does not include much relevant information the RAP Commissioners should have before voting
on this proposal.

Mr. Kim seems to take Mr. Bonin's promises at face value. As | am sure you are aware, Mr. Bonin makes promises to the
community and others that when one of his projects is completed, it will enhance the neighborhood and there will be no
homeless people living near the project. In every case, these representations turn out to be false. A prime example of this
is Mr. Bonin's failure to inform the NCWP or the community that the initial pilot of Safe Parking of five spaces in the park
was expanded to 25 spaces and moved to the lot next to the ballfields. The NCWP and the community was excluded from
these processes.

Another example is A Bridge Home in Venice. So many promises to the community, and now the facility is surrounded by
tents--many of whose occupants also have a bed in the facility ("dual residents," as they are called). Crime in the
surrounding neighborhoods has nearly doubled. Residents in nearby homes won't leave their homes after dark, and some
won't leave their homes at all, because of the danger. Any promise from Mr. Bonin must be in a written and enforceable
contract. We advised Mr. Kim of this during our meeting.
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Members of our community have filed ethics complaints against Mr. Bonin for his complete lack of transparency with our
community regarding these public processes, his complete unwillingness to inform us of his plans, and his complete
unwillingness to provide any of the information regarding his plans, for which we have been asking for months. These
complaints are pending and have not yet been investigated.

Mr. Kim said he would speak with his General Counsel and would let Ms. Gerez and me know today if he would change
his position and receive input from the NCWP, LAPD, and others listed above.

We will let you know what he decides.
Our community held a protest at the park yesterday opposing Mr. Bonin's plan to put 24-hour Safe Parking in the park,
asking that the municipal lot be cleared of vehicle dwellers, and asking that Mr. Bonin use all of the City resources of his

disposal find one parking lot to move these vehicle dwellers. We suggest that he consider LADOT and LASAN lots.

This event was covered by six news stations and two journalists with print publications. Most of the news channels have
already run their news pieces. We will provide a list of these news pieces when compiled.

I am also attaching the CAO report determining Westchester Park is NOT feasible for Safe Sleep because of the heavy
usage of that park by thousands and the need for parking.

Debra Huston

Preview attachment IMG_7653.jpeg
[#.Image

IMG_7653.jpeg
8.7 MB

Preview attachment H234010E OPT2 CNC CD 11 WESTCHESTER - IRON FENCE sent to client 01-20-2022.pdf
[ PDF

H234010E OPT2 CNC CD 11 WESTCHESTER - IRON FENCE sent to client 01-20-2022.pdf
641 KB
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Information received from CAO regarding Safe Parking CM Bonin is requesting

at Westchester Park
1 message

Debra Huston < Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:30 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Sun, Aug 28, 2022 at 8:23 AM

Subject: Information received from CAO regarding Safe Parking CM Bonin is requesting at Westchester Park
To: Jose Ramirez <che.ramirez@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Rap Commissioners
<rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Cc: Cloud, Hamilton <hamilton.cloud@mail.house.gov>, Paula Gerez <paula.ncwpdr@gmail.com>

Che, Jimmy, and RAP Commissioners,

We have received information from the CAO that the mayor's office, RAP and CM Bonin's office are meeting regarding
Bonin's plans for Safe Parking in two of the parking lots of Westchester Park.

Our Neighborhood Council, whose members are elected officials who represent members of our community, has not been
engaged about Mr. Bonin's plans, and neither Mr. Bonin nor anyone from his office has informed the Neighborhood
Council of his plans. The City Charter requires that Mr. Bonin engage with the Neighborhood Council regarding plans
such as these, and he has refused to do so.

In addition, CM Bonin has not engaged community members regarding his plans, or even informed community members.
We have been completely excluded from this process, yet we have a vested interest in this park.

Many from our community were at a recent RAP meeting during which the RAP Commissioners voted to extend the Safe
Parking in the lot by the pool through October 2, 2022. RAP Commissioners made it clear that they would not be
approving further requests for permits for Safe Parking in that lot because the ball fields will be opening after a year-long
renovation on October 3, 2022, in time for the fall sports season, and the parking is needed. RAP Commissioners
extended the permit until October 2 to give CM Bonin and LAHSA the opportunity to find other parking for the few people
who use the Safe Parking that is now in that lot, and asked that the fence surrounding the Safe Parking lot be taken down
before October 3, which will be opening day for youth sports on the ball fields.

However, we need more information from the Mayor's office. Che, our Neighborhood Council President, Paula Gerez, and
I would like to meet with you to discuss. Ms. Gerez is very busy with her responsibilities at all times, so | took the liberty of
contacting her by email and asking if she would be willing to meet with you. She is very interested in doing that because
safety at Westchester Park is one of her top priorities. | know you and | have been in contact for a few weeks about
getting information and meeting, and we need to have that meeting this week. Please give us a few times/dates this week
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you can meet with us. | included Ms. Gerez on this email and | am sure she will select one of the dates/times you propose
for this week.

Che, you mentioned to me when we chatted in the park a few weeks ago that the Mayor's office is looking for another
location for the vehicle dwellers in the park, which we support completely. We need to know if that is still the plan, what is
being considered, and what is the plan.

This is a matter of urgency for our community given all the crime and other incidents in and around the muni lot (the one
over which the City has jurisdiction) involving homeless people living in the park , the one the City has jurisdiction over,
very recently (CBS News team being accosted, vicious dog biting LAPD officer, man exposing himself and urinating on
tennis court, man walking onto tennis court on two separate days and saying to the 5 YO girls on one court want to have
sex with him, and the same thing the next day to 12 YO girls on another court, man assaulting another man with golf
club).

An Action Network petition to Save Westchester Park has sent 13,500 letters to officials in just 10 days. Our community is
angry, frightened, outraged, and more regarding Mr. Bonin's plans and about the fact that they have been excluded from
this process.

We hope to hear from you on Monday, Che, about meeting with Ms. Gerez and me.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Man urinating on tennis court at Westchester Park, and he returns daily
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:31 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Thu, Aug 25, 2022 at 7:00 AM

Subject: Man urinating on tennis court at Westchester Park, and he returns daily

To: <joe.losorelli@lacity.org>, Sophia Castaneda <35080@lapd.online>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>
Cc: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org>

Good morning, all.

Wanted t let you know that | received a call from someone from the tennis courts telling me that on Sunday, 8/21, a man
walked on to court 7 while people were playing on that court and urinated, exposing himself. He spent the entire day
pacing and lurking around the tennis courts. He has returned two days since, walking on the walkway between the courts,
sometimes carrying a beer. It appears he may be mentally ill because of all the pacing he does, aside from the act of
urinating on the court. He has shown other forms of aggression by knocking down a sign at the courts. He has been seen
walking between the courts with a can of beer.

The man was described to me as follows:

Caucausion, 5' 10" or so. All three days he was at the court he was wearing the same grey or black bermuda shorts. The
first day he wore no shirt and the next two days he wore a black t-shirt. He was wearing slippers on his feet most of the
time. He is in his late 20s or early 30s. Light brown straight hair that is short. Caucasian but maybe "in between" because
his complexion is darker than that of most caucasians.

People using the courts are afraid of him and of what he might do. LAPD was called.

The people at the courts would feel safer if officers, rangers, or private security could be there to keep a watch for this
man, as they fear he will be returning and may escalate in his behavior.

Thank you so much.

Debra

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVuOCCuOUBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/1


mailto:joe.losorelli@lacity.org
mailto:jimmy.kim@lacity.org
mailto:rap.commissioners@lacity.org

9/14/22, 1:32 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Fwd: Need more enforcement at Westchester Park now that Venice is being "cleaned up" again

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Need more enforcement at Westchester Park now that Venice is being

"cleaned up" again
1 message

Debra Huston < Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:00 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Fri, Apr 15, 2022 at 7:13 AM

Subject: Need more enforcement at Westchester Park now that Venice is being "cleaned up" again

To: <30093@lapd.online>, Sophia Castaneda <35080@lapd.online>

Cc: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre
<brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-iimenez@]acity.
org>, Paula Gerez

Dear Captain Embrich and SLO Castaneda,

Yesterday a neighbor sent me a Citizen App alert. It said there was a guy with a gun in his waistband at the park at
approximately 11:30 a.m. It also happened that there were several school buses at the park at the same time, and a
gathering of children with bounce houses and balloons.

The RVs and vehicles with full-time dwellers in the parking lots of the park are scary enough, but the more of them there
are, the meaner the group becomes. That is how it has worked in the past with tent campers. Right now, the number of
vehicle dwellers in that lot is at an all-time high, and we expect it to increase as enforcement in Venice increases because
the mean and aggressive guys on drugs do not want to be placed in housing or shelters.

We know from experience that they would rather take knives, scissors, and steel pipes to PATH, LAHSA, and SHARE!
workers in the park to make them go away than to accept housing. We have also seen an increase in the number of
people camping on the grass and near the senior center of the park. Here's a news piece about the increased
enforcement in Venice:

https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/venice-boardwalk-cleanups-set-to-increase/article_a6b75554-9a88-11ec-a772-
9b4584a06d10.html

This enforcement in Venice will take place with the help of Rec and Parks, according to this news piece. When Venice is
cleared, we see an increase in homeless dwellers in Westchester Park. And the ones from Venice tend to be quite mean,
aggressive, and on drugs. It's a very dangerous combination. These people present a threat to users of Westchester
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Park, just as they present a threat to people in Venice. The cleanups in Venice that are already underway are the likely
cause of the increase in vehicle dwellers in Westchester Park.

Contributing to this problem is the fact that the Safe Parking program in the park attracts more vehicle dwellers to the
parking spots outside of Safe Parking, where there are no rules, than inside the fenced Safe Parking area.

Our athletic fields in the park will be ready for use, fully renovated, this summer, and we can't have people there using
parking spaces and endangering children. RAP is trying to increase the number of activities for seniors in the senior
center, but that has not been successful because of the vehicle dwellers in the parking lot.

Our community is terrified of having the homeless from Venice migrate to the park. We've been through that, and it
resulted in so much crime in the park, surrounding the park, and fanning out into our community. We want to avoid going
through that again.

We have read that many LAPD officers will be reassigned to the Pacific Division this summer. Will LAPD please assign
some of those officers to Westchester Park? Meantime, will you please send officers to the park to enforce the park
curfew, both in the parking lots and in the grassy areas. Now that the City Council has lifted the moratorium, we ask that
enforcement begin in the parking lots of the park. There are posted signs stating the curfew, that overnight parking is
prohibited, and citing LAMC 63.44 in all parking lots of the park.

Children and seniors are at risk when they go to this park, and the more campers that show up, the more this risk will
increase. There is a shortage of parks in LA, so children and seniors have very limited options for park space. We need
your help. Thank you so much.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Notice to you, CM Bonin and Mr. Fleishman
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:26 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Fri, Sep 9, 2022 at 7:07 AM

Subject: Notice to you, CM Bonin and Mr. Fleishman

To: <councilmember.bonin@lacity.org>, <noah.fleishman@lacity.org>

Cc: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, <councilmember.martinez@|acity.org>, Alexis Wesson
<alexis.wesson@lacity.org>, Paula Gerez <

Council Member Bonin and Mr. Fleishman,

During the NCWP meeting of September 6, Mr. Fleishman you discussed in detail the Council Office plans and work with
LAHSA to use the entire parking lot adjacent to the ballfields and the recreation pool at Westchester Park for 24-hour
Safe Parking, and you informed us that the Council Office has obtained county money to fund this. Mr. Fleishman also
informed the NCWP that the plan would be to move vehicle dwellers from the Ballona Wetlands to the park, and those
people will reside there all day and all night when children are using the ballfields and the recreation pool. As you know,
the Ballona Wetlands is considered a crime hot spot by LAPD. Having these same people live in the park is unimaginable
and dangerous, and it would destroy the park. Ballfield users and recreation pool users would also have nowhere to park.
The ADA requires handicapped parking within 100 feet of public facilities.

| assume you were on the RAP Commissioners meeting in July in which the RAP Commissioners reluctantly granted your
request for a 90-day extension of the Safe Parking permit for the lot by the swimming pool and the ballfields.

During that meeting, the RAP Commissioners made it very clear that LAHSA has those 90 days to find other Safe Parking
arrangements for the people who use that lot because the ballfields will be opening for the winter season on October 3.
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RAP Commissioners extended the permit until October 2, and said the fence surrounding the 50 parking spaces that
have been used for the Safe Parking program must come down on October 2 so the people using the fields will have
parking.

This Safe Parking program has been using 50 parking spaces, fenced in, for a program for 25 cars, which is the
maximum number of cars that can use the program. We have information, based on personal observations by many in
our community, that there are never more than six to eight cars in that parking lot. Mr. Fleishman, you represented to the
NCWP that 22 cars use that parking lot every night. This is false. Perhaps LAHSA or Safe Parking LA represent this to
you because they have had 22 people sign contracts for the use of the lot? Never has anyone in our coalition seen
anywhere near that number of cars in the parking lot.

| have received information from the CAO that you, Mr. Bonin, are in meetings with RAP and the mayor's office regarding
this program. Because of our experience last summer with you getting a permit at the last minute to extend the Safe
Parking permit, we have concerns. We have obtained emails from you, Mr. Bonin, in response to PRA requests that show
you began a bullying campaign with RAP, and a shaming campaign, to persuade RAP to issue another permit last
summer on the eve of the expiration of the permit. By going in at the last minute, you were able to exclude our
Neighborhood Council and our community from having any input whatsoever regarding your plans.

We do not want this to happen again. Therefore, while | assume you had staff members listening in on that RAP
Commissioners meeting in July, | am making sure you receive notice of what happened at that meeting so you cannot
claim you have been taken by surprise and your office received no notice. RAP staff made it clear in the board report for
the RAP Commissioners that the recommendation was that the extension was for 90 days--and not for the full year that a
permit usually entails. So | assume you are aware that the program will not be extended beyond that time.

Mr. Fleishman, please share this email with LAHSA so they can get to work informing the six to eight people who use the
Safe Program in the park that they will need to begin parking at another lot on October 3. The LAHSA website contains a
spreadsheet with the Safe Parking programs in the area, and there are plenty of spaces available. In addition the Safe
Parking program of 50 spaces at LAX will be open soon.

Please be aware that we are also concerned that because you are obtaining money from the county for 24-hour Safe
Parking, the City Council will be excluded from this process. | do not believe City Council approval would be required if
you are not asking for an appropriation of money from the City. | assume you are aware of this, and that is the reason you
went to the county for money. This 24-hour Safe Parking program you are working on for our park is in a park and within
500 feet of the First Flight Child Care Center. The majority of the City Council respects LAMC 41.18, which designates
parks and child care centers as sensitive locations for the safety of children and others in the community. You are now
trying to put 24-hour Safe Parking in a park and within 500 feet of a child care center, and move dangerous people and
their vehicles from the Wetlands to that parking lot.

Prior to Mr. Fleishman's presentation at the NCWP meeting of this week, our community had no notice of your plans even
though we have been asking for information for months. This plan has obviously been in the works for months, and you
did not provide notice or allow anyone in our community to be part of this public process.

We have an Action Network letter that has been signed by many and has resulted in 18,000 letters being sent to public
officials regarding what we could put together about your plan. Now that the Council Office has confirmed the plan, and it
is worse than we could have imagined, our community is more outraged.

We were informed by Geoff Thompson, a high-ranking member of your staff, Mr. Bonin, that you do not share your plans
with the community "until they are approved," because there would be community opposition if you shared your plans. It
appears that is what is happening here.

Excluding the City Council and the public from your plans is not how the process should work under the law or by ethical
or moral standards. The CAO determined last summer that Westchester Park is NOT FEASIBLE for Safe Sleep because
it is a heavily used park that serves thousands every year. RAP has received permit requests for the ballfields from 20
organizations so far. Your plans will destroy the athletic opportunities of hundreds of children, even though parks are
deemed to be "sensitive" locations under LAMC 41.18. The City Council should be included in this process, as should the
public. | am attaching the CAO report.

Thank you.

Debra Huston
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ﬂ CAO report 21-0350_misc_08-10-21.pdf
139K
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Park equity and usage information/Westchester Park/Request for meeting
1 message

Debra Huston > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:28 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Sun, Aug 7, 2022 at 6:56 AM

Subject: Park equity and usage information/Westchester Park/Request for meeting
To: Jose Ramirez <che.ramirez@lacity.org>, Paula Gerez < >

Che,

| still have received no information from CM Bonin's office regarding his plans for the municipal parking lot. | spoke with
Paula Gerez, our Neighborhood Council President, and she has received no information from Bonin's office either.

We look forward to meeting with you in the park to discuss what Bonin has planned for the municipal parking lot at
Westchester Park, and what we can do to find other parking locations for the vehicle dwellers in the park. | believe | have
mentioned | am in close contact with eight youth league presidents who, based on their experience in the park, do not feel
safe about having their kids play in the park with homeless people living there full time, and that they need the parking
spaces. | am happy to invite those league presidents to meet with us as well. The ball fields are opening October 3, and
they would like to have the park safe for their kids, with sufficient parking. We have a group of seniors who are equally
concerned and would like to meet with you.

As | have mentioned, Westchester Park is heavily used by people who live in Inglewood and farther east. We have
hundreds of pages of Westchester Park usage records that show use of the park by Zip Code for five recent years. These
records were obtained from LA City Parks and Recreation pursuant to a Public Records Act request. The use of the park
by racial group is about 1/3 African-American, 1/3 Latino, and 1/3 White, according to surveys, and a large percentage of
users are from Inglewood.

Here's some information | have collected about park equity and park access in Westchester and Inglewood. According to
a report prepared by LA County, both Westchester and Inglewood have .8 acres of park space per 1000 people. The
standard is 4 acres/1000 people. Both communities have a severe shortage of park space.

Here's the info for Westchester
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/root/FinalReportAppendixA/StudyArea_067.pdf

Here's the info for Inglewood
https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/root/FinalReportAppendixA/StudyArea_116.pdf

"Of all major metro areas, the LA region has the least amount of accessible park space. And the problem is worse for
some communities. For example, the recognized standard is 4 acres of parks for every 1,000 people. But in Los Angeles,
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predominately African American neighborhoods have only 1.7 acres of parkland per 1,000 people, Latino communities
have just 0.6 acres and Asian American communities just 0 .3*" https://lacountyparkneeds.org/parkfacts/

From these two sections of the LA County study (https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/root/FinalReportAppendixA/
StudyArea_067.pdf, https://lacountyparkneeds.org/wp-content/root/FinalReportAppendixA/StudyArea_116.pdf) | put
together this information from the chart called "AMENITY QUANTITIES AND CONDITIONS":

Inglewood Westchester/PDR
Tennis courts 16 8
Basketball courts 8 2
Baseball fields 5 6
Soccer fields 0 4
Multipurpose fields 1 2
Skate parks 3 1
Playgrounds 7 4
Swimming pools 2 1
Splash pads 0 0
Dog parks 0 0
Gymnasiums 3 2
Senior Center 0 1

Population of Inglewood: 109k
Population of Westchester: 40k
Population of PDR: 16k

So for this area of LA County and for a population of about 165k, we have a total of 10 basketball courts in parks, 11
baseball fields, 4 soccer fields, 1 senior center, 3 swimming pools, 3 gymnasiums, and 1 senior center.

And a very large percentage of those facilities are concentrated in Westchester Park. There are buses that go from
Inglewood straight down Manchester to Westchester Park.

The mayor is working on achieving park equity in the City, which we support:

https://www.dailybreeze.com/2022/03/08/la-aims-to-improve-parks-with-equity-in-mind/
"The Los Angeles City Council passed two motions Tuesday aimed at improving and expanding park space and furthering

the goals outlined in Mayor Eric Garcetti’'s “Achieving Park Equity” executive directive.:

Here are the council file numbers for the motions by issuing executive directives, but yet we have this situation in
Westchester Park, which serves both Westchester and Inglewood:

21-1467 Passive Recreation / Open Space / Los Angeles Department of Water and Power Property Conversion / Park
Equity / Executive Directive No. 31 03/09/2022

21-1462 2028 Summer Olympics Venues / Recreation and Parks Facilities / Ballot Measure Consultant / Parks Condition
Assessment Report / Executive Directive 31 / Achieving Park Equity / Funding 03/09/2022

We support the Mayor's efforts because park access is a public health issue:

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2005.072447
(Contribution of Public Parks to Physical Activity)

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/chronic/docs/Parks%20Report%202016-rev_051816.pdf
(Parks and Public Health in Los Angeles County, A Cities and Communities Report)
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As stated in the CAO report of 8/10/21, thousands of people use Westchester Park each year, the park is not
underutilized, and the parking in the park is needed for park users.

Thank you so much, and | look forward to hearing from you with information about Bonin's plans and about making
arrangements for you to hear from our league presidents and seniors, and also from our Neighborhood Council President.

Debra
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Fwd: Permit for municipal lot at Westchester Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Debra Huston > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:35 AM

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>
Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Mon, Jul 18, 2022 at 6:21 PM

Subject: Fwd: Permit for municipal lot at Westchester Park

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, John Szabo <jszabo@lapl.org>
Cc: <tony.royster@lacity.org>, Paula Gerez <

Dear RAP Commissioners and Mr. Szabo,

| am forwarding an email | just sent to Tony Royster, GM of the General Services Division of the City. Our
Westchester/Playa del Rey community needs information as to whether Mike Bonin has applied for, or whether GSD has
issued, a permit for any type of homeless intervention in the parking lot of Westchester Park that serves the senior center,

the city library, and the council office. We began with filing PRA requests with GSD several months ago, and we have also

made informal requests. We still do not know. In addition, our Neighborhood Council of Westchester-Playa del Rey does
not know.

We do know that Mr. Bonin's office obtained estimates to fence that entire lot, and we have provided those to you. We
obtained emails by PRA showing that Mr. Bonin's office was making inquiries of another city office about funding for using
that lot for Safe Parking (see attachment). Last week, there were surveyors at the parking lot, and also lighting
contractors doing a job walk. Within the last month, the RV/van count in the park has doubled.

This is the largest parking lot in Westchester Park, and it makes up about half the parking spaces in the entire park. This
is the only parking lot that serves the senior center and the city library branch in the park. If this parking lot is not
available, people with disabilities and most senior center users will not be able to use the library or the senior center, and
parking in the rest of the park would be insufficient. The CAO determined in his August 10, 2021, report that Westchester
Park is not feasible for a Safe Parking program.

We believe the implementation of a Safe Parking (24-hour or just at night) for RVs in that lot is imminent, and we need
information as to the plans for that lot.

If there is anything you can do to help us get the information we need, we would appreciate it.
Thank you so much.

Debra Huston
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBVfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt...
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---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >
Date: Mon, Jul 18, 2022 at 6:04 PM

Subject: Permit for municipal lot at Westchester Park
To: <tony.royster@lacity.org>

Dear Mr. Royster,
We have been making every effort for months to find out from GSD if Mike Bonin has requested a permit for Safe Parking
or any other type of homeless intervention in the municipal lot that is contiguous to the senior center, the city library, and

Mr. Bonin's field office in Westchester Park.

After months of trying to get this information, both by informal request and by PRA request, we still do not know if Mr.
Bonin has requested such a permit, or if GSD has issued one.

We ask you to please ask your staff to provide this information to us right away, along with a copy of the request and the
permit, if a permit has been issued.

Thank you so much.

Debra Huston

2 attachments

IMG_7653.jpeg
8934K

E CAO report 21-0350_misc_08-10-21.pdf
139K
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Please help us get our Westchester ballfields renovated
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:06 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Jan 12, 2022 at 8:59 AM

Subject: Please help us get our Westchester ballfields renovated

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-
iimenez@)lacity.org>, Beth O'Rourke <

Dear RAP Commissioners,

Our youth athletes in Westchester Park are still without ballfields. The renovation of the fields began in August, and we
were told the fields would be ready for permitting in October. October came and went, and little work had been done on
the fields.

Then we were told the fields would be ready for permitting in January. That didn't happen. The renovation wasn't
completed and fields weren't ready for permitting in January. The fields had not yet been seeded.

Then we were told the fields would be ready in March. We asked for a date of completion in March so our leagues could
make plans for their seasons. We still have not received a completion date.

RAP has postponed the reseeding of Penmar ballfields, which helps the Santa Monica Youth Rugby Club. However, our
other leagues who have looked into getting permits at Penmar can't get permits because Penmar is fully booked. As we
have said before, there is a severe shortage of lighted multiplex fields in the City of Los Angeles. LA Rugby is playing on
fields throughout LA because Westchester isn't available. LaCrosse is playing in the private Carl Neilsen fields because
Westchester is not available. Pop Warner football league folded because Westchester fields are not available. Del Rey
Little League took fewer kids because Westchester fields are not available. LAX youth baseball disappeared and
apparently disbanded because Westchester fields are not available. And there are more stories.

Journalist Sue Pascoe of Circling the News is doing a series on the Safe Parking situation at Westchester Park, and that
involves the ballfields. As Sue Pascoe points out, other parks have had their fields available for use since last spring.

Westside Current picks up Sue Pascoe news piece about equity in youth athletics
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/2
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https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/westchester-versus-pacific-palisades-field-permits-and-the-
safe-parking-program/article_a489d7da-72d7-11ec-a63f-4bf990dbf4c2.html

_Circling the News piece about Safe Parking and equity in youth athletics
https://www.circlingthenews.com/westchester-versus-pacific-palisades-field-permits-and-the-safe-
parking-program/

Circling the News piece about Safe Parking and permits
https://www.circlingthenews.com/westchester-residents-not-consulted-about-safe-parking/

The renovation is a two-month project, and it has been going on since August. We have been given no
reason for the delays, and we do not learn of the delays unless we approach RAP and follow up as many
times as are necessary. We have been given no explanation as to why this renovation didn't happen when
the fields were closed during the covid shutdown in late 2020 through spring 2021.

Our league leaders have been given little information as to the reasons permits weren't issued for
Westchester ballfield use last spring, when other parks in the district were issuing permits for their fields.
One reason given was that permits would not be issued because of Safe Parking in the parking lot closest to
the ballfields.

We note that our Council Member, Mike Bonin, personally wrote emails basically demanding that the Safe
Parking Right of Entry (ROE permit) be extended on a very short timetable, a matter of a couple weeks. RAP
complied and put the pedal to the metal and got the permit issued on the timetable Mr. Bonin, and built a
fence surrounding the Safe Parking on the same short timetable. Neither the community nor the
neighborhood council were given notice of Mr. Bonin's request that the ROE be extended. We learned of
this only through documents obtained in Public Records Act requests.

We need a date by which the fields at Westchester Park will be open and issuing permits. This is important
to our community. Westchester Park has been the center of the Westchester community for decades. Many
of our Westchester youth, and many people who are now adults, grew up playing sports on those fields.
Our children will be without their fields for a year in March.

Will you please intervene on behalf of the children and youth of Westchester and ensure the fields are
completed in March? If the fields are not completed by then, the spring season will be interrupted--the fifth
season to be interrupted (or lost) since other parks opened their fields last spring.

Thank you very much for whatever you can do to expedite the renovation of the fields.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Please vote "no" to the request for permit for Safe Parking in Westchester
Park, 7/7 meeting

1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:33 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Jul 6, 2022 at 7:30 PM

Subject: Please vote "no" to the request for permit for Safe Parking in Westchester Park, 7/7 meeting
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@|acity.org>, Paula Gerez < >

Honorable RAP Commissioners:

Last Friday, we learned from RAP that Council Member Mike Bonin requested another permit for Safe Parking in the
parking lot of Westchester Park that serves the recreation pool and the four lighted multi-plex fields. This lot includes 50
spaces, and 25 spaces are fenced off for the Safe Parking program.

Our recreation pool is open, and the ballfields will be open within three months after undergoing renovation. People line
up in front of the recreation pool beginning early in the morning to sign up for swim lessons. Our ballfields serve
thousands of children. The park serves children from Westchester and surrounding communities, including Inglewood.
The users of the park are racially mixed, split equally among Latino, African-American, and Caucasian. It is a park of
equity and inclusion.

Our youth need all 50 parking spaces in this lot. There is a shortage of parking in the park in general, with a couple
hundred parking spaces serving the entire park and all the amenities a recreation center park offers. Our youth and their
families cannot safely park across Lincoln (Hwy 1) or Manchester (a main artery) to access the park.

I include the photos below which | took over the past several months showing that the Safe Parking program in
Westchester Park is not well used. Most nights, only a fraction of the spaces are used. | took these photos because | was
informed by Sonya Young-Jimenez that Safe Park LA told me that the Safe Parking program in the park was successful
and well used. That was not consistent with the observations of our community members who drive by the park at all
hours while driving people to the airport, etc.

| would not dispute that people are enrolled in that program and that the City is paying for their use of the program, but
they are not using it. The program is inefficient and it uses the much needed parking of park users. Those 25 parking
spots are fenced all day, and no one else can use them.

We have a 50-space Safe Parking program opening at LAX this summer, just a mile or two away from the Westchester
Park site.
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Please do not allow the City to take parking from park users who need it. The safety of our youth, from all communities,
using the ballfields and the recreation pool depends on the availability of these parking spaces.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Public Records Act Request

1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:16 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Mon, Nov 22, 2021 at 12:14 PM

Subject: Public Records Act Request

To: Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@l]acity.org>, Brenda Aguirre
<brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org>, Krista Kline
<Krista.Kline@lacity.org>

Cc: Paula Gerez

| am a resident of Westchester, and a parent and grandparent of recreational athletes. | am a leader of a large coalition of
Westchester residents who are working to make Westchester Park safe for athletes of all ages, senior citizens, and all
others.

We hereby request all of the following:

-A copy of all emails between anyone from CM Bonin's office, including Mr. Bonin, and RAP, and any other person or
agency, regarding the Safe Parking program and the Safe Parking permit for Westchester Park, from June 1, 2021, to
present.

-A copy of the most recently issued permit for Safe Parking in Westchester Park.

-Because the Safe Parking program permit was to be one year, maximum, and that year-long period expired in June,
2021, | request information as to why the program was extended, and if any further extension has been requested.

This information is requested because the Safe Parking program in Westchester Park is the only Safe Parking program in
any park in the City of Los Angeles.

Further, the Safe Parking program uses 25 parking spaces out of the 50 spaces adjacent to the four ballfields at the park,
which will be renovated and ready for use in March 2022. All 50 parking spots will be needed for people using the four
ballfields.

Finally, parents of youth athletes are reluctant to let their children play on the ball fields if the Safe Parking program is in
the parking lots of the ballfields, which are open and heavily used late into the evening.
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Thank you very much.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Public Records Act Request

1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:17 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Fri, Dec 31, 2021 at 8:37 AM

Subject: Fwd: Public Records Act Request

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>, Krista Kline <Krista.Kline@lacity.org>, cc: Paula Gerez

Dear RAP Commissioners, Ms. Kline, and Ms. Perez,

We received some documents from RAP in response to the PRA request | am forwarding, but we have received no
response from Mr. Bonin's office.

Ms. Kline and Ms. Perez, the statutory timeline for responding to this PRA request elapsed weeks ago, and we await
documents from your office in response to the request.

It is a matter of urgency that we receive a response from you so we can participate in the public process regarding Safe
Parking in Westchester Park. As you know, the Safe Parking is fenced, and it uses 25 of the 50 spaces next to the ball
fields. The ball fields will be open this spring, and kids will be using those fields. Their families need the parking. There
are four ball fields, and there will be many players on each field simultaneously, and 25 parking spots is insufficient. In
addition, homeless people reside in vehicles in some of those 25 spots that are not fenced.

This parking lot is right next to Lincoln Blvd., which is a seven-lane street coming from the airport, and the street is heavily
trafficked and the cars drive at high speeds. It is not safe for families to cross the street, especially after dark. Winter
sports are played on the lighted fields after the dark. Also, it exposes families to risk when they arrive at this parking lot
only to find no parking available, and they have to get back onto Lincoln to find parking elsewhere.

This parking lot is also next to the rec pool, which will be open within a few months. We have spent time with parents who
take their children to swim at the pool, and the parents have expressed concern about the fact that half the parking lot is
fenced off and not available for parking.

We need to have the history of how this came to be in order to participate in this public process. Ms. Kline and Ms. Perez,
please respond to the PRA | am forwarding, and please do so within a week so we have information about and can be
part of this public process.
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Debra Huston

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Mon, Nov 22, 2021 at 12:14 PM

Subject: Public Records Act Request

To: Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@l]acity.org>, Brenda Aguirre
<brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@|acity.org>, Krista Kline
<Krista.Kline@lacity.org>

Cc: Paula Gerez

I am a resident of Westchester, and a parent and grandparent of recreational athletes. | am a leader of a large coalition of
Westchester residents who are working to make Westchester Park safe for athletes of all ages, senior citizens, and all
others.

We hereby request all of the following:

-A copy of all emails between anyone from CM Bonin's office, including Mr. Bonin, and RAP, and any other person or
agency, regarding the Safe Parking program and the Safe Parking permit for Westchester Park, from June 1, 2021, to
present.

-A copy of the most recently issued permit for Safe Parking in Westchester Park.

-Because the Safe Parking program permit was to be one year, maximum, and that year-long period expired in June,
2021, | request information as to why the program was extended, and if any further extension has been requested.

This information is requested because the Safe Parking program in Westchester Park is the only Safe Parking program in
any park in the City of Los Angeles.

Further, the Safe Parking program uses 25 parking spaces out of the 50 spaces adjacent to the four ballfields at the park,
which will be renovated and ready for use in March 2022. All 50 parking spots will be needed for people using the four
ballfields.

Finally, parents of youth athletes are reluctant to let their children play on the ball fields if the Safe Parking program is in
the parking lots of the ballfields, which are open and heavily used late into the evening.

Thank you very much.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Request from community that Safe Parking permit requests at Westchester

Park be denied; 200 letters from community members
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:03 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston >

Date: Wed, Mar 16, 2022 at 11:34 AM

Subject: Request from community that Safe Parking permit requests at Westchester Park be denied; 200 letters from
community members

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>,
<tony.royster@lacity.org>

Cc: Paula Gerez

Dear RAP Commissioners, Mr. Shull (General Manager of Recreation and Parks), and Mr. Royster (General Manager of
the General Services Division):

We have included Mr. Royster in this email because we have become aware that CM Mike Bonin may or will be applying
for a permit to place Safe Parking in the parking lot of Westchester Park that is near his office. This parking lot is under
GSD jurisdiction. This parking lot is also near the senior center, the basketball courts, the public library, and the large
picnic area in the park, and it is heavily used by the families of youth athletes who often play until 10:00 p.m. in the
evening.

We oppose Safe Parking in any lot in the park, for the reasons explained in previous emails to you, which | have
forwarded to Mr. Royster. Several people in our group have responded to my emails to RAP explaining to RAP their
reasons for opposing. Below areDropbox links to all 200 letters signed with wet signatures by community members who
oppose Safe Parking in the park.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgjhu9yzntisbuy/scan_20220316003252.pdf?dI=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sksdmoanfbgp29s/scan.pdf?dI=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0qqpx83s8e5f3mr/scan_20220316153503.pdf?dI=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/nbsszm57ysor6vn/scan_20220316010237.pdf?dI=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/lujgpu48p5sxq8f/scan_20220316005309.pdf?dI=0
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/imygg4svu3wvh28/scan_20220316005129.pdf?dI=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/63o0oc3yiecwmgtw/scan_20220316004723.pdf?dI=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xmikkhkw6kpk4ur/scan_20220316004416.pdf?dI=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1ztxv5dp7hrawo7/scan_20220316004029.pdf?dI=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8sq7ixnpopkuzd0/scan_20220316003643.pdf?dI=0

Our opposition is not based on an opposition to Safe Parking in general. We support Safe Parking for people who are
homeless. However, we do not believe in should be in a parking lot of a park, based on these reasons:

Westchester Park is a "recreation center park," and has been heavily used since the 1940s by people from Westchester,
Inglewood, and Playa del Rey. People from South Central also use the park because LA is a "park poor" city, and people
from east of the 405 can drive or take a bus down Manchester to access and enjoy the park.

We are proud to be a park that is racially and socioeconomically diverse, and we are proud to have several youth league
leaders who have included diversity as a fundamental part of every aspect of their leagues. We have a youth football
league founder, a young LAPD officer, Bernard Robins, who grew up in South Central, who is starting a league, when the
ball fields open, that will serve youth from South Central in Westchester Park, where they will play with kids from
Westchester and Playa del Rey and get to know each other as human beings, rather than based on stereotypes. This
young officer lost two brothers to gun violence, and he wants to do everything he can to change outcomes for kids in his
community. Here is a Dropbox link to the video, shot last summer in which he discusses his league and his plans for the
league in Westchester Park, using the library for after school study and the ball fields for youth sports. Please take a
minute to watch this video. We found it to be both inspirational and impactful.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/tz1bplwtOzgkhrr/IMG_2160-3.mov?dI=0

In general, the park is used by large numbers of people of all socioeconomic and racial groups. Our surveys conducted at
the park last summer showed the park was equally used by African-American, Latino, and Causasion populations. The
ball fields, skate park, tennis courts, senior center, library, recreation pool, and recreation center were all heavily used
prior to covid shutdowns. The renovation of the ball fields will be complete in June, or thereabouts, and all other facilities
are open, except for the recreation pool, which is closed for the winter and will open soon. People have returned to the
park, and more will return as facilities and programs are opened for the summer. The park and all of its programs and
amenities have and will be used by many thousands of people. The park provides other and wider community benefits--
for example, the senior center has been used as a FEMA cooling station during heat waves to keep seniors safe.

The park users need all of the parking spaces in the park. There is no parking on Lincoln Ave, and the street parking on
Manchester is unsafe for family and senior use because of the heavy traffic on that street. It is unsafe for families and
seniors to park across Lincoln or Manchester, especially on dark winter evenings, because of the high volume and high
speed of traffic on these streets.

We also note that a Safe Parking lot for 50 cars has recently been approved for Lot E at LAX, and that the users of the
Safe Parking in Westchester Park could use those spaces. In addition, there are many government building parking lots
that could be used for Safe Parking purposes. We have recently heard that either LA Sanitation or LADOT is considering
using some of its parking lots for Safe Parking.

Westchester Park is the only park in the City with a Safe Parking program, and we believe that is because this use is
isconsistent with the Mission of LA City Parks.

The permit for Safe Parking, which is now in the parking lot near the ballfields, will expire on June 30, 2022. Our
communities, our seniors, and our youth implore you to deny any request for a permit or to extend a permit for
Safe Parking in any lot of Westchester Park.

If there is any process during which such permitting will be considered, we ask that you include our Neighborhood
Council. In the past couple years, our Neighborhood Council has not been notified of Mr. Bonin's permit applications or
the permit process that followed, and our Neighborhood Council not given the opportunity to give input, as discussed by
our Neighborhood Council President, Paula Gerez, as discussed in her letter below. We also ask that you include our
communities in general, who are park stakeholders.

Thank you for everything you do every day to fulfill the Mission of LA City Parks, and to achieve park equity and to ensure
park access for "park poor" communities. We are happy to live in a city where park equity is a priority, and we applaud the
City Council, Mayor, and RAP staff for their recent work that resulted in Council Files 21-1467 and 21-1462 regarding the
continuing and priority efforts of achieving park equity in the City.

Debra Huston
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October 1, 2020

Councilman Mike Bonin
200 N. Spring Street #475
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Honorable Councilman:

The Neighborhood Council of Westchester/Playa (NCWP) and our community
recently learned Safe Parking LA is relocating their program to a lot within
Westchester Park and the City's Rec and Parks’ jurisdiction. As a duly elected
board and in the spirit of openness, transparency and inclusiveness, the NCWP
respectfully requests to be included in and have a seat on both the Safe Parking
Task Force and the Task Force working to address homelessness issues in the
park.

The role of the Neighborhood Council is to serve as the voice of our community
and advocate for stakeholders just as you serve your constituents. We all belong
to the same family, the City and County of Los Angeles. The Neighborhood
Council should be recognized as a frusted and respected voice at the table.
Engaging all vested parties and working together in a collaborative fashion, leads
to better outcomes and community response to complicated quality of life issues.

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to your reply to our request.

Respectfully,

Paula Gerez
President, NCWP
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Fwd: Safe parking in Westchester Park

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Debra Huston > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:08 PM

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>
Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Fri, Dec 3, 2021 at 6:05 PM

Subject: Re: Safe parking in Westchester Park

To: Sonya Young-Jimenez <sonya.young-jimenez@)lacity.org>
Cc: Paula Gerez <

Hi Sonya,

We were not given the opportunity to provide input before RAP and the Council Office decided to extend Safe Parking in
Westchester Park through June 2022, and we request the opportunity to be heard on this issue. We request that the
permit be revoked and that we be given the opportunity to provide input before a renewal decision is made.

There is more involved besides whether there have been incidents with the people who might use Safe Parking. The first
and most important thing that comes to mind is equity in park use. Westchester Park and the pool and ball fields serve
kids from PDR to Westchester to Inglewood to South Central and more. We have survey data that establishes this. We
spent a substantial amount of time over the summer collecting data for this very purpose--our concern about equity. This
is paramount to us.

There are 50 parking spots in the lot that is used for Safe Parking, and 25 of those parking spots are fenced off for the
Safe Parking program. This deprives youth athletes and their families and coaches of the ability to use this lot for parking
purposes.

You mentioned to the league presidents and me during our phone conversation that you will have ADA compliant
walkways around the ball fields. Yet, half of the parking is not available because of Safe Parking.

There are many government building lots in the City of Los Angeles that could be used for Safe Parking without affecting
access of youth athletes and their families to parks--youth athletes of all races and socio-economic groups and their
families.

This is also a safety issue because families cannot park across Lincoln in the residential neighborhood and safely cross
Lincoln at any time, and especially after dark in the winter, to go to the ball fields to play or watch youth athletes playing
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winter sports. There is no parking on Lincoln, the street adjacent to the ballfields, and six lanes of cars drive on Lincoln at
high speeds at all hours of the day and evening.

Also, we have been informed that Westchester Park is the only park in the entire City of Los Angeles that has a Safe
Parking program. The LA City Parks mission is more about providing for youth athletes and public recreation than for
providing Safe Parking for people who are homeless at the expense of precious parking spaces, and this is particularly
true when there are government building parking lots in which Safe Parking can be provided.

We ask to be heard on this matter. It is important to us. We believe this permit should not have been extended without our
input. RAP has known for months that our leagues and teams need the ball fields, and one would assume RAP would
have known the leagues and teams needed the parking spaces for the ball fields. We ask that the Safe Parking program
at Westchester Park be revoked immediately until community input can be obtained and a decision made based on all
facts and information.

We await your response. We hope we can work together on this to find another location for Safe Parking so people who
need that service can have a safe place to park, and so that our youth athletes can safely return to the ball fields once the
renovation of the ball fields has been completed in February.

Thank you.
Debra Huston

On Fri, Dec 3, 2021 at 5:08 PM Sonya Young-Jimenez <sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org> wrote:
Hello Debra I sent over all the documents I could find on my emails. I was advised by executive management to extend
the safe parking permit. The justification was that the program was working well and with the installation of the fence
the safe parking participants were following the rules and using the area for its intended purpose. Executive
management and the council office (CD 11) are in agreement. At this time community input was not sought out. I spoke
with the director, Lizka Mendoza and she has not heard of any incidents occurring in this area. She is in contact with
contractors monthly for this area. Hope this clarifies your questions a little.

On Fri, Dec 3, 2021 at 8:33 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Good morning, Sonya,

We have received documents pursuant to our recent PRA request regarding the extension of the Safe Parking permit
in Westchester Park through June 2022.

The documents we received include no emails, so we do not know the history of how this extension came about.
It is our understanding that Safe Parking in parks had a one-year maximum and that was to end June 30, 2021. An
extension of three months was granted, and we have emails we obtained through PRA request showing the

discussions surrounding this.

Will you please let us know why the Safe Parking permit was extended until June 30, 20227 What was the
justification for that extension? Was community input sought or obtained?

| am copying on this email our league presidents, representatives of seniors, and members of our Neighborhood
Council, all of whom are very concerned about the extension of Safe Parking through June 2022. Westchester Park
is the only park in the entire City of Los Angeles with Safe Parking. The Safe Parking uses 25 of the 50 parking
spaces adjacent to the ball fields, and homeless vehicle dwellers occupy another eight spaces.

We need information because we would like to ask that this permit be revoked, and that another location be found for
this safe parking, such as a government building parking lot.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

Sonya Young Jimenez
Superintendent of Venice Beach and West Region
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Fwd: Safe parking in Westchester Park

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:09 PM

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>
Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >
Date: Fri, Dec 3, 2021 at 7:32 AM

Subject: Safe parking in Westchester Park

To: Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-iimenez@lacity.org>
Cc: Paula Gerez

Good morning, Sonya,

We have received documents pursuant to our recent PRA request regarding the extension of the Safe Parking permit in
Westchester Park through June 2022.

The documents we received include no emails, so we do not know the history of how this extension came about.
It is our understanding that Safe Parking in parks had a one-year maximum and that was to end June 30, 2021. An
extension of three months was granted, and we have emails we obtained through PRA request showing the discussions

surrounding this.

Will you please let us know why the Safe Parking permit was extended until June 30, 20227 What was the justification for
that extension? Was community input sought or obtained?

| am copying on this email our league presidents, representatives of seniors, and members of our Neighborhood Council,
all of whom are very concerned about the extension of Safe Parking through June 2022. Westchester Park is the only
park in the entire City of Los Angeles with Safe Parking. The Safe Parking uses 25 of the 50 parking spaces adjacent to
the ball fields, and homeless vehicle dwellers occupy another eight spaces.

We need information because we would like to ask that this permit be revoked, and that another location be found for this
safe parking, such as a government building parking lot.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBVfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt...
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Safe parking in Westchester Park

1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:10 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Sonya Young-Jimenez <sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>
Date: Fri, Dec 3, 2021 at 5:08 PM

Subject: Re: Safe parking in Westchester Park

To: Debra Huston < >

Cc: Paula Gerez

Hello Debra I sent over all the documents I could find on my emails. I was advised by executive management to extend
the safe parking permit. The justification was that the program was working well and with the installation of the fence the
safe parking participants were following the rules and using the area for its intended purpose. Executive management
and the council office (CD 11) are in agreement. At this time community input was not sought out. I spoke with the
director, Lizka Mendoza and she has not heard of any incidents occurring in this area. She is in contact with contractors
monthly for this area. Hope this clarifies your questions a little.

On Fri, Dec 3, 2021 at 8:33 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Good morning, Sonya,

We have received documents pursuant to our recent PRA request regarding the extension of the Safe Parking permit in
Westchester Park through June 2022.

The documents we received include no emails, so we do not know the history of how this extension came about.

It is our understanding that Safe Parking in parks had a one-year maximum and that was to end June 30, 2021. An
extension of three months was granted, and we have emails we obtained through PRA request showing the
discussions surrounding this.

Will you please let us know why the Safe Parking permit was extended until June 30, 2022? What was the justification
for that extension? Was community input sought or obtained?

| am copying on this email our league presidents, representatives of seniors, and members of our Neighborhood
Council, all of whom are very concerned about the extension of Safe Parking through June 2022. Westchester Park is
the only park in the entire City of Los Angeles with Safe Parking. The Safe Parking uses 25 of the 50 parking spaces
adjacent to the ball fields, and homeless vehicle dwellers occupy another eight spaces.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 1/2
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We need information because we would like to ask that this permit be revoked, and that another location be found for
this safe parking, such as a government building parking lot.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

Sonya Young Jimenez

Superintendent of Venice Beach and West Region
City of Los Angeles

Department of Recreation and Parks

2459 Motor Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90064

Cell: (213) 312-7966

Website: laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ3vAVu0OCCu0UBvfzz17PfCfDqptJsCBVVrUw97zmkOkGbm/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt... 2/2
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Third email to you regarding Bonin's plans for the municipal parking lot at

Westchester Park
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:34 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Aug 10, 2022 at 10:57 AM

Subject: Third email to you regarding Bonin's plans for the municipal parking lot at Westchester Park
To: <sachin.medhekar@]lacity.org>

Cc: Klemack, John (NBCUniversal) <

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@|acity.org>, <tony.royster@lacity.org>, John
Szabo <jszabo@lapl.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@l]acity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@]lacity.org>, Sonya
Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>

Sachin,

| have emailed you, as a staff member of Mr. Bonin's office, twice in the last couple weeks inquiring about CM Bonin's
plans for the municipal parking lot in Westchester Park. We have obtained documents and emails in response to Public
Records Act requests we have filed. In March of this year, you sent an email on behalf of Mr. Bonin to a staff person of the
Chief Administrative Officer,inquiring about getting funding for this lot for "Safe Parking." Mr. Bonin's office has obtained
estimates to fence that entire lot.

We oppose this. This is the largest parking lot in the park and it is needed for the families of youth athletes who will be
using the ball fields when they open on October 3. It is also needed for senior citizens who use the senior center, and for
City Library users. Both the senior center and the library are adjacent to this lot, and many of the users of both the senior
center and the library need handicapped parking spaces. This lot is needed for the rest of park users as well. This lot,
which includes 112 parking spaces, includes about half the parking in Westchester Park.

As you know, there have been many incidents involving people living in the park attacking, following, and harassing

children in the park. Most recently, in July, a homeless man walked onto tennis courts on two separate days. On one day,
a tennis pro was teaching 12-year-old girls, and the man approached the girls and began saying the "the girls just want
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fuck me." The next day, he jumped a fence onto a court on which 5-year-old girls were taking tennis lessons and said
similar things.

Our league presidents begin their winter leagues on October 3, and they need to know if Westchester Park will be a safe
place for their players. Our tennis pros at the park are frightened for the safety of the children they teach.

As you are probably aware, Westchester/PDR and Inglewood have a severe shortage of park space. These communities
have .8 acre of park space per 1,000 people. The standard is 4 acres, and LA County overall has more than 3 acres of
park space per 1,000 people. Westchester Park serves the Inglewood community, and Recreation and Park user records
by Zip Code show that. Westchester Park users are approximately 1/3 African-American, 1/3 Latino, and 1/3 White. The
mayor has issued executive orders in support of park equity. Our children want to return to this park when the fields are
open, and we need to ensure the park is safe for them.

There is a shortage of lighted multi-plex fields in the City. Westchester Park has four of those fields. While these fields
were closed for renovation, some leagues had to travel as far as San Diego to play on lighted multi-plex fields. Many
families can't do this, and have had to drop out of leagues.

Surely, your office can locate parking lots that are not in parks and move the vehicle dwellers to that location. The CAQO, in
his report of August 10, 2021, determined Westchester Park is not feasible for use as a homeless shelter or for Safe
Sleep, and that the parking in the lot is needed by park users.

| have received no response from you regarding Mr. Bonin's office regarding Mr. Bonin's plan for this parking lot. | have
inquired of other staff members of Mr. Bonin's office, and have received no response from them either. This is a public
process, and it should not be conducted in the dark. Mr. Bonin's constituents have a right to participate in this public
process, and we have been denied that right.

There are now 20 vehicles used as dwellings in the municipal lot. Many seniors are afraid to use the senior center, and
families are afraid to use the library. Two of the security guards who guard Mr. Bonin's office in the park have told me they
are there because of the danger presented by the homeless people. Mr. Bonin has fortified his office with security,
cameras, barbed wire fences, and locked gates. It is clear Mr. Bonin sees the danger to himself and his staff, and we ask
that he recorgnize the danger to children.

We request an immediate response as to Mr. Bonin's plans for the municipal parking lot.

We also request that you find another lot for the vehicle dwellers--one that is not in Westchester Park. We need you to do
this before October 3, when the ball fields open.

Debra Huston

ﬂ CAO report 21-0350_misc_08-10-21.pdf
139K
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Fwd: Updates on Safe Parking at Westchester Park?

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Debra Huston > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:58 AM

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>
Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 8:41 AM

Subject: Updates on Safe Parking at Westchester Park?

To: Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Rap Commissioners
<rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Cc: Lisa Gaines Gaines <

Good morning, Ms. Young-Jimenez,

We recently received information in response to Public Records Act request that Mike Bonin's office is seeking to increase
the number of Safe Parking spaces in Westchester Park. | assume this means that he is also seeking to extend or renew
the Safe Parking permit for that location.

As you know, our community opposes this. Westchester Park is the only park in the City of Los Angeles that has a Safe
Parking program. Safe Parking is not consistent with park purposes or uses.

Twenty-five of the 50 parking spaces next to the ballfields and recreation pool are fenced off for Safe Parking, depriving
youth and their families of this parking. Fifty spaces of Safe Parking will be opened within a month or two in Lot E of LAX,
and that is just a short distance from the park. This lot will be able to accommodate the people who use the Safe Parking
program at Westchester Park.

In addition, the Safe Parking program is not well used. Members of our community have driven by at various times all
night long, over time, going to and from the airport, and there are typically zero to eight cars in the Safe Parking lot. Yet
there are people sleeping in their vehicles in the 25 spaces of the same parking lot that are not fenced in. It appears that
the Safe Parking attracts to the park homeless people who don't care to abide by Safe Parking rules, but want to be near
the porta-potty Safe Parking offers. The gate to the Safe Parking lot is left wide open all night, and is closed and locked
during the day, so vehicle dwellers in the entire parking lot have access to any facilities Safe Parking offers.

Most of these vehicles used as dwellings stay in the park all day as well. The effect is that another eight or so of the
parking spaces in that lot are not available for youth and their families. Also, youth and their families are reluctant to park
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there when vehicle dwellers are parked there. It is apparent to children that something is wrong when there are grills for
barbecuing and disassembled bikes outside cars and vans in that lot. Or vehicles with broken windows and filled to the
brim with items.

I recall, Ms. Young-Jimenez, that you told me several months ago that the Safe Park LA folks reported to you that the
Safe Parking lot is well used and successful. It is neither. Maybe many are signed up to use it, and maybe SPLA is being
paid by the spaces used (we don't know). However, the lot is far from full, ever, and we have photos and accounts to
document this.

We implore RAP to deny any request by Mr. Bonin's office to extend or expand the Safe Parking program and restore this
parking lot to park usage, which is the use for which it was intended. There were four other parks in the City that had Safe
Parking during the covid pandemic, but those lots were restored to park usage in the summer of 2021. We ask that you
do the same for Westchester Park.

Thank you so much for all that you do to provide access to our City parks to youth in our park-poor City. Westchester has
fewer parks than most communities, and it serves youth and adults of all ages from Inglewood and even South Central.
The park is equally used by African-American, Latino, and Caucasian youth, and we are very proud of that. We want
everyone to feel safe and to be safe in the park.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Vicious dog attacks LAPD officer and homeless accost CBS News Team in
Westchester Park Muni Lot

1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:21 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Fri, Aug 26, 2022 at 6:23 AM

Subject: Vicious dog attacks LAPD officer and homeless accost CBS News Team in Westchester Park Muni Lot
To: <tony.royster@lacity.org>, John Szabo <

This week, a vicious dog owned by a homeless person who is living in the municipal parking lot at Westchester Park
attacked an LAPD officer and a social worker. This same dog had already attacked others in the same parking lot within
the last week. The man was arrested and spent a day or two in custody. He is expected to try to retrieve his dog and
return to the park.

Yesterday a CBS News team went to the municipal parking lot to do a story on homeless vehicle dwellers interfering with
public access to the library, the senior center, and other facilities in the park, and that news team, which included two
women, were accosted by homeless men as they were doing their work in filming footage and interviewing people who
were trying to use the library.
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The news team left that parking lot rather abruptly out of fear for their safety, and went to another parking lot to continue
their interviews.

Here is the news piece: https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/westchester-residents-frustrated-with-growing-
homeless-encampment/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h

The CBS news team reached out to CM Bonin's office for a statement, and in their news piece quoted Bonin's office as
saying they have placed so many people in Westchester Park and they will continue to do that. Basically, that means he
is not going to allow anyone or any city agency to move these vehicle dwellers out of the park and to another location.

CM Bonin, in his statement to CBS, also omitted the fact that he is trying to get a permanent Safe Parking program in
that. CM Bonin has obtained estimates to fence that entire lot and a member of Bonin's staff has inquired of the CAO by
email regarding funding sources to use that entire lot for Safe Parking.

We asked our County Supervisor, Holly Mitchell, to help us get information from Mr. Bonin's office, as he will provide no
information at all to our community regarding his plans for this lot. The only information we have received is in response
to PRA requests filed over the last five months. Yesterday, we received an email from Sup. Mitchell's staff stating Mr.
Bonin's office would reach out to his constituents when he has something to report. We are aware that Bonin reaches out
to constituents only after his plans are approved.

We have been doing everything within our power to work with Mr. Bonin's office, but we are met with a brick wall. We
have reached out to Mr. Royster, GM of the GSD, many times, and we are met with a brick wall. Because we understand
GSD has jurisdiction over this lot and any request for a permit to use this lot for Safe Parking would be issued by GSD.
We have requested meetings with Mr. Bonin's office and with Mr. Royster, to no avail.

Community members of Westchester have been entirely excluded from this public process. Meanwhile, people do not feel

safe in that parking lot, and they are not safe there. Also, this parking lot is the largest in the park, 112 spaces, and people

who use the senior center and the library need this parking. The ball fields, which have undergone renovation, will open
October 3 and thousands of youth athletes use those fields. We cannot expect children and their families to find parking
across Lincoln Avenue--a seven-lane stretch of Highway 1.

| am attaching one of the estimates CM Bonin obtained to fence the entire lot. | am also attaching an email from Sachin
Medhekar of CM Bonin's office inquiring of the CAO about the availability of Roadmap (covid) funding to use that parking
lot for Safe Parking.

I noticed in the news piece the man lying next to the entrance to the senior center. This man, who is homeless, has
walked onto tennis courts on two separate days. The first day he walked onto the court where several 12-year-old girls
were taking tennis lessons from a pro. The man began saying "These girls just want to f*ck me. | tell them I'm just a
homeless guy and they still want to f*ck me." The next day, he leapt over a low fence onto a count where five-year-old
girls were taking lessons and began the vulgar sex talk again. In each case, the girls and the pros teaching them were
terrified.

We plead with our city officials to find another lot for people who reside in their vehicles in Westchester Park.
There is no other park in the City, out of 480 parks, that has a Safe Parking program. Using this lot as a Safe
Parking program is not consistent with park uses or purposes, and it is not safe for children, seniors, and others.

Please contact me with any questions, and if you would like to visit the park and see this situation for yourself. Our
community would like to work with you and be a part of this public process. Thank you.

Debra Huston
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Fwd: We have witnhess accounts of people towing vehicles to the muni lot at

Westchester Park
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:24 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Fri, Sep 9, 2022 at 8:12 AM

Subject: We have witness accounts of people towing vehicles to the muni lot at Westchester Park
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Dear RAP Commissioners,

We have witnesses who have seen flatbed trucks with towing equipment towing trailers (fith wheel, without motors) into
the municipal parking lot at Westchester Park. We also have witness accounts of flatbed trucks hauling inoperable vans to
that parking lot.

In the beginning of July, there were no more than 10 vehicle dwellings in that parking lot. Mike Bonin's office asked the
vehicle dwellers to leave that lot for the day of the Fourth of July parade, because that lot is the staging area for the floats
and other vehicles in the parade. The dignitaries and elected officials in the parade saw a clean lot.

The homeless vehicle dwellers informed us that they were asked to leave for the parade and they were told they could
return after the parade, which they did.

After the Fourth of July, the towing of trailers and inoperable vans began, and the number of vehicle dwellers has
increased from 10 to at least 24.

We believe CM Bonin will claim there is a "need" for Safe Parking in the park to justify his plans for 24-hour Safe Parking
in the park.

Homeless vehicle dwellers in the lot have informed members of our coalition that CM Bonin has told them they will never
have to leave that lot. One of our members actually saw CM Bonin in that parking lot talking to a homeless vehicle
dweller.

Lt. Deedrick of LASD was present at our Neighborhood Council meeting on October 6, and he mentioned that many of
the RVs as vans used as dwellings are basically shells. They have no engines, for example. People/organizations buy
them from junk yards and tow them to locations, such as the park, and rent them to people who are homeless. We believe
the vehicles being towed into the park meet this description, and that this is what is happening at the park. We also
believe Bonin's office is well aware of this.
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There are homeless advocacy organizations that bring food to the vehicle dwellers every day. Some of the vehicle
dwellers hoard this food, which adds to the cockroach and rat problems in that lot.

We know from past experience with CM Bonin that he does set up a situation so that he can claim "we are just making
official what is already happening there." This was the basis of his motion to build shelters/tiny home communities in
parks and on beaches. (CF 21-0350.) Some groups, organizations, and individuals are making this happen in the muni
lot, and it appears to us to be a well orchestrated set-up for a claim that "we are just making this official."

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Westchester Park Safe Parking *resending*
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:04 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Mar 9, 2022 at 10:28 AM

Subject: Westchester Park Safe Parking *resending*

To: Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@l]acity.org>, Brenda Aguirre
<brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>, Rap Commissioners
<rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Cc: Paula Gerez <

Dear Mr. Shull and RAP Commissioners:

Last year, the Safe Parking program at Westchester Park was moved to the parking lot that serves the ball fields, and a
permit was issued to increase that program from five or six to 25 parking spots. No notice of these permit requests or
approvals were given to the community or the Neighborhood Council, and the community was therefore prevented from
giving any input into that process or participating in it in any way. (See https://www.westsidecurrent.
com/news/westchester-residents-not-consulted-about-safe-parking/article_e96728ae-740c-11ec-95b8-a70604d45¢25.
html.)

We understand the permit for Safe Parking will expire June 30, 2022. We request notice of any requests for extension of
that permit and any other Safe Parking requests pertaining to that program relating to Westchester Park.

Westchester Park has not recovered from the homeless occupation of the park for two years during covid shutdowns. We
still have many vehicle dwellers, in RVs and cars, living in the parking lots of the park. (See photos below for a few
examples--there are many others.) Many Safe Parking users, maybe most of them, simply move from the Safe Parking lot
to other parking spots during the daytime. Thus, they are full-time vehicle dwellers in the park.

The ball fields are now being renovated, and we expect the fields will be ready for use in June. Our Senior Center has
reopened. However, few seniors are willing to go to the Senior Center because they are frightened and feel unsafe
because of the vehicle dwellers in the parking lot outsite the Senior Center. Parents, league presidents, coaches, and
children are all very concerned about homeless people using Safe Parking in the lot closest to the ball fields because
many of the people using the Safe Parking simply move to other parking spaces in the parking lot during the day so they
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are there all the time. At least two children have been physically attacked by homeless people in the public restrooms of
the park while trying to participate in sports. A recent PRA request of LAPD shows calls to those two parking lots in the
past few months--after tent dwellers left the park and only the vehicle dwellers remain.

Also, the Safe Parking program next to the lot closest to the ball fields uses 25 parking spaces. There is no parking on
Lincoln Avenue, which runs alongside the park where the ballfields are located. Lincoln Avenue is seven lanes wide and
cars drive at freeway speeds. The street is also dark during much of the year when children are playing sports in the park
after 5 p.m. It is unsafe for children and families to park on the other side of Lincoln and attempt to cross the street.

LA is a "park poor" city and Westchester Park is used almost equally by children and youth of African-American, Latino,
and Caucasion groups. At least two leagues, Westchester Vikings Pop Warner Football and LAX Youth Baseball,
provided scholarships, transportation, and other services to children and youth from east of the 405. We have a young
LAPD officer who is in the process of starting a football league in the park for boys and girls from South Central and also
for youth close to the park, but cannot do so until the park is safe. League presidents and coaches in general do not feel
comfortable about having their players, for whom they are responsible, exposed to the risk. The park should be safe and
have adequate parking as a matter of racial and social equity. Girls have been the most frequent targets of harassment,
incidents of indecent exposure, and attacks by homeless people in the park and are at greater risk by being in the park.
Therefore, safety in the park is a matter of gender equity. (See https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/westchester-
versus-pacific-palisades-field-permits-and-the-safe-parking-program/article_a489d7da-72d7-11ec-a63f-
4bf990dbf4c2.html.)

Westchester Park will not be safe for children and seniors until the parking lots are safe for them to use and until they
have an adequate number of parking spots to safely accommodate them.

While we support Safe Parking, we ask that it be moved to a location other than the park. We are informed that there are
430 City parks in LA, and Westchester Park is the only one of those parks with a Safe Parking program. We believe this is
likely a reflection of the fact that Safe Parking programs and park uses by children and youth are not considered to be
compatible uses, and the fact that other locations for Safe Parking should be used.

We also note that the Safe Parking lot is not heavily used (see first photo below), yet it is fenced and the 25 spaces
cannot be used by park users. (See https://www.circlingthenews.com/safe-parking-effectiveness/.) Undoubtedly, there are
parking lots of government buildings that can be used for Safe Parking, instead of using a park. For example, we have
heard that LADOT is considering the use of their parking lots for Safe Parking.

We also request notice of any requests to extend the Safe Parking program, change the number of parking spots in the
program, or have a Safe Parking program in another parking lot of the park, such as the one outside Council Member
Bonin's office, because that parking lot is shared by people who use the senior center (see last four photos below taken in
the senior center and senior center parking lot). The remaining parking lot in the park is used by adults and children using
the Recreation Center, the skate park, and the tennis courts.

Thank you for your consideration.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Westchester Park Safe Parking *resending*
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:04 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Mar 9, 2022 at 10:28 AM

Subject: Westchester Park Safe Parking *resending*

To: Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@l]acity.org>, Brenda Aguirre
<brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>, Rap Commissioners
<rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Cc: Paula Gerez <

Dear Mr. Shull and RAP Commissioners:

Last year, the Safe Parking program at Westchester Park was moved to the parking lot that serves the ball fields, and a
permit was issued to increase that program from five or six to 25 parking spots. No notice of these permit requests or
approvals were given to the community or the Neighborhood Council, and the community was therefore prevented from
giving any input into that process or participating in it in any way. (See https://www.westsidecurrent.
com/news/westchester-residents-not-consulted-about-safe-parking/article_e96728ae-740c-11ec-95b8-a70604d45¢25.
html.)

We understand the permit for Safe Parking will expire June 30, 2022. We request notice of any requests for extension of
that permit and any other Safe Parking requests pertaining to that program relating to Westchester Park.

Westchester Park has not recovered from the homeless occupation of the park for two years during covid shutdowns. We
still have many vehicle dwellers, in RVs and cars, living in the parking lots of the park. (See photos below for a few
examples--there are many others.) Many Safe Parking users, maybe most of them, simply move from the Safe Parking lot
to other parking spots during the daytime. Thus, they are full-time vehicle dwellers in the park.

The ball fields are now being renovated, and we expect the fields will be ready for use in June. Our Senior Center has
reopened. However, few seniors are willing to go to the Senior Center because they are frightened and feel unsafe
because of the vehicle dwellers in the parking lot outsite the Senior Center. Parents, league presidents, coaches, and
children are all very concerned about homeless people using Safe Parking in the lot closest to the ball fields because
many of the people using the Safe Parking simply move to other parking spaces in the parking lot during the day so they
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are there all the time. At least two children have been physically attacked by homeless people in the public restrooms of
the park while trying to participate in sports. A recent PRA request of LAPD shows calls to those two parking lots in the
past few months--after tent dwellers left the park and only the vehicle dwellers remain.

Also, the Safe Parking program next to the lot closest to the ball fields uses 25 parking spaces. There is no parking on
Lincoln Avenue, which runs alongside the park where the ballfields are located. Lincoln Avenue is seven lanes wide and
cars drive at freeway speeds. The street is also dark during much of the year when children are playing sports in the park
after 5 p.m. It is unsafe for children and families to park on the other side of Lincoln and attempt to cross the street.

LA is a "park poor" city and Westchester Park is used almost equally by children and youth of African-American, Latino,
and Caucasion groups. At least two leagues, Westchester Vikings Pop Warner Football and LAX Youth Baseball,
provided scholarships, transportation, and other services to children and youth from east of the 405. We have a young
LAPD officer who is in the process of starting a football league in the park for boys and girls from South Central and also
for youth close to the park, but cannot do so until the park is safe. League presidents and coaches in general do not feel
comfortable about having their players, for whom they are responsible, exposed to the risk. The park should be safe and
have adequate parking as a matter of racial and social equity. Girls have been the most frequent targets of harassment,
incidents of indecent exposure, and attacks by homeless people in the park and are at greater risk by being in the park.
Therefore, safety in the park is a matter of gender equity. (See https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/westchester-
versus-pacific-palisades-field-permits-and-the-safe-parking-program/article_a489d7da-72d7-11ec-a63f-
4bf990dbf4c2.html.)

Westchester Park will not be safe for children and seniors until the parking lots are safe for them to use and until they
have an adequate number of parking spots to safely accommodate them.

While we support Safe Parking, we ask that it be moved to a location other than the park. We are informed that there are
430 City parks in LA, and Westchester Park is the only one of those parks with a Safe Parking program. We believe this is
likely a reflection of the fact that Safe Parking programs and park uses by children and youth are not considered to be
compatible uses, and the fact that other locations for Safe Parking should be used.

We also note that the Safe Parking lot is not heavily used (see first photo below), yet it is fenced and the 25 spaces
cannot be used by park users. (See https://www.circlingthenews.com/safe-parking-effectiveness/.) Undoubtedly, there are
parking lots of government buildings that can be used for Safe Parking, instead of using a park. For example, we have
heard that LADOT is considering the use of their parking lots for Safe Parking.

We also request notice of any requests to extend the Safe Parking program, change the number of parking spots in the
program, or have a Safe Parking program in another parking lot of the park, such as the one outside Council Member
Bonin's office, because that parking lot is shared by people who use the senior center (see last four photos below taken in
the senior center and senior center parking lot). The remaining parking lot in the park is used by adults and children using
the Recreation Center, the skate park, and the tennis courts.

Thank you for your consideration.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Westchester Park updates

1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:57 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, May 18, 2022 at 8:56 AM

Subject: Westchester Park updates

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-
jimenez@lacity.org>, <tony.royster@lacity.org>

Cc: Alexandra Reynolds

Honorable RAP Commissioners and General Manager Michael Shull,

Last November, when Mr. Bonin conducted his Encampments to Home program in Westchester Park, we learned that
vehicles used as dwellings were NOT included in that program. At that time, Bonin staff person Hannah Levien informed
us there would be no enforcement as to the vehicles used as dwellings in the parking lots of the park because of a
moratorium.

As you know, there was a City Council-imposed moratorium from October 2020 on towing vehicles used as dwellings.
The City Council lifted that Moratorium last month (Council File No. 21-0956.) We have all been waiting for that
moratorium to be lifted so enforcement could begin as to vehicles used as dwellings in Westchester Park. (See
https://abc7.com/rv-vehicle-dwelling-towing-parking-enforcement/11722630/)

Two weeks ago, a member of Mike Bonin's staff appeared at our Neighborhood Council of Westchester-Playa Del Rey
meeting and informed members of that body and the public in attendance that enforcement of curfew in the parking lot
that serves the Senior Center at Westchester Park will not begin in the foreseeable future, despite the City Council's
action in lifting the moratorium on enforcement/towing last month (see my previous email). The reason given by this staff
person was that outreach to offer housing to the people living in vehicles in the park must now begin, and that the City
must provide outreach procedures and no enforcement can begin until the City develops procedures.

This has already been done. Council File 21-0956 contains all the LADOT reports adopted by the City Council that
specify outreach procedures and protocols, and specifies five instances in which outreach is not needed. (See
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https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0956_rpt DOT_02-23-22.pdf.) Housing has been offered to the vehicle
dwellers in the parking lots of the park dozens of times, at minimum, by PATH, LAHSA, and SHARE Housing. Maybe
hundreds of times. All offers of housing have been rejected based on a preference of staying in the parking lot of the park.
The most recent LADOT report specifies a list of priorities for towing, and that includes vehicles that are not operational,
among other things. We, and many elected officials, disagree with Mr. Bonin's interpretation. Bonin is the chair of the
Transportation Committee that developed the procedures in coordination with LADOT. The matter was held up in the
Transportation Committee by the chair (Mr. Bonin) for a year and a half while procedures were developed.

Mr. Bonin's staff person also said at the NCWP meeting that there is a shortage of storage space for RVs that are towed,
and for that additional reason enforcement will not happen in the park.

Mr. Bonin's office has made it clear to RAP that he will not allow any enforcement in the lot that serves the Senior Center
and the Library, claiming it is under the jurisdiction of the General Services Division. This is the largest parking lot in the
park, yet it has been rendered unusable by most because of the vehicle dwellers in that parking lot that serves the Senior
Center. (See photo below.) This one vehicle is using three to four handicapped parking spots directly in front of the Senior
Center. There are approximately 20 vehicles used as dwellings in the parking lots of the park, and many use more than
one parking spot and handicapped parking spots. The vehicle dwellers near the Senior Center attract homeless campers.
A photo below shows a homeless camper who is camped directly in front of the front door of the Senior Center. Both
photos were taken this week.

In addition, we have learned through Public Records Act requests that Mr. Bonin's office is inquiring of RAP about
increasing the number of parking spots in the Safe Parking program located in the parking lot near the swimming pool.
That Safe Parking program is underused and attracts vehicle dwellers to the part of the parking lot that is not included in
the Safe Parking program. Between the fenced-in Safe Parking area and vehicle dwellers in the parking lots, over 50
parking spots in the park are unavailable for use by park goers. In addition, park goers do not feel safe parking in two of
the three parking lots of the park because of the vehicle dwellers.

Westchester Park is a Rec Center Park with programming year round. There is a skate park, eight tennis courts, a senior
center, a swimming pool, four lighted multiplex ball fields, and large areas with tables for gatherings and events in the
park. There is also a public library that shares parking with park goers. Because of the robust usage of the park, as
shown by usage records maintained by RAP, the CAO determined the park is not feasible for Safe Parking. (See
attachment.)

The ballfields at the park are under renovation, and when that renovation is completed this summer, hundreds of families
will need parking. Our elders need parking spaces to engage in programs and activities in the senior center, and families
with children need parking to participate in programs at the library.

Based on the foregoing, we respectfully request that RAP do all of the following:

- Deny Mr. Bonin's request for an extension of the permit for Safe Parking and for an expansion of that program
in Westchester Park.

- Begin enforcement in the parking lots of the park under RAP jurisdiction. RAP rangers went to the park one
evening after curfew and asked vehicle dwellers in the lot by the ballfields to leave, and they did. Enforcement is
authorized by the City Council now, and it works. Also, it does not necessarily include towing.

- Install T-Bar gates at all parking lot entrances and exits and close and lock them during park curfew hours.

Attached is a video of DeAndre Parks, whose Westchester Vikings Pop Warner flag football league folded, despite Mr.
Parks efforts to save the league. Westchester Park was the home field for the Vikings. The Vikings served a racially
mixed group of children, including many from east of the 405 who could take a bus straight down Manchester to the park.
The league provided hot meals for the players and a very positive youth athletic experience. This was a program the
community and other communities counted on and needed. After the league folded, many of the players were left without
a league because of lack of transportation to other fields. Please note that Mr. Parks' reference to Safe Parking in no way
expresses his support for or acceptance of Safe Parking in the park. At the time he was trying to save his league, Safe
Parking in the park included five or six parking spaces for women, and was in another parking lot. None of us had any
idea Bonin planned to increase it to 25 fenced-off parking spots. Mr. Parks' video demonstrates his struggle to save his
league, and all the difficulties and roadblocks he faced. We are still dealing with difficulties and roadblocks, after well over
a year, which is how long the ballfields have been closed.

| have included as an addressee Mr. Tony Royster, General Manager of the General Services Division which maintains
jurisdiction over the parking lot next to the Senior Center. We believe based on LAMC 86.03 that RAP has enforcement
authority in this lot because it serves the park. We understand there is disagreement on this issue. We have reached out
to Mr. Royster with our concerns and have asked for his help.
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Thank you very much for your consideration, and please help us restore this park to one that is safe and feels safe for all,
is consistent with the mission statement of LA City Parks and park equity policies, and is consistent with the CAO

determination that Westchester Park is not feasible for a Safe Parking program (see attached CAO report). We remain
grateful for your help.

Debra Huston

B DeAndre Parks 480.mov
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Westchester Park/Request for cleanup of parking lots and enforcement in
parking lots

1 message

Debra Huston Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:34 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, May 18, 2022 at 11:25 AM

Subject: Westchester Park/Request for cleanup of parking lots and enforcement in parking lots

To: Paula Gerez < >, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, <tony.royster@lacity.org>,
Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Abby Austin <abby.austin@]acity.org>

Cc: Brenda Aquirre <brenda.aquirre@]acity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-iimenez@]acity.org>, Alexandra
Reynolds <

Dear Council Member Bonin, NCWP President Paula Gerez, Mr. Shull, Mr. Royster, Mr. Kim, and Ms. Austin,

Members of our community have reached out to me with complaints about the state of the parking lot
that serves the Senior Center in Westchester Park. Concerns include the amount of trash and other items
in the parking lot, people sleeping in the parking lot (not in vehicles), and the increasing number of
vehicles used as dwellings in the lot, which likely results from enforcement in other areas.

I drove through the lot this morning and was shocked at what I saw. I was at the parking lot on Sunday
and today, just three days later, it was much worse. The white van that was using several handicapped
parking spots in front of the Senior Center is now using five handicapped parking spaces. There was a
man sleeping on the asphalt in blankets. And the number of vehicles used as dwellings in the parking lot
has increased in just the last few days.

These matters are of great concern to our community because we were told by Hannah Levien of Mr.
Bonin's office in November, during the Encampments to Home program, that vehicles used as dwellings
could not be removed but that trash and other items around vehicles could be removed. At that time, Mr.
Bonin's office scheduled a cleanup of the parking lot. Now the parking lot looks worse than it did back in
November, and trash surrounds several vehicles in the parking lot. In addition, we were told back in
November that vehicles used as dwelllings could not be moved from the park, but campers could. Now we
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have people sleeping on the asphalt of the parking lot and using their vehicles as storage space. (See
photos below.)

We were also told by Ms. Levien in November that the reason the vehicles could not be towed was
because of a moratorium. That moratorium has now been lifted. (CF 21-0956.)

We request the following:

- That Mr. Bonin's office notice and conduct a cleanup of the parking lot that serves the Senior Center on
at least a weekly basis.

- Mr. Bonin's office authorize LADOT immediately to begin enforcement and tow vehicles in the parking
lots of the park that meet one of the five criteria specified in the LADOT report of February 23, 2022,
which was adopted by the City Council. (https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0956 rpt DOT_02-23-22.pdf)
Those criteria, as set forth in this report, include:

1. Vehicles that present a traffic safety hazard. Traffic safety hazard violations include blocked traffic
lanes, walkways, fire hydrants, driveways, anti-gridlock/peak hour zones, and stolen vehicles. These
vehicles commonly fall within the Community Caretaking Exception as defined in California Vehicle Code
(CVC) Section 22650, and shall be removed immediately.

2. Vehicles that pose an environmental or public health hazard. Vehicles that create an environmental or
public health hazard through the repeated excess accumulation of trash, debris or discharge of biohazard
waste as documented by three (3) or more service call responses from the Department of Sanitation to
mitigate this hazard may be towed. Similarly, vehicles that have been extensively destroyed, burned, or
present a threat to environmentally sensitive habitats may be towed. LADOT will provide sufficient notice
of pending enforcement action in those instances when the vehicle’s owner is present, and LADOT will
initiate and document engagement with homeless services providers prior to removal.

3. Vehicles that interfere with public works projects or special events. LADOT posts Temporary No Parking
Tow Away signs to alert motorists of future construction activity, street resurfacing projects, or major
public events such as parades, street fairs, marathon, etc., in which vehicles interfere with the ability to
complete or safely conduct this activity. LADOT will cite and impound vehicles that remain on the street in
violation of posted temporary signs.

4. Inoperable vehicles. Vehicles that cannot be safely or reasonably operated, such as vehicles that are
clearly disabled, missing engine, windshield, tires, or other components critical to operating a vehicle will
be removed after an officer provides sufficient notice to the owner/occupant.

5. Unregistered vehicles. Vehicles that are not registered may not lawfully operate on City streets and
may be subject to tow following sufficient notice to the owner/occupant.

Many vehicles in the parking lot that serves the Senior Center meet one or more of the above criteria. We
ask that enforcement begin immediately.

- As for vehicles that do not meet one of the above criteria, we request that outreach begin immediately
so enforcement may follow.

Mr. Bonin, we believe you have the staff and authority to find parking lots in the City that do not include
parks where people living in vehicles may park. A park is not an appropriate place for this use.

We formally request a meeting with you or your staff, Mr. Bonin, if there is any reason you believe you
cannot do what we have asked.

Debra Huston
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Fwd: Westchester Park--Misuse of City Assets/PRA Request

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Debra Huston <d > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:24 PM

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>
Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Sep 7, 2022 at 11:48 AM

Subject: Westchester Park--Misuse of City Assets/PRA Request

To: <mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org>, Eric Garcetti <mayor.garcetti@lacity.org>, Greg Good <greg.good@lacity.org>,
<controller.galperin@lacity.org>, <mike.feuer@lacity.org>, <kathleen.kenealy@lacity.org>, Rap Commissioners
<rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, <matt.szabo@lacity.org>, Yolanda Chavez <yolanda.chavez@lacity.org>,
<sharon.tso@lacity.org>, <karen.kalfayan@|lacity.org>

Cc: Paula Gerez < >, Klemack, John (NBCUniversal) < Villegas,
Catalina <catalina.villegas@charter.com>, Rina Nakano Nakano < >, < >,
< >, Tim Campbell < >, Lisa Gaines < >, Alexandra Reynolds
< >, kristin ziebarth < >, Sue Pascoe < >, Jamie
Paige < > < > L Perez < >, Nickee Liang

< >, Dennis Gleason <dennis.gleason@]acity.org>, <councilmember.martinez@lacity.org>, Alexis

Wesson <alexis.wesson@lacity.org>

Hon. Eric Garcetti, Mayor

City of Los Angeles

Hon. Ron Galperin, City Controller

City of Los Angeles

Hon. Mike Feuer, City Attorney

City of Los Angeles
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Honorable Commissioners of the Recreation and Parks Board

City of Los Angeles

Mr. Matthew Szabo, Chief Administrative Officer

City of Los Angeles

Ms. Sharon Tso. Chief Legislative Analyst
City of Los Angeles

RE: Westchester Park/Misuse of City Assets

| am a resident of the Westchester neighborhood. As you know, there is a large and growing
encampment of inoperable recreational vehicles parked full-time in the municipal parking lot at
Westchester Park. The encampment is in addition to and outside of the designated Safe Parking
area at the south end of the property. Many of the RV’s occupy multiple parking spots and
marked disabled spaces. In addition, there is a well-documented history of excessive trash in
and around the encampment, as well as human waste and other hazardous materials leaking
from some of the vehicles. The encampment’s residents have been offered alternative housing
but, for the most part, have refused. Many of the neighborhood’s residents no longer use the
park’s facilities because they can find no safe and clean parking spaces, or have been harassed
by the encampment’s dwellers. There have been several police calls to the camp, including one
reporting a vicious dog that attacked an LAPD officer. A CBS News team was accosted by
homeless vehicle dwellers in that parking lot.

Our Council Member, Mike Bonin, had a staff member present at our Neighborhood Council of
Westchester-Playa Del Rey last evening, and informed the NCWP Board that CM Bonin's office
has received money from the County for 24-hour Safe Parking in the lot by the swimming pool
and ball fields. CM Bonin's representative said this parking would be used for RVs from the
Wetlands. Such a program would basically kill the park. Multiple youth athletic leagues have
folded and many youth leagues will not have their children play in the park because of the
danger of playing in a park where children are accosted by homeless people. Yet the lighted,
multiplex ball fields are THE ONLY such fields for miles around. Children are being left out of
sports, and CM Bonin's 24/7 Safe Parking plans for that lot will make matters far worse and
deprive many more children of youth athletic opportunities because the lot will be open all day
when children are there. The effect on the recreational pool and all other facilities in the park
would be the same.

CM Bonin's plan will deprive children of neighboring communities safe access to the park. At

least half of the users of this park are from inland communities who rely on this park for field

space, picnic space, swimming, the skate park, the tennis courts, and cooler weather. These are
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our neighboring community members, many of whom are people of color and of low socio-
economic means.

The City Council representatives for these nearby communities will not have the
opportunity to vote on CM Bonin's plan, as | understand, because CM Bonin has obtained
money ($1 mill) from the county for his plan. Therefore, Bonin's plan bypasses City Council
members whose constituents are affected and will not be able to represent their constituents in
this matter that involves their constituents.

You are probably aware that the CAO has determined the park is NOT FEASIBLE for Safe
Parking because of the robust usage of the park by thousands. (See attached memo from
CAO.) Our Council Member requested this report, and he is now ignoring it and proceeding as if
the feasibility study by the CAO was never conducted.

It makes absolutely no sense that RVs that are being moved from the Wetlands because of the
danger they present and environmental damage they cause should be moved to a City park that
is heavily used by children and seniors.

Our community has opposed this by having an Action Network letter which has resulted in nearly
18,000 letters being sent to City officials opposing CM Bonin's plans for the park.
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/save-westchester-park?clear_id=true. The issue of crime and lack
of safety in the park has been covered by prime time news, as well as by news publications,
dozens of times. Here are links to the most recent reports:

https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/westchester-residents-frustrated-with-growing-homeless-
encampment/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h

https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/video/cooling-centers-open-throughout-la-county-as-record-
breaking-heat-bakes-southland/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h

| and other residents have contacted Council Member Bonin’s office dozens, maybe hundreds, of
times to request a resolution, and have been ignored.

Misuse of Public Assets

Public service officials and employees have an affirmative duty to use public assets to
their best and highest use, for the greatest benefit of the community at large. Many
Westchester residents, including civil service professionals and attorneys with whom we
have conferred, believe the current situation at the park is a gross misuse of public
assets.
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Our belief is based on:

1. The encampment prevents the use of the park’s amenities and facilities for their intended use,
including the library, senior center and sports fields. Despite the ongoing heat wave, very few
people used the senior center as a cooling center due to conditions in the camp. Allowing
inoperable vehicles with no or expired disabled placards to occupy disabled parking places is a
violation of ADA regulations.

2. The muni parking lot’s current use as a campground is inconsistent with its intended use. It does
not have the proper sanitary or services infrastructure to support full-time camping, especially when
many of the vehicles pose an environmental hazard to the surrounding area. Putting the proper
support facilities in place would also be inconsistent with the park’s intended use and would be
more costly than the alternatives offered by the City Controller’s recent report on homelessness.
CM Bonin's plans for the ballfields' parking lot would destroy the intended use of the ballfields and
the recreational pool and other facilities in the park, even though CM Bonin has county money to
invest in the park, because people would not be able to park close to those facilities and because
of the danger presented by 24-hour Safe Parking, which means homeless people from the
Wetlands and other locations were be present all day when children and seniors, and other
community members and members of nearty communities, are using the park..

3. Regarding the municipal parking lot, using that lot as a campsite puts the City at significant risk for
violations of its NPDES permit and other health regulations. The unmitigated leakage of human and
other waste from stationary vehicles into nearby storm drains is a violation of the Clean Water Act.
The presence of rats and other disease vectors is a public health hazard. Since the City is aware
of, and has taken no mitigation action against these violations, it is at risk of fines from the
Regional Water Quality Control Board and other agencies.

4. If the City has received state, federal or other outside agency funding for park improvements, and
that funding restricts its use to community services, its use for something other than recreational or
community service purposes may be a violation of grant conditions, requiring the City to pay those
amounts back to the funding agencies.

Public Records Act Request

Given the significant continuing risks of allowing the campsite to proliferate, and the absence of
any documented plans to close the camp and relocate the vehicles to a more appropriate area, |
am making the following public records requests:

1. Any and all grant or other outside funding agency documents currently in force for Westchester
Park. The documents should include all restrictions to which the City stipulated;

2. Any and all documents or correspondence, written and/or electronic that may pertain to:

A. Notices and reports of leakage of human and other waste from vehicles in the lot and the steps
taken to mitigate such leakage for the past 24 months;

B. Improper use of handicapped parking by inoperable or improperly placarded vehicles and any
steps taken to remove such vehicles from those spaces.

C. Any analysis of the use of the parking lot as a campsite, including any discussion of alternative
sites.
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Please respond to my request as promptly as possible and please let me know if you need more
information.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

@ CAO report 21-0350_misc_08-10-21.pdf
139K
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Vicious dog attacks LAPD officer and homeless accost CBS News Team in
Westchester Park Muni Lot

1 message

Debra Huston < Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:21 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Fri, Aug 26, 2022 at 6:23 AM

Subject: Vicious dog attacks LAPD officer and homeless accost CBS News Team in Westchester Park Muni Lot

To: <tony.royster@lacity.org>, John Szabo <jszabo@lapl.org>, cris b. liban <

< >, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>, Rap
Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aquirre@]acity.org>, Sue Pascoe

This week, a vicious dog owned by a homeless person who is living in the municipal parking lot at Westchester Park
attacked an LAPD officer and a social worker. This same dog had already attacked others in the same parking lot within
the last week. The man was arrested and spent a day or two in custody. He is expected to try to retrieve his dog and
return to the park.

Yesterday a CBS News team went to the municipal parking lot to do a story on homeless vehicle dwellers interfering with
public access to the library, the senior center, and other facilities in the park, and that news team, which included two
women, were accosted by homeless men as they were doing their work in filming footage and interviewing people who
were trying to use the library.
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The news team left that parking lot rather abruptly out of fear for their safety, and went to another parking lot to continue
their interviews.

Here is the news piece: https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/westchester-residents-frustrated-with-growing-
homeless-encampment/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h

The CBS news team reached out to CM Bonin's office for a statement, and in their news piece quoted Bonin's office as
saying they have placed so many people in Westchester Park and they will continue to do that. Basically, that means he
is not going to allow anyone or any city agency to move these vehicle dwellers out of the park and to another location.

CM Bonin, in his statement to CBS, also omitted the fact that he is trying to get a permanent Safe Parking program in
that. CM Bonin has obtained estimates to fence that entire lot and a member of Bonin's staff has inquired of the CAO by
email regarding funding sources to use that entire lot for Safe Parking.

We asked our County Supervisor, Holly Mitchell, to help us get information from Mr. Bonin's office, as he will provide no
information at all to our community regarding his plans for this lot. The only information we have received is in response
to PRA requests filed over the last five months. Yesterday, we received an email from Sup. Mitchell's staff stating Mr.
Bonin's office would reach out to his constituents when he has something to report. We are aware that Bonin reaches out
to constituents only after his plans are approved.

We have been doing everything within our power to work with Mr. Bonin's office, but we are met with a brick wall. We
have reached out to Mr. Royster, GM of the GSD, many times, and we are met with a brick wall. Because we understand
GSD has jurisdiction over this lot and any request for a permit to use this lot for Safe Parking would be issued by GSD.
We have requested meetings with Mr. Bonin's office and with Mr. Royster, to no avail.

Community members of Westchester have been entirely excluded from this public process. Meanwhile, people do not feel

safe in that parking lot, and they are not safe there. Also, this parking lot is the largest in the park, 112 spaces, and people

who use the senior center and the library need this parking. The ball fields, which have undergone renovation, will open
October 3 and thousands of youth athletes use those fields. We cannot expect children and their families to find parking
across Lincoln Avenue--a seven-lane stretch of Highway 1.

| am attaching one of the estimates CM Bonin obtained to fence the entire lot. | am also attaching an email from Sachin
Medhekar of CM Bonin's office inquiring of the CAO about the availability of Roadmap (covid) funding to use that parking
lot for Safe Parking.

I noticed in the news piece the man lying next to the entrance to the senior center. This man, who is homeless, has
walked onto tennis courts on two separate days. The first day he walked onto the court where several 12-year-old girls
were taking tennis lessons from a pro. The man began saying "These girls just want to f*ck me. | tell them I'm just a
homeless guy and they still want to f*ck me." The next day, he leapt over a low fence onto a count where five-year-old
girls were taking lessons and began the vulgar sex talk again. In each case, the girls and the pros teaching them were
terrified.

We plead with our city officials to find another lot for people who reside in their vehicles in Westchester Park.
There is no other park in the City, out of 480 parks, that has a Safe Parking program. Using this lot as a Safe
Parking program is not consistent with park uses or purposes, and it is not safe for children, seniors, and others.

Please contact me with any questions, and if you would like to visit the park and see this situation for yourself. Our
community would like to work with you and be a part of this public process. Thank you.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Westchester Park Safe Parking *resending*
1 message

Debra Huston < > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:04 PM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Mar 9, 2022 at 10:28 AM

Subject: Westchester Park Safe Parking *resending*

To: Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@l]acity.org>, Brenda Aguirre
<brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>, Rap Commissioners
<rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Cc: Paula Gerez <

Dear Mr. Shull and RAP Commissioners:

Last year, the Safe Parking program at Westchester Park was moved to the parking lot that serves the ball fields, and a
permit was issued to increase that program from five or six to 25 parking spots. No notice of these permit requests or
approvals were given to the community or the Neighborhood Council, and the community was therefore prevented from
giving any input into that process or participating in it in any way. (See https://www.westsidecurrent.
com/news/westchester-residents-not-consulted-about-safe-parking/article_e96728ae-740c-11ec-95b8-a70604d45¢25.
html.)

We understand the permit for Safe Parking will expire June 30, 2022. We request notice of any requests for extension of
that permit and any other Safe Parking requests pertaining to that program relating to Westchester Park.

Westchester Park has not recovered from the homeless occupation of the park for two years during covid shutdowns. We
still have many vehicle dwellers, in RVs and cars, living in the parking lots of the park. (See photos below for a few
examples--there are many others.) Many Safe Parking users, maybe most of them, simply move from the Safe Parking lot
to other parking spots during the daytime. Thus, they are full-time vehicle dwellers in the park.

The ball fields are now being renovated, and we expect the fields will be ready for use in June. Our Senior Center has
reopened. However, few seniors are willing to go to the Senior Center because they are frightened and feel unsafe
because of the vehicle dwellers in the parking lot outsite the Senior Center. Parents, league presidents, coaches, and
children are all very concerned about homeless people using Safe Parking in the lot closest to the ball fields because
many of the people using the Safe Parking simply move to other parking spaces in the parking lot during the day so they
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are there all the time. At least two children have been physically attacked by homeless people in the public restrooms of
the park while trying to participate in sports. A recent PRA request of LAPD shows calls to those two parking lots in the
past few months--after tent dwellers left the park and only the vehicle dwellers remain.

Also, the Safe Parking program next to the lot closest to the ball fields uses 25 parking spaces. There is no parking on
Lincoln Avenue, which runs alongside the park where the ballfields are located. Lincoln Avenue is seven lanes wide and
cars drive at freeway speeds. The street is also dark during much of the year when children are playing sports in the park
after 5 p.m. It is unsafe for children and families to park on the other side of Lincoln and attempt to cross the street.

LA is a "park poor" city and Westchester Park is used almost equally by children and youth of African-American, Latino,
and Caucasion groups. At least two leagues, Westchester Vikings Pop Warner Football and LAX Youth Baseball,
provided scholarships, transportation, and other services to children and youth from east of the 405. We have a young
LAPD officer who is in the process of starting a football league in the park for boys and girls from South Central and also
for youth close to the park, but cannot do so until the park is safe. League presidents and coaches in general do not feel
comfortable about having their players, for whom they are responsible, exposed to the risk. The park should be safe and
have adequate parking as a matter of racial and social equity. Girls have been the most frequent targets of harassment,
incidents of indecent exposure, and attacks by homeless people in the park and are at greater risk by being in the park.
Therefore, safety in the park is a matter of gender equity. (See https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/westchester-
versus-pacific-palisades-field-permits-and-the-safe-parking-program/article_a489d7da-72d7-11ec-a63f-
4bf990dbf4c2.html.)

Westchester Park will not be safe for children and seniors until the parking lots are safe for them to use and until they
have an adequate number of parking spots to safely accommodate them.

While we support Safe Parking, we ask that it be moved to a location other than the park. We are informed that there are
430 City parks in LA, and Westchester Park is the only one of those parks with a Safe Parking program. We believe this is
likely a reflection of the fact that Safe Parking programs and park uses by children and youth are not considered to be
compatible uses, and the fact that other locations for Safe Parking should be used.

We also note that the Safe Parking lot is not heavily used (see first photo below), yet it is fenced and the 25 spaces
cannot be used by park users. (See https://www.circlingthenews.com/safe-parking-effectiveness/.) Undoubtedly, there are
parking lots of government buildings that can be used for Safe Parking, instead of using a park. For example, we have
heard that LADOT is considering the use of their parking lots for Safe Parking.

We also request notice of any requests to extend the Safe Parking program, change the number of parking spots in the
program, or have a Safe Parking program in another parking lot of the park, such as the one outside Council Member
Bonin's office, because that parking lot is shared by people who use the senior center (see last four photos below taken in
the senior center and senior center parking lot). The remaining parking lot in the park is used by adults and children using
the Recreation Center, the skate park, and the tennis courts.

Thank you for your consideration.

Debra Huston
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Fwd: Westchester Park updates

1 message

Debra Huston > Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:57 AM
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Attorney John Murdock who sent a letter to you this morning has informed me that the emails | have sent to you must be
made part of the record for Item No. 22-244, which is on your agenda for the September 15, 2022, meeting of your
commission.

There are a number of legal reasons that the record must be made complete and preserved. Therefore, | am forwarding
to you the emails | and other community members have sent to you and ask that each of them be made part of the official
record in Item No. 22-244 for the September 15, 2022, meeting.

Thank you.

Debra Huston

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston <

Date: Wed, May 18, 2022 at 8:56 AM

Subject: Westchester Park updates

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-
jimenez@lacity.org>, <tony.royster@lacity.org>

Cc: Alexandra Reynolds

Honorable RAP Commissioners and General Manager Michael Shull,

Last November, when Mr. Bonin conducted his Encampments to Home program in Westchester Park, we learned that
vehicles used as dwellings were NOT included in that program. At that time, Bonin staff person Hannah Levien informed
us there would be no enforcement as to the vehicles used as dwellings in the parking lots of the park because of a
moratorium.

As you know, there was a City Council-imposed moratorium from October 2020 on towing vehicles used as dwellings.
The City Council lifted that Moratorium last month (Council File No. 21-0956.) We have all been waiting for that
moratorium to be lifted so enforcement could begin as to vehicles used as dwellings in Westchester Park. (See
https://abc7.com/rv-vehicle-dwelling-towing-parking-enforcement/11722630/)

Two weeks ago, a member of Mike Bonin's staff appeared at our Neighborhood Council of Westchester-Playa Del Rey
meeting and informed members of that body and the public in attendance that enforcement of curfew in the parking lot
that serves the Senior Center at Westchester Park will not begin in the foreseeable future, despite the City Council's
action in lifting the moratorium on enforcement/towing last month (see my previous email). The reason given by this staff
person was that outreach to offer housing to the people living in vehicles in the park must now begin, and that the City
must provide outreach procedures and no enforcement can begin until the City develops procedures.

This has already been done. Council File 21-0956 contains all the LADOT reports adopted by the City Council that
specify outreach procedures and protocols, and specifies five instances in which outreach is not needed. (See
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https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0956_rpt DOT_02-23-22.pdf.) Housing has been offered to the vehicle
dwellers in the parking lots of the park dozens of times, at minimum, by PATH, LAHSA, and SHARE Housing. Maybe
hundreds of times. All offers of housing have been rejected based on a preference of staying in the parking lot of the park.
The most recent LADOT report specifies a list of priorities for towing, and that includes vehicles that are not operational,
among other things. We, and many elected officials, disagree with Mr. Bonin's interpretation. Bonin is the chair of the
Transportation Committee that developed the procedures in coordination with LADOT. The matter was held up in the
Transportation Committee by the chair (Mr. Bonin) for a year and a half while procedures were developed.

Mr. Bonin's staff person also said at the NCWP meeting that there is a shortage of storage space for RVs that are towed,
and for that additional reason enforcement will not happen in the park.

Mr. Bonin's office has made it clear to RAP that he will not allow any enforcement in the lot that serves the Senior Center
and the Library, claiming it is under the jurisdiction of the General Services Division. This is the largest parking lot in the
park, yet it has been rendered unusable by most because of the vehicle dwellers in that parking lot that serves the Senior
Center. (See photo below.) This one vehicle is using three to four handicapped parking spots directly in front of the Senior
Center. There are approximately 20 vehicles used as dwellings in the parking lots of the park, and many use more than
one parking spot and handicapped parking spots. The vehicle dwellers near the Senior Center attract homeless campers.
A photo below shows a homeless camper who is camped directly in front of the front door of the Senior Center. Both
photos were taken this week.

In addition, we have learned through Public Records Act requests that Mr. Bonin's office is inquiring of RAP about
increasing the number of parking spots in the Safe Parking program located in the parking lot near the swimming pool.
That Safe Parking program is underused and attracts vehicle dwellers to the part of the parking lot that is not included in
the Safe Parking program. Between the fenced-in Safe Parking area and vehicle dwellers in the parking lots, over 50
parking spots in the park are unavailable for use by park goers. In addition, park goers do not feel safe parking in two of
the three parking lots of the park because of the vehicle dwellers.

Westchester Park is a Rec Center Park with programming year round. There is a skate park, eight tennis courts, a senior
center, a swimming pool, four lighted multiplex ball fields, and large areas with tables for gatherings and events in the
park. There is also a public library that shares parking with park goers. Because of the robust usage of the park, as
shown by usage records maintained by RAP, the CAO determined the park is not feasible for Safe Parking. (See
attachment.)

The ballfields at the park are under renovation, and when that renovation is completed this summer, hundreds of families
will need parking. Our elders need parking spaces to engage in programs and activities in the senior center, and families
with children need parking to participate in programs at the library.

Based on the foregoing, we respectfully request that RAP do all of the following:

- Deny Mr. Bonin's request for an extension of the permit for Safe Parking and for an expansion of that program
in Westchester Park.

- Begin enforcement in the parking lots of the park under RAP jurisdiction. RAP rangers went to the park one
evening after curfew and asked vehicle dwellers in the lot by the ballfields to leave, and they did. Enforcement is
authorized by the City Council now, and it works. Also, it does not necessarily include towing.

- Install T-Bar gates at all parking lot entrances and exits and close and lock them during park curfew hours.

Attached is a video of DeAndre Parks, whose Westchester Vikings Pop Warner flag football league folded, despite Mr.
Parks efforts to save the league. Westchester Park was the home field for the Vikings. The Vikings served a racially
mixed group of children, including many from east of the 405 who could take a bus straight down Manchester to the park.
The league provided hot meals for the players and a very positive youth athletic experience. This was a program the
community and other communities counted on and needed. After the league folded, many of the players were left without
a league because of lack of transportation to other fields. Please note that Mr. Parks' reference to Safe Parking in no way
expresses his support for or acceptance of Safe Parking in the park. At the time he was trying to save his league, Safe
Parking in the park included five or six parking spaces for women, and was in another parking lot. None of us had any
idea Bonin planned to increase it to 25 fenced-off parking spots. Mr. Parks' video demonstrates his struggle to save his
league, and all the difficulties and roadblocks he faced. We are still dealing with difficulties and roadblocks, after well over
a year, which is how long the ballfields have been closed.

| have included as an addressee Mr. Tony Royster, General Manager of the General Services Division which maintains
jurisdiction over the parking lot next to the Senior Center. We believe based on LAMC 86.03 that RAP has enforcement
authority in this lot because it serves the park. We understand there is disagreement on this issue. We have reached out
to Mr. Royster with our concerns and have asked for his help.
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Thank you very much for your consideration, and please help us restore this park to one that is safe and feels safe for all,
is consistent with the mission statement of LA City Parks and park equity policies, and is consistent with the CAO

determination that Westchester Park is not feasible for a Safe Parking program (see attached CAO report). We remain
grateful for your help.

Debra Huston

B DeAndre Parks 480.mov
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Please contact the RAP Commissioners regarding this

1 message
Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@]acity.org> Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 12:05 PM
To: Debra Huston < >, Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

+Rap Commissioners

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:52 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Jimmy,

We have obtained information about various crimes committed by and incidents involving homeless people in the
Westchester Park that involve children and others.

Unfortunately, as a member of the public, the only information | can get from LAPD and LAFD is service call logs. | am
not able to access any 911 call logs, 911 tapes, police reports, or a log of calls that resulted in an arrest.

It is important that the RAP Commissioners have this information in evaluating the impact on public safety that would
result from 24-hour Safe Parking in the park.

| believe you would have access to this information, as a public official who would be using it for a board report to the
RAP Commissioners to consider in evaluating proposal that may result in crimes against children or others in the park.

Will you please tell the RAP Commissioners that you will investigate this if given additional time? Thank you very much.

This is in addition to the other items in my email of this morning requesting additional time for the reasons stated in that
email, such as lack of notice to the NCWP, etc.

Thank you so much.
Debra

Jimmy Kim

General Manager

City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and Parks
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Re: RAP Commissioners meeting Sept 15 Iltem 22-244

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:41 AM
To: Dan DesForges < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 3:58 AM Dan DesForges < > wrote:
Commissioers:

This project is inconsistent with park purposes. The park is not zoned for housing. There
has been a lack of procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this
until last week and we have not been given proper recourse to voice our opinions on the
contract. If you had taken the time to listen to residents you would have discovered that
there are numerous accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and nuisances that
have occurred as a result of the current safe parking program. It seems clear that you have
not conducted a full investigation of the usage of the park and the negative impacts of the
safe parking program on the overall runnings of the park. The park has not been protected
from the violent and dangerous activities that were welcomed with the program and the
program therefore was not managed properly. The agreement as written in the current
contract protects the city but it does not protect residents and park goers. This contract also
blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless encampments within 500 feet of
sensitive areas. A fair trial would be for you to address all of these issues before making
any decision to move forward.

Furthermore, | have read the proposed agreement between the city and Community
Partners, and while possession of and consumption of alcoholic beverages is explicitly
stated in section 5¢, nowhere do | find any such prohibition nor possession of other
intoxicating substances such as illegal drugs including methamphetamine, opioids, fentanyl,
and other popular recreational drugs.

| would urge you to read the proposed agreement carefully and thoroughly and to consider
the potential impacts of this proposed program on park goers, youth sports, and the
residents in the neighborhood. Thank you.

Dan DesForges

City of Los Angeles
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Re: RAP Commissioners meeting Sept 15 Iltem 22-244

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:37 AM
To: Nicole Sykes < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 10:28 PM Nicole Sykes < > wrote:
Dear Commissioners,
I live in Westchester and take my young son to the park.

It is very discouraging to see how much the ballfield has been cleaned up, and sports invited back, and then
hear what plans are in store for one of the few greenspaces in our area.

The project is not consistent with park purposes. The park is not zoned for housing. There has been a lack of
procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this until last week and we have not been
given proper recourse to voice our opinions on the contract. If you had taken the time to listen to residents you
would have discovered that there are numerous accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and
nuisances that have occurred as a result of the current safe parking program. It seems clear that you have not
conducted a full investigation of the usage of the park and the negative impacts of the safe parking program on
the overall runnings of the park. The park has not been protected from the violent and dangerous activities that
were welcomed with the program and the program therefore was not managed properly. The agreement as
written in the current contract protects the city but it does not protect residents and park goers. This contract
also blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless encampments within 500 feet of sensitive
areas.

This is also not the first time that our community has heard that security and fences will be provided, and that
has never been followed through.

A fair trial would be for you to address all of these issues before making any decision to move forward.
Thank you for your time,

Nicole Sykes

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Park

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:55 AM
To: Adelle <

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:33 AM Adelle < > wrote:

The parks are for all people!! Did you forget the other 99%o0f the public that deserve a public park clean well maintained
and safe ... Adelle Cantor ( a member of the public )

Sent from my iPhone

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWTERG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 10:02 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: RAP Commissioners meeting Sept 15 Item 22-244

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Re: RAP Commissioners meeting Sept 15 Iltem 22-244

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:33 AM

To: A Shannon

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 9:16 PM A Shannon < wrote:
Dear Commissioners,

The project is not consistent with park purposes. The park is not zoned for housing. There has been a lack of
procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this until last week and we have not been
given proper recourse to voice our opinions on the contract. If you had taken the time to listen to residents you
would have discovered that there are numerous accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and
nuisances that have occurred as a result of the current safe parking program. It seems clear that you have not
conducted a full investigation of the usage of the park and the negative impacts of the safe parking program on
the overall runnings of the park. The park has not been protected from the violent and dangerous activities that
were welcomed with the program and the program therefore was not managed properly. The agreement as
written in the current contract protects the city but it does not protect residents and park goers. This contract
also blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless encampments within 500 feet of sensitive
areas. A fair trial would be for you to address all of these issues before making any decision to move forward.

Sincerely,

Anne Shannon

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:  625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL8B04stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce 12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm...
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9/19/22, 11:31 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: RAP Commissioners meeting Sept 15 ltem 22-244

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: RAP Commissioners meeting Sept 15 Iltem 22-244

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:29 AM
To:

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 11:37 AM < > wrote:

Dear Commissioners,

The project is not consistent with park purposes. The park is not zoned for housing. There has
been a lack of procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this until last
week and we have not been given proper recourse to voice our opinions on the contract. If you
had taken the time to listen to residents you would have discovered that there are numerous
accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and nuisances that have occurred as a result
of the current safe parking program. It seems clear that you have not conducted a full
investigation of the usage of the park and the negative impacts of the safe parking program on
the overall runnings of the park. The park has not been protected from the violent and dangerous
activities that were welcomed with the program and the program therefore was not managed
properly. The agreement as written in the current contract protects the city but it does not protect
residents and park goers. This contract also blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts
homeless encampments within 500 feet of sensitive areas. A fair trial would be for you to
address all of these issues before making any decision to move forward.

Regards,

Jennifer Solum

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 11:22 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Safe parking, Westchester park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Safe parking, Westchester park

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:05 AM
To: "

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 10:23 AM > wrote:
Inasmuch as your vote will already have been taken, it seems fruitless to mention this, but a reminder:

"MISSION - The Department of Recreation and Parks enhances the quality of life in Los Angeles by providing
attractive, safe and well-maintained parks with diverse opportunities to serve and enrich every community.

VISION - The Department of Recreation and Parks envisions an accessible, dynamic and sustainable park system for
all Los Angeles residents and visitors to play, enjoy and build community..."

How does this horrible 24-Hour RV park plan comport to your MISSION and your VISION?
| cannot see that it does at all.

Mike Heffernan - CD11

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 10:14 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Westchester Park

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:35 AM
To: Edyta Frackiewicz

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 9:57 PM Edyta Frackiewicz < > wrote:
Dear Commissioners,

| DO NOT support a legalized encampment program in the parking lot(s) of Westchester Park. | used to very much
enjoy going to the Westchester library and park on a regular basis for many years, and after Covid restrictions were
lifted, | did not return to my regular library and park visits because the parking lots in Westchester Park are not clean
and are not as safe as before when people did not live in the parking lot. Parking spots are taken up by people living in
their vehicles and their belongings and trash take up parking spaces. The parking lot and walkway leading up to the
library has often smelled like urine which is unsanitary especially in these current times when there is an increased
focus and concern for human health and safety.

Thank you for reading my comments and for your consideration.

E. Frackiewicz

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 11:04 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Re: Westchester Park

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:52 AM
To: Marion Hogue >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:16 AM Marion Hogue < wrote:

Dear Commissioners,

The project is not consistent with park purposes. The park is not zoned for housing. There has been a lack of
procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this until last week and we have not been
given proper recourse to voice our opinions on the contract. If you had taken the time to listen to residents you
would have discovered that there are numerous accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and
nuisances that have occurred as a result of the current safe parking program.

It seems clear that you have not conducted a full investigation of the usage of the park and the negative
impacts of the safe parking program on the overall running of the park. The park has not been protected from
the violent and dangerous activities that were welcomed with the program and the program therefore was not
managed properly. The agreement as written in the current contract protects the city but it does not protect
residents and park goers. This contract also blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless
encampments within 500 feet of sensitive areas. A fair trial would be for you to address all of these issues
before making any decision to move forward.

My husband and | used to attend a Mobility class for Seniors at the park, but because the parking lot has
become the home of so many men who have spread their belongings around their vans for cooking and
toileting, we no longer feel safe using the parking lot. We were also witnesses to a verbal assault of the
instructor of the class inside the Senior Center, and fear for her safety and the safety of all of us who were
participants in the class.

Marion and Jeff Hogue

City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL8B04stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/2



9/19/22, 10:50 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Westchester Park

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:42 AM
To: TERRENCE HUGHES >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 5:36 AM TERRENCE HUGHES < wrote:
Dear Commissioners,

The project is not consistent with park purposes. The park is not zoned for housing. There has been a lack of
procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this until last week and we have not been given
proper recourse to voice our opinions on the contract. If you had taken the time to listen to residents you would have
discovered that there are numerous accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and nuisances that have
occurred as a result of the current safe parking program. It seems clear that you have not conducted a full investigation
of the usage of the park and the negative impacts of the safe parking program on the overall runnings of the park. The
park has not been protected from the violent and dangerous activities that were welcomed with the program and the
program therefore was not managed properly. The agreement as written in the current contract protects the city but it
does not protect residents and park goers. This contract also blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless
encampments within 500 feet of sensitive areas. A fair trial would be for you to address all of these issues before
making any decision to move forward.

Terrence J Hughes

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website: ~ www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBfesyOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 11:31 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Westchester Park

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:29 AM
To: Christine Times <

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 11:29 AM Christine Times < > wrote:
I grew up in Westchester and spent almost every summer going to the pool and playing tennis and the Fourth of July
firework show and watching my kids play soccer and softball in the fields, going to the library and now recently going to
the senior center with my mom. It is absolutely disgusting what this Councilman Mike Bonin has allowed with our
community and letting people camp there and live there. It smells, it's disgusting, it it's violence, it's bad. It's a disgrace
that you guys would let this part go to hell when it’s all we have in Westchester. Wake up and clean up and send these
people somewhere where they can get help and live comfortably but don’t do it in our high property tax, high insurance,
high cost of living community. You don’t see this happening in Beverly Hills, Culver city, EI Segundo, Manhattan Beach.
Why does it have to happen here? We pay good money for our homes, we try to live good lives here and work hard
and this idiot Mike Bonin is here to destroy everything we work for. Get out of here I've had enough of this get these
people out of here | can’'t even take my mom To the senior center to play bingo on Wednesdays. Get a clue clean it up

Sent from my iPhone

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 11:23 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: RAP Commissioners meeting Sept 15 ltem 22-244

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Re: RAP Commissioners meeting Sept 15 Iltem 22-244

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:14 AM
To: Philip Isles < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 10:49 AM Philip Isles < > wrote:

Dear Commissioners,

In regards to the vote on a new contract to begin a legalized encampment program in the parking lot up
against the ballfield that is set to start on October 2nd.

The project is not consistent with park purposes. The park is not zoned for housing. There has been a lack of
procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this until last week and we have not been
given proper recourse to voice our opinions on the contract. If you had taken the time to listen to residents you
would have discovered that there are numerous accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and
nuisances that have occurred as a result of the current safe parking program. It seems clear that you have not
conducted a full investigation of the usage of the park and the negative impacts of the safe parking program on
the overall runnings of the park. The park has not been protected from the violent and dangerous
activities that were welcomed with the program and the program therefore was not managed properly.
The agreement as written in the current contract protects the city but it does not protect residents and park
goers. This contract also blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless encampments
within 500 feet of sensitive areas. A fair trial would be for you to address all of these issues before making
any decision to move forward.

PHILIP ISLES

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:  625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWTERG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce 12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 11:12 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Re: Westchester Park

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:57 AM
To: Marilyn >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 9:19 AM Marilyn < wrote:

Dear Commissioners,

The project is not consistent with park purposes. The park is not zoned for housing. There
has been a lack of procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this
until last week and we have not been given proper recourse to voice our opinions on the
contract. If you had taken the time to listen to residents you would have discovered that
there are numerous accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and nuisances that
have occurred as a result of the current safe parking program. It seems clear that you have
not conducted a full investigation of the usage of the park and the negative impacts of the
safe parking program on the overall runnings of the park. The park has not been protected
from the violent and dangerous activities that were welcomed with the program and the
program therefore was not managed properly. The agreement as written in the current
contract protects the city but it does not protect residents and park goers. This contract also
blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless encampments within 500 feet of
sensitive areas. A fair trial would be for you to address all of these issues before making
any decision to move forward.

My best regards,

Marilyn Jane Hancock

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL8B04stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/2



9/19/22, 11:12 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Westchester Park

Sent via Action Network, a free online toolset anyone can use to
L':Action Network organize. Click here to sign up and get started building an email list and
creating online actions today.

Action Network is an open platform that empowers individuals and groups to organize for progressive causes. We
encourage responsible activism, and do not support using the platform to take unlawful or other improper action. We do
not control or endorse the conduct of users and make no representations of any kind about them.

You can unsubscribe or update your email address or change your name and address by changing_your subscription
preferences here.

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL8B04stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 2/2


https://url5523.sg.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcOpy_XqN4R2ZGjoK-5zZnnZ6e-vLfha4MIPP_TjgWpw/3ph/mRul1-OdQa-H1C3YOkp5KQ/h0/r5uwM6T6VvszBeyMkEffSDJ95i7HP78ppRs-00cop0E
https://url5523.sg.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcOpy_XqN4R2ZGjoK-5zZnkMGBkgjr1E8bvoPQeaWD8O/3ph/mRul1-OdQa-H1C3YOkp5KQ/h1/bUIE1aJbcuFucsc50VXJE9niJ-yWp6r7v-5hW-YSj5w
https://url5523.sg.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/P8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcOpy_XqN4R2ZGjoK-5zZnl7NBjmTZL5F5oqdT0MFW4Gabh8h48WjSZq5IV_5iO_UlLb8-0mvBDsNZJHfsiBm6OwPoKmu2pGlWQt78QXEVIPN6b1TOz5QTza84C1Se10IhpCS8FNQrzV2ed9C_pgplhUaO6uZWHHly6oeIblAe9ifn47KOfEUEMEbW74uxlf8CiRDVp8bbTWW2SqM21L6q2JfOPO892m_M7lmEORpxqe/3ph/mRul1-OdQa-H1C3YOkp5KQ/h2/YjBao6Yhao9fZD0uHX44zuhRcG6DUQsC0FFwv8aHE1w
http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 11:22 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Westchester Park

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:13 AM
To:

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 10:40 AM < wrote:
To Whom it May Concern,

As a life long resident of Westchester, | am deeply concerned about the backhanded decision by Mike Bonin to impose
the homeless population upon our park AGAIN. It was made abundantly clear during Covid that the homeless
population and our community cannot safely share our park. As taxpaying residents we have the right to utilize our park
and out public spaces and feel safe. How is it possible that Mike Bonin is able to swiftly and secretly make such
detrimental decisions without the approval of the community? Particularly when he is well aware of how we feel about
the homeless being housed on our public park. Mike Bonin has a vendetta against our community and he is on his way
out. The overnight parking on Jefferson Blvd. is nothing short of disgusting. The entire environment has been
destroyed. It's a hotbed for drugs, crime and FIRES. The area is unusable to anyone but the occupants of the RVs and
the environmental impact and the wetlands and the animals are grossly unacceptable. We already have a clear and
concise picture of what happens when our views are allowed to park overnight ! Please, PLEASE consider taking the
citizens of this community into consideration and DO NOT allow for our park to become a homeless encampment
again.

Sincerely,
Whitney Schneider

Sent from my iPhone

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:  625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 11:46 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: ** NO ** on Safe Parking at Westchester Park!!

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Re: ** NO ** on Safe Parking at Westchester Park!!

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:46 AM
To: Joanie Matheson >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Fri, Sep 16, 2022 at 9:37 AM Joanie Matheson < > wrote:
| sincerely hope you will deny this proposal to further destroy Westchester Park for the benefit of a small number of
service-resistant people. A city study already determined that parks are NOT a suitable location for this use.

Your responsibility is to the citizens, not Mike Bonin. Do the right thing and have the guts to stand up to a dishonest
politician.

https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/rap-commissioners-postpone-westchester-safe-parking-vote-after-significant-
public-pushback/article_8cb38e3c-35d5-11ed-9b4f-5bfcb370f510.html

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:  625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWTERG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/rap-commissioners-postpone-westchester-safe-parking-vote-after-significant-public-pushback/article_8cb38e3c-35d5-11ed-9b4f-5bfcb370f510.html
https://go.onelink.me/107872968?pid=InProduct&c=Global_Internal_YGrowth_AndroidEmailSig__AndroidUsers&af_wl=ym&af_sub1=Internal&af_sub2=Global_YGrowth&af_sub3=EmailSignature
http://www.laparks.org/

9/19/22, 11:03 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: 100s of Westchester Park users/supporters have signed this letter to you

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: 100s of Westchester Park users/supporters have signed this letter to you
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:49 AM
To: Debra Huston <

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:11 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Please include this in the official record for item number 22-244 on today's agenda

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Lisa GAINES <

Date: Wed, Jun 1, 2022 at 10:16 AM

Subject: 100s of Westchester Park users/supporters have signed this letter to you

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>,
<tony.royster@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>, Sonya
Young-Jimenez <Sonya.young-iimenez@lacity.org>

Cc: Frelinger, Amy Nelson < >, Alex Reynolds < Chip
>, annie Shrake < Julie Zaller < > Beth
> DeAndre Parks < >, Dan Mohler
< >, Eric Beckerman < > erik >
kristin ziebarth < > Jamie Paige >, Sue Pascoe
<p >, Robert Hansen < >, Paula Gerez <
Tom Brewster < >, Debra Huston <

Attachments available until Jul 1, 2022

Honorable RAP Commissioners,

| am a 30-year resident of Westchester. My husband and | raised our three children here. Over the past few years, we
have watched Westchester Park become a large homeless encampment with tent and vehicle dwellers and an LAPD
crime hotspot. The park became unsafe for seniors and youth, as well as all others, because of the danger presented.

The tent encampments have been removed from the park, but we still have vehicle dwellers in the parking lots of the
park, and we have a Safe Parking program that uses less than 25 of the 50 parking spots of the parking lot next to the
ball fields and the recreation pool ( https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrljoiNzBiYTBjMDMtZjFhMS000T
kxLTIMZTEtYWJmNGNhZ]jRiNjZhliwidC161jBiYWU1NDIILTUyZDgtNGEzYi1ThYTESLWQ1MDY2MmIzMDg5NylsImMi
0jz9&pageName=ReportSection ) as is reported by LAHSA. That Safe Parking program is underutilized and has eight
or fewer cars in the lot each night.

Our community and surrounding communities need these parking spaces, and they need a park that is safe for them.
Please see the hundreds of letters in the attached google drive (the file is too big for email) https://drive.google.com/

drive/folders/1jSSTLXVOAG-Hy-FzOe0qxPrC1lIWkaz0?usp=sharing . They reflect the concern of our community, who
have been waiting for over two years to be able to safely use the park.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/2
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9/19/22, 11:03 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: 100s of Westchester Park users/supporters have signed this letter to you

We ask that you deny any request by our Council Office to extend or expand the Safe Parking permit, and that you help
in any way you can to help clear the parking lots of homeless vehicle dwellers. Our Council Member has had two years
to find other locations, and now LAX has 50 Safe Parking spots which can be used by the few who now use the Safe
Parking lot in Westchester Park. Our Council Member has the staff and authority to find locations for the vehicle
dwellers to park as well.

We have recently been informed by an LAPD officer that Mike Bonin has armed security at his office at the park.
Therefore, we believe it is clear he recognizes the danger and seeks his own personal safety. We also ask that RAP
arrange for armed security for the ball fields, the senior center, and other facilities within the park, such as the tennis
courts and recreation pool for our safety, too.

Our community and surrounding communities need our park. Thank you for your consideration.

Lisa Gaines

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:51 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: A park is a park! Not a home!!!

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: A park is a park! Not a home!!!

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:59 AM
To: Anita Shah-Desai < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Sep 17, 2022 at 10:38 AM Anita Shah-Desai < > wrote:
You CAN NOT house people in a parking lot that has no water lines to hook their water lines too, no toilets and
showers to support all those people, and no security to prevent them from undertaking illegal activities!! Do not repeat
this problem again that we residents worked so hard to rid of. You are putting tax paying citizens at a safety risk and

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1


http://www.laparks.org/

9/20/22, 8:52 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Against rv parking in Westchester park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Against rv parking in Westchester park

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Sep 20, 2022 at 8:52 AM
To: Jacqueline Corsini >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 11:22 PM Jacqueline Corsini < > wrote:
Greetings committee members. | am vehemently against the current “safe parking” proposal which will amount to
nothing more than a permanent encampment for westchester park. It took so long for the park to be safe and usable for
children again (we didn’t use the playground for years) and this proposal is just a giant step backwards. My family has
been anxiously awaiting First Flight preschool’s reopening only to find that now a permanent encampment will be
allowed within feet of the front gate? Our city needs to invest in actual solutions for the insecurely housed... things like
tiny house villages, health care, education and job placement programs, are all steps forward that | support. As a local
resident, | could not disagree with this current safe parking motion any more. Thank you for your time and consideration
and please don't hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Corsini

Playa del Rey resident (6 years)

Children at WISH Elementary School and First Flight

Jacqueline K.G. Corsini

4th Grade Teacher at the Carlthorp School
MPhil Educational Leadership and School Improvement
University of Cambridge

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:25 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Against Westchester Park 24hr RV parking VOTE NO!!!!

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Against Westchester Park 24hr RV parking VOTE NO!!!!

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:16 AM
To: Jacqueline Arias

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 11:08 AM Jacqueline Arias < > wrote:
Hello,

I’'m a long term resident of Westchester. | have a young daughter with special needs and we can no longer go to our
neighborhood park. My daughter would meet her tutor at the library at Westchester park and now we can not go to the
park! I've been listening to the ZOOM meeting and you discuss safety is your concern however thats not happening at
Westchester Park! The park is a dangerous filthy place...

Best,

Jacqueline Arias

Sent from my iPad

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:06 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Any info to share about Westchester Park parking lots?/Info for you

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Any info to share about Westchester Park parking lots?/Info for you
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:53 AM
To: Debra Huston <

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:23 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Please include this in the official record for item number 22-244 on today's agenda

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston >

Date: Mon, Aug 22, 2022 at 6:48 AM

Subject: Any info to share about Westchester Park parking lots?/Info for you
To: Jose Ramirez <che.ramirez@lacity.org>

Good morning, Che,

Have you been able to reach anyone in Mike Bonin's office to get info about his plans for the parking lots in
Westchester Park?

| have a bit of information for you. One of our community members spoke with the guy who is the contact for the
construction that is going on at CM Bonin's field office (electric gate, barbed wire security fences, cameras) and he said
that work is almost done, but that the project is far from done and they are looking to squeeze in a lot more work under
that same permit.

The notice regarding the work that is posted on the back door to CM Bonin's office leaves blank the section regarding
"scope of work."

There has been some ticketing by LADOT, and some vehicles have been moved. We don't know if they were towed.
The vehicle dwelling count in that parking lot remains at about 20, which is more than double what it was just a month
ago. A couple fifth-wheel trailers (RVs without the motor) have been towed into the lot and people are living there now.
Tents are popping up in front of CM Bonin's office at night.

There have been large gatherings at the park on weekends, mostly family reunion and church events, and mostly
people from the Inglewood area. I've spoken with several of them. They are quite surprised by the state of the parking
lot, and afraid to park anywhere near the vehicle dwellers because of the trash and bikes and propane tanks, etc. So
they use the red zones along the curb or they park on Manchester, which really isn't a safe thing for families to do. The
people at the tennis courts are still terrified of more incidents happening. And the ball fields will be open October 3
when the winter season begins. Kids play until 9:00 p.m., at least, during the winter, and it is dark at 5 p.m. League
presidents are concerned because when the ball field lights are on, they cannot see who is coming toward the kids in
the dark. And there have been many instances involving homeless dwellers in the park that justify their fear.

Several of our community members have spoken with Miguel Centeno, who lives part time in his orange van in the
park. The city has provided him an apartment, but he still keeps his van in the park. He introduces himself as the
"mayor" of the park. He has said to several people, separately, that CM Bonin's staff have told him and others that they
will never have to move from that lot. He said LAHSA comes twice a week and offers housing, but the vehicle dwellers
prefer to stay in the park.

| think there is already a city program, maybe through LAHSA, to give vouchers for vehicle dwellers to use to park in
RV parks? Not sure about that.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/2
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9/19/22, 11:06 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Any info to share about Westchester Park parking lots?/Info for you

Another bit of info. We have heard from a very reliable source that CM Bonin is trying to get FAA approval to move 25
RVs from the Wetlands to Northside Parkway, which is in Westchester, just north of the north runway of LAX. The
source said it is highly unlikely any such approval would be granted.

Our community does not want the RVs from the Wetlands moved here, and especially not to Westchester Park,
because all the crime, drug use, and the rest would move right along with them. And we really do need the park, as do
our surrounding communities. We need the park, safety i the park, and all the parking in the park.

Someone in our community started an Action Network letter writing campaign, which | signed. | noticed the Mayor is a
recipient. There are now almost 8,000 signatures in a very short amount of time. So many people in our community are
so upset about the situation at the park.

Please give me a jingle when you have a chance. | will be working today and in a meeting. I'll shoot you an email when
I'm done for the day. Thank you so much.

Debra

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 10:02 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: BAD, BAD WESTCHESTER PARK PROJECT

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: BAD, BAD WESTCHESTER PARK PROJECT

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:33 AM
To: Karen Jones < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 9:20 PM Karen Jones < > wrote:
Dear RAP:

Why is anyone still listening to Mike Bonin? He has destroyed Venice, he has destroyed businesses on Venice Blvd.
with his Road Diet project, and he is about to destroy Westchester Park with this cockamamie idea! The same kind of
criminal activity that went on before the park was cleared of the extensive encampment will be back, but now,
apparently, it will be hidden from public view. It will only attract more drug addicts, mentally ill people and people who
will prey on them. And the 24/7 security? Is that person supposed to break up fights or save women from being
raped? Or prevent drug overdoses? Accepting a few RV/cars will mean more will gravitate to the park, and will
undoubtedly start to spill over out the gates.

Mike Bonin quit. He apparently couldn't take the stress of the job (which he wasn't actually doing, as he stopped taking
his constituents' calls or answering emails/letters years ago). He's now in over-drive to leave a "legacy". Please do not
let his pathetic appeal leave the legacy of another idiotic project, which doesn't protect the homeless or people who
want to use the park.

This is an ill-conceived project that hasn't been thought through. Please don't let this happen.

Karen Jones
Venice

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:  625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:50 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Bonin's plan is to use 24-hour Safe Parking for nonoperational RVs (Westchester Park)

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Bonin's plan is to use 24-hour Safe Parking for nonoperational RVs

(Westchester Park)

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:58 AM
To: Debra Huston < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Fri, Sep 16, 2022 at 7:22 PM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Honorable RAP Commissioners,

Noah Fleishman, of Mr. Bonin's office, appeared at a Neighborhood Council of Westchester-Playa Del Rey meeting on
Tuesday, September 6, 2022, just a week prior to the RAP Commissioners meeting of Thursday, September 15, during
which Mr. Bonin's office sought approval of 24-hour Safe Parking in Westchester Park.

As we have claimed, we have been excluded from this entire process by Mr. Bonin's office. We have been ignored, and
our inquiries have gone unanswered.

To our surprise, Mr. Fleishman appeared at the NCWP meeting on September 6. To the surprise of everyone on that
meeting, Mr. Fleishman said RVs from the Ballona Wetlands and the Muni lot at Westchester Park would/could be
moved to the proposed 24-hour Safe Parking program at Westchester Park. And he specified "nonoperational vehicles"
would/could be moved to that lot.

| noticed during the RAP Commissioners meeting of September 15, 2022, that neither Mr. Fleishman nor Mr. Sachen
Medekar mentioned anything about RVs. | noticed the commissioners didn't either, and that they seemed to mention
only cars. After the meeting, | realized maybe the commissioners knew nothing about Mr. Bonin's plans to use this
proposed 24-hour Safe Parking lot for RVs.

| then reviewed the RAP staff report and the contract prepared by RAP which was considered the Board Report for the
item (22-244) on the agenda. Neither the staff report nor the contract to be signed by RAP and LAHSA mentions RVs
or cars--the only references are to "vehicles." There is no requirement in the contract that the "vehicles" be
"operational," although this is a requirement in the other Safe Parking contracts | have seen.

| then emailed Jimmy Kim, and asked if RVs are prohibited, and he responded by email and said it was his
understanding that the lot would not allow RVs. | asked him to verify that, and | have not yet heard back from him. It
has been more than 24 hours since | emailed him about this, and both today and yesterday were regular business
days.

We would like to alert the commissioners that Mr. Bonin plans to move RVs and even non operational RVs into the 24-
hour Safe Parking program if the program is approved.

This is of huge concern to our community because people who live in RVs and nonoperational RVs in the Wetlands and
in the Muni lot at Westchester Park are highly service resistant and they consider their RVs to be their "homes." They
do not aspire to be a LAHSA success story and get services, jobs and housing. | know that one concern of your
commission was that people living in the parking lot be working toward independence.

In addition, our community was offended by comments by Mr. Medekar/Fleishman that were were relying on
"misinformation" and confusing the Safe Parking lot with the Municipal lot. Neither is true. There are numerous records
with LAPD that show the area around the Bridge home in Venice is highly dangerous for homeless and housed people
alike because the Bridge facility is surrounded by tents. There is security inside the Bridge Home, so not many crimes
are committed there. Yet the residents maintain "dual residences" outside the bridge home and are involved in crime.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/2



9/19/22, 11:50 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Bonin's plan is to use 24-hour Safe Parking for nonoperational RVs (Westchester Park)

If the 24/7 Safe Parking program in Westchester Park has security on site, the people who live there will go out into the
park to commit their crimes--just as the vehicle dwellers in the Muni lot do. They will go harass children, and all the
other crimes described in the park by people who called in to your meeting. Also, it is well known, and certainly by
LAPD, that people living in RVs in the Wetlands commit all manner of crimes in the Wetlands RV/other vehicle
encampment and in the surrounding neighborhoods.

| pass this on to you because even though Mr. Medekar and Mr. Fleishman indicated/suggested to you that the people
in the 24-hour Safe Parking lot would be the same people in the nighttime-only Safe Parking lot. They will not be.

| also wish to add that nighttime-only Safe Parking does not present anywhere near the same level of danger to
children because the lot is closed during the daytime when the children are there. There are definitely people who use
that Safe Parking light who simply move outside the fenced in Safe Parking area after Safe Parking hours end in the
morning, and some move over to the Muni lot. However, 24-hour Safe Parking takes the danger to park goers to a
whole new level. That is why we want the Muni lot cleared before the ballfields open. Children use those fields for up to
five hours after dark on winter evenings, and it is not safe to have vehicle dwellers in the park when children are
present--and especially after dark.

Mr. Bonin has made only a promise that he will clear the Municipal lot of vehicle dwellers. We have heard that his office
is now claiming that they do not have money to buy the signs that would need to be posted before towing could
commence. We have been working to get the Municipal lot cleared for a year, and there is always a reason or excuse
why it can't be done. We do not expect that to change.

Also, there is no question that these nonoperational RVs would be in violation of zoning ordinances.
I hope the commissioners can clarify this, among many other issues of concern, during the next meeting on this matter.

| believe | know someone who recorded the public proceedings of the NCWP meeting during which Mr. Fleishman
made his representations. | would be happy to try to obtain a copy and provide it to you if you so need.

Thank you so much.

Debra Huston

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:09 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Camping at Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Camping at Westchester Park

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:56 AM
To: Gene Cunningham >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:47 AM Gene Cunningham < > wrote:

Please say no to another ill conceived plan to
destroy the Park put forward by our incompetent
Council man and his non profit (for profit) cronies.

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website: ~ www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:04 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: City Council has lifted the towing moratorium. We request enforcement of vehicles used as dwellin...

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: City Council has lifted the towing moratorium. We request enforcement of
vehicles used as dwellings in Westchester Park

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:52 AM
To: Debra Huston < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:15 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Please include this in the official record for item number 22-244 on today's agenda

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Wed, Apr 6, 2022 at 12:20 PM

Subject: City Council has lifted the towing moratorium. We request enforcement of vehicles used as dwellings in
Westchester Park

To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@|acity.org>, Michael Shull <michael.a.shull@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>

Cc: Beth O'Rourke < Lisa Gaines Gaines < > Dan Mohler
< >, Paula Gerez < Alexandra Reynolds <
DeAndre Parks < >, Eric Beckerman < >

Honorable Recreations and Parks Commissioners, General Manager Michael Shull, and Assistant General Manager
Jimmy Kim:

Today the City Council passed a motion that will allow LADOT to resume towing of vehicles used as dwellings effective
May 15, 2022. The matter is identified as Council File 21-0956.

| am attaching the links you and/or your legal team will need to begin the enforcement process in the lot in Westchester
Park that is under the jurisdiction of the General Services Division, and also in the other two lots of the park which are
under RAP jurisdiction.

The number of vehicles used as dwellings in the parking lots of that park has increased significantly in the last few
months. We understand the Sheriff will be in Venice from Memorial Day to Labor Day, and we fully expect that many
RVs will move to Westchester Park.

Park curfew signs are posted in all three parking lots in the park stating vehicles in violation of the park curfew will be
towed pursuant to LAMC 63.44. The parking lot under General Services Division jurisdiction is heavily used by park
goers. We have been informed by park rangers that towing and enforcement in lots in other parks under GSD
jurisdiction is taking place despite the moratorium because LAMC 63.44 "no parking" after curfew signs are posted in
the lots in those parks. (See LAMC 86.03.)

Now the City Council has acted, and we request the following:
1. Enforcement in all three parking lots of the park begin no later than May 15, 2022.
2. The installation of t-bar gates at the entrance and exit of each parking lot so the gates may be closed and

locked during park curfew to ensure no vehicle dwellers park in the parking lots of the park in violation of park
curfew.
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9/19/22, 11:04 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: City Council has lifted the towing moratorium. We request enforcement of vehicles used as dwellin...

Thank you for all of your work in making the park safe for seniors and youth athletes. Our community is grateful for your
efforts.

Debra Huston

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0956_rpt_tran_3-1-22.pdf

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-0956_rpt DOT_02-23-22.pdf

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 10:16 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: COMMISSIONERS MEETING sept 15 22-244- PLEASE READ

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: COMMISSIONERS MEETING sept 15 22-244- PLEASE READ

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>
To: Ligia Lotus >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the Commissioners.

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 10:01 PM Ligia Lotus wrote:
Hello Commissioners,

I'm a resident of Westchester and | would love it if you can hear our voices as residents, park goers and parents.

This project is insane, we already had the experience of having almost a city of homeless people built in our park, our farmers market was a disaster, my kids play tennis, basketball and rid
to let them go with me, imagine alone. This is not fair, the park does not sustain this kind of project and will pretty much go back to what was with violence, fear and so unsafe to our families
protects the city but it does not protect residents and park goers. This contract also blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless encampments within 500 feet of sensitive are:
issues before making any decision to move forward.

Please listen to us!
Thank you for your time.

All the best,
Ligia Soares

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:  625/15

Website: ~ www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBfesyOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1
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9/19/22, 11:05 AM

City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: CPRA No. 1105 - Re: No ADA Compliance for Westchester Senior Center Cooling Center: PRAR...

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: CPRA No. 1105 - Re: No ADA Compliance for Westchester Senior Center Cooling
Center: PRA Request for Information

1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:52 AM

To: Debra Huston <

Good morning,

>

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the

Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:18 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Please include this in the official record for item number 22-244 on today's agenda

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Lisa GAINES < >

Date: Tue, Sep 13, 2022 at 9:04 PM

Subject: Fwd: CPRA No. 1105 - Re: No ADA Compliance for Westchester Senior Center Cooling Center: PRA Request

for Information

To: Debra Huston < >, Tim Campbell >

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Date: September 13, 2022 at 11:52:33 PM GMT+3

To: Lisa GAINES >

Subject: Re: CPRA No. 1105 - Re: No ADA Compliance for Westchester Senior Center Cooling
Center: PRA Request for Information

Hi Lisa

Please be advised that the Department of Recreation and Parks has made its determination on your
request as required by Government Code section 6253(c). We can confirm that we have a number of
non-exempt records that are responsive to this request. While most of the records are expected to be
non-exempt, we do know that some of the records will be exempt from production. Some records will be
exempt from production under California Government Code section 6254(k) because they are
confidential attorney-client communications and/or protected work product. Additionally, some requested
records may be withheld under Government Code sections 6254(c) and 6255 because they are either
personnel, medical, or similar files, the disclosure of which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy, or they would show the listed officials' deliberative process. As to these latter
documents, Government Code section 6255 permits nondisclosure because the public interest served by
protecting the deliberative decision-making process clearly outweighs the public interest served by
disclosure. At this time, we estimate that the records will be made available to you for inspection and/or
copying by October 19, 2022.

Best Regards,
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9/19/22, 11:05 AM

City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: CPRA No. 1105 - Re: No ADA Compliance for Westchester Senior Center Cooling Center: PRAR...

On Thu, Sep 8, 2022 at 1:15 PM Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> wrote:

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce 12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm...

Good afternoon,
The Department of Recreation and Parks (Department) is in receipt of your information request for:

"“Information requested: all communications including but not limited to texts, emails, reports,
assessments, letters, notes, reports, summaries of meetings or phone calls regarding emergency plan
for cooling centers in Los Angeles and any specific to Westchester Senior Center.

Dates: 2008, 2009, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 year to date received”

You can expect a response to this request on or before September 19, 2022. Please reply to this
email if you have any further questions regarding this matter.

On Thu, Sep 8, 2022 at 9:32 AM Lisa GAINES < > wrote:

PRA: Senior Center and Library City Designated Cooling Center Request for Information

Information requested: all communications including but not limited to texts, emails, reports,
assessments, letters, notes, reports, summaries of meetings or phone calls regarding emergency
plan for cooling centers in Los Angeles and any specific to Westchester Senior Center.

Dates: 2008, 2009, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 year to date received.
Format: email preferred

Sadly, | am exercising my right as a citizen and caregiver to a disabled family member, Doris Gaines,
to demand documents in all communication forms including but not limited to texts, emails, written
letters, notes, transcripts, assessments, reports, phone logs, litigation, briefings, policies and
procedures regarding the use of Westchester Park and Library for a city cooling center.

As you are well aware of my past emails pleading our city officials to take action to remove the
encampments at the park because the homeless block ADA designated spots with trash and
personal items reducing access to ramps and entrance, the homeless permanently park in
designated ADA spots reducing access to ramps and spots, and pose a real and present danger to
the disabled who require more time and effort to load and unload rendering them more vulnerable
and easy target by mentally ill homeless illegally living in the park parking lot and in city business
doorways preventing access altogether.

Also, in past emails, | have itemized the assaults, sexual assaults, shootings, fires, dog assaults,
drug overdose, illegal use of gas generators, accelerant use, drug manufacturing, illegal chop shops,
and dispelling human waste down the street drains, to name a few of the crimes that have plague the
community by the city’s lack of enforcement of No parking and no overnights parking rules. This city
park was not designed nor designated as a place for homeless to live. It was not designed for
homeless to live with no regard to the disabled and Seniors, let alone young children and the
environment.

| asked, pleaded and begged to move the homeless so our community with disabled can access the
library, park and senior center. No one responded to my emails. | sat on a dozen or more zoom city
meetings and publicly requested to clear the ADA parking spots of homeless and got no response.
After 3 dozen no response calls and emails to Bonin and Garcetti, | sent 311 requests for clean up
and got no results. | sent emails to transportation and they pointed fingers to parks and rec who
pointed right back to transportation. Then | contacted two more agencies water and sanitation and
finally they went out to clean it up but were accosted by homeless campers and called the police for
back up. What exactly do you do if not helping the community? You are the barrier to access for
disabled people AND all community members. Really, the effort to get a response is a reflection on
you NOT CARING FOR THE VULNERABLE. And because they are disabled you expect no one will
have the energy to go through all these hoops just to get a response. Shame on you.

| surveyed the homeless who were willing to speak to me (7 in total) and the self appointed “mayor”
of the parking lot. All received at least 2 apartment placements in the last 3 months that all but one
rejected: the other one keeps both apartment and camp at the park. The RV dwellers also were
given spots at RV accessible lots for which they turned down because “Mike Bonin told us we don’t
have to move no matter what anyone else says.” There are places for them it is not acceptable to
allow them to turn down housing and plague this public space with sewage, trash, crime and
violence which prevents the disabled and others from using the cooling center at westchester park.
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Shame on all of you for allowing this to happen. No care or consideration for the disabled.
Dispicable.

| want immediate response because the weather is so hot and the cooling center is not safe.

Sincerely,

Lisa Gaines

Sent from my iPhone

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 10:19 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Do not bring more people to live into Westchester Park.

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Re: Do not bring more people to live into Westchester Park.
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

To: araceli perez < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 10:13 PM araceli perez < > wrote:

Dear Commissioners,

The project is not consistent with park purposes. The park is not zoned for housing. There has been a lack of
procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this until last week and we have not been
given proper recourse to voice our opinions on the contract. If you had taken the time to listen to residents you
would have discovered that there are numerous accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and
nuisances that have occurred as a result of the current safe parking program. It seems clear that you have not
conducted a full investigation of the usage of the park and the negative impacts of the safe parking program on
the overall runnings of the park. The park has not been protected from the violent and dangerous activities that
were welcomed with the program and the program therefore was not managed properly. The agreement as
written in the current contract protects the city but it does not protect residents and park goers. This contract
also blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless encampments within 500 feet of sensitive
areas. A fair trial would be for you to address all of these issues before making any decision to move forward.

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce 12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm...

Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:36 AM
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9/19/22, 11:21 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Do Not Use Westchester Park for Homeless Safe Parking

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Do Not Use Westchester Park for Homeless Safe Parking

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:04 AM
To: Myra >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 10:17 AM Myra < > wrote:
As a 40-year Westchester resident, residential property owner & tax payer, | do not support allowing 24-hour Safe
Parking nor homeless encampments in the Westchester Park as proposed by Councilman Bonin, who will no longer be
responsible for the state of homeless affairs after 2022.
Please reconsider Bonin’s policies on homelessness in the Westchester area before he leaves the significant negative
impacts to the Westchester Park & community for another year.
Bonin is not representing the well-being, safety & rightful use of parks & recreation resources for the local residents &
stakeholders, including families, seniors &
children. | encourage RAP to vote against legalizing the encampment program in the Westchester Park parking lots
starting Oct. 2, 2022. | am concern about the take-over of our precious resource of the only park in our area & lack of
enforcement in crime & order. Thank you for hearing our concern.
Myra & Rick Kriwanek

email: Myra@Kriwanek.com
Sent from my iPhone

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBfesyOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1
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9/19/22, 10:57 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Drug Use/lewd acts/Intimidation-Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Drug Usel/lewd acts/Intimidation-Westchester Park

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:46 AM
To: kristin ziebarth < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:00 AM kristin ziebarth < wrote:
| have personally witnessed drug paraphernalia /needles/alcohol/sexual things (dildo) from the homeless people living
at the park. They have yelled incoherent rants at me and my boys when | took them to practice lacrosse at the field by
the tennis courts. They made us feel very uncomfortable and intimidated. | am afraid for my safety and my kids and
don’t understand how RAP could condone this terrorism on our community.
https://lwww.westsidecurrent.com/news/westchester-coalition-hires-high-profile-attorney-to-stop-bonins-safe-parking-
plan/article_79c7ed4a-34fe-11ed-bdc0-eb5491a72271.html

Kristin Ziebarth

Sent from my iPhone

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm... 1/1
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9/19/22, 11:11 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Extended 24/7 Safe Parking @ Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]lacity.org>

Re: Extended 24/7 Safe Parking @ Westchester Park

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:56 AM
To: Theresa Torrance < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 9:05 AM Theresa Torrance < > wrote:
Dear Commissioners,

| am a longtime resident of PLAYA DEL REY and serve on the NCWP and am sending this email to express
my family’s extreme opposition to the proposed extension of round the clock Safe Parking in the south lot of
Westchester Park.

While the NCWP had approved a limited number of spaces for Safe Parking several years back, on an
temporary basis, our councilman/city has pushed the community to the limits with continuing to expand use of
the park and not restore it to its intended use. The park is not zoned for housing. There has been a lack of
procedural due process because residents were not made aware of this until last week and we have not been
given proper recourse to voice our opinions on the contract. If you had taken the time to listen to residents you
would have discovered that there are numerous accounts of violent acts, drug abuse, illegal activity and
nuisances that have occurred as a result of the current safe parking program. It seems clear that you have not
conducted a full investigation of the usage of the park and the negative impacts of the safe parking program on
the overall runnings of the park. The park has not been protected from the violent and dangerous activities that
were welcomed with the program and the program therefore was not managed properly. The agreement as
written in the current contract protects the city but it does not protect residents and park goers. This contract
also blatantly neglects 41.18 ordinance that restricts homeless encampments within 500 feet of sensitive
areas. A fair trial would be for you to address all of these issues before making any decision to move forward.

Regards,
Theresa Torrance

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:06 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Great to see you at the park today

Re: Great to see you at the park today

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:53 AM
To: Debra Huston < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:24 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Please include this in the official record for item number 22-244 on today's agenda

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Debra Huston < >

Date: Mon, Jul 25, 2022 at 7:59 PM

Subject: Great to see you at the park today

To: Jose Ramirez <che.ramirez@lacity.org>, Paula Gerez >

Che,

It was great to run into you and Booker at Westchester Park today. | am happy to hear of your plans to find a location to
move the vehicle dwellers from the parking lot outside the senior center and the library. Our park goers (seniors, library

users, youth athletes and more) need these parking spaces, and they need to both feel and be safe when parking in
that lot and when they are in the park or library.

As | mentioned, we have been asking CM Bonin's office for information for months, and we get no response. By filing
Public Records Act requests, we learned he had obtained estimates to fence that entire lot and that he was inquiring
about getting Roadmap funding to use it for Safe Parking purposes. This was and still is shocking to our

Westchester/PDR community, so the sooner we can get confirmation that an alternative location for the people who live

in that lot can be found, the better.

| am cc:ing our Neighborhood Council of Westchester-Playa Del Rey, Paula Gerez, on this email because she, too, has

been trying to get information from CM Bonin's office about his plans for that parking lot. The NCWP constituents are
concerned about this and Ms. Gerez has to answer to them.

Booker or you mentioned that the NCWP would be able to meet in the community room once again. That would be

great. So many community organizations previously used this room as well but have been reluctant to do so because of

the parking lot situation.

There are so many lots in the City, other than in a park, for Safe Parking. Thank you for being at the park today and
staying on top of this.

Please keep us informed. We will let you know if we hear from Mr. Bonin's office that there is no plan to use that
parking lot for homeless interventions, and that the people living there will be moved so the park can be restored to
park use.

We would also want confirmation from him that the park curfew will be enforced. He is aware that we want this. He is
also aware that we want gates on all parking lot entrances and exits with the gates being locked at park curfew time.

Debra

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZ79dmO00ESBf6syOWWT6RG7jUJ6RXUL804stsRIpL25CJA/u/0/?ik=289ce 12b96&view=pt&search=all&perm...
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9/19/22, 11:05 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: HIGH IMPORTANCE--Staff report re: 24-hour Safe Parking in Westchester Park is Deficient

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: HIGH IMPORTANCE--Staff report re: 24-hour Safe Parking in Westchester Park is

Deficient
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@]acity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:52 AM
To: Debra Huston <

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:17 AM Debra Huston < > wrote:
Please include this in the official record for item number 22-244 on today's agenda

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Tim Campbell < >

Date: Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 7:39 AM

Subject: Fwd: HIGH IMPORTANCE--Staff report re: 24-hour Safe Parking in Westchester Park is Deficient
To: Debra Huston < Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>,
<ethics.enforcement@lacity.org>, Lisa Gaines <

Good Morning

I would like to echo Ms. Huston's request to pull the safe parking item from today's agenda. It is clear the Commission
has not received complete, accurate information, and for the Commission members to make such an important
decision without all the relevant facts would be a dereliction of its duty to the community.

| am a semi-retired public sector manager and | appreciate the paramount importance of our obligation to act in good
faith for the public good. | urge the Commission to take its oath seriously and remove this item from the agenda until it
receives and has had time to consider all the data related to the safe parking program at Westchester Park.

Thank you

Tim C

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 10:51 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Homeless at park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Homeless at park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:42 AM
To: Adrienne Christensen <

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 6:11 AM Adrienne Christensen < wrote:
Please do not destroy our park in Westchester, this is the park | met my wife in 1966 we have the best memories of the
park and don’t want to see it turned into a eye sore but a park we can’t take our grandkids to play at. The tennis center
has started to play pickleball and is getting a large turnout of players, if this passes some of players said that they
would go somewhere else to play, many of the players are senior citizens and would not feel safe there anymore. My
mother would go to the senior center for their events and a safe place to get together with their friends and stay active
even now with the homeless in the parking lot of the center and library everyone is Scared to go to either facility. Please
don’t take this park away from our Community here in Westchester
Please listen to the people who live here.
Thanks Rich and Adrienne Christensen

Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail for iPhone

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:21 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Homeless at Westchester Park and Surrounding Communities

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Homeless at Westchester Park and Surrounding Communities

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:04 AM
To: Laura Batista < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 10:20 AM Laura Batista < > wrote:
Hello:

I'm currently on the Zoom call and was told to send my comment to this email address:

| live at Park West Apartments (La Tijera + Lincoln). | have seen a homeless man smoke his drugs right behind the
Park West sign by the gate where | enter to park my car (the side street that leads to the airport police station). We
have many RVs now parked on La Tijera. (across from Otis College + Design). During my walk during the daytime, |
saw a man come out of his RV and urinate on the tree. In addition, many cars parked on the property have been
burglarized. Lastly, the homeless community has expanded along the fence line along the LAX tower/golf course on
Lincoln Blvd., near the Westchester Parkway overpass. There was a fire near the tower during the pandemic shutdown
(due to the homeless living in that area) and a tower of trash continues to spill down the hill and onto the sidewalk.
There used to be a walkway on that side of the street that cannot be used due to the homeless taking over that space.

Thank you,
Laura Batista

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:05 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Homeless encampment

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Homeless encampment

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:52 AM
To: Diane Brahams < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:18 AM Diane Brahams < > wrote:
Do not put homeless in this area. We have endured fights and shootings from them in the past. There are small
children in this area seniors and Westchester High students in that area who will be displaced because of the their
unfortunate lifestyle. Please consider the other choices you have available.
Diane and Lawrence Brahams

resident for 41 years.

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website: ~ www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 9:42 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: homeless in Westchester LA

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: homeless in Westchester LA

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:31 AM
To: penny campagna < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 7:53 PM penny campagna < > wrote:
| am so sick of the homeless encampments getting larger and larger. With all the money and fund raisers to help them
they have multiplied. Some people don't want to be helped they just want hand outs and not have to follow rules. The
ones that want help seek out those shelters.

You know the small percentage of mentally ill who are homeless in comparison to the majority do some research on
how many don't want to follow any rules just feel entitled to live where ever they want and be taken care of.

There are days you can't even see the pavement of the parking lot for the library. It's covered with trash and walkways
to the library smell like urine. The parking lot for Ralphs in the back also smells of urine. They have no care for picking
up after themselves.

You care about their safety. What about the safety of the people paying a premium for rent and mortgages in this area
who are afraid of being harassed by them.

They should not be moved to any areas where there are homes and businesses where people care about the area and
the environment. They are trashing our property values.

There is plenty of land out towards the desert that is undeveloped maybe that would be a better option.

| was never a heartless person and have given generously to all causes but this seems to have back fired by allowing
them beach front property (Venice Beach) and the ability to let them live where ever they want.

It's really out of hand.
Please reconsider where to place them.

Penny Campagna

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
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9/19/22, 10:33 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Homeless Parking at Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Homeless Parking at Westchester Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:38 AM
To: Sheri Weitz

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 10:59 PM Sheri Weitz < > wrote:
To whom it may concern:

| believe it is unsafe to allow the homeless to park their vehicles at Westchester park. It is close to where kids are being
taken care of, and also it is not fair to the seniors who cannot use the senior center at this point.

| used to volunteer and teach Zumba at the senior center and currently am unable to volunteer due to the homeless
situation.

There are places where the homeless can park which are not close to seniors.

| sincerely hope you do not allow this to go forward on October 2.
Thank you so much for reading my email and your attention to this matter.

Sheri Weitz
Westchester resident

Sheri Weitz

)

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:  625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 10:53 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: homeless

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: homeless
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:45 AM
To: E-mail Service <

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 7:51 AM E-mail Service < > wrote:
To the commissioners,

As a homeowner in Westchester since 1993, | really don't think the park or any area should be

used for the homeless, Westchester is a beautiful area and we really don't need encampments in
this area.

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website: ~ www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 10:52 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: HOMELESSNESS RAP September 15 meeting, 22-244

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: HOMELESSNESS RAP September 15 meeting, 22-244

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:44 AM
To: WJS TENOR < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 7:29 AM WJS TENOR < > wrote:
To whom it may concern, and if it concerns, then you have to start thinking about the people of our communities. We
The People ARE the 4th branch of government. You, everyone of you, need to start thinking and producing positive
results in our communities. | could not make it to the park because of a hearing handicap, so, that's why | am emailing
this to you.
to you
My background:

| was born in Cairo Egypt. My family escaped, at the time, from a 3rd world country, laden with crime and
homelessness. The Christians were being heavily persecuted, as well. Wealth, businesses were being confiscated by
an evil regime.

We escaped, | was 6 years old.

| graduated LMU with a Bioscience degree. |, also, obtained a degree as doctor of dental surgery, but | was also very
heavily trained in medicine.

| did not come to this beautiful country to live, once more, in a 3rd world country and city. Homelessness is government
failure. It's NOT We The People’s failure!

SO!? What else can it be?

An estimated, 47,000 of the homeless, are military veterans. Instead of getting the necessary medical help they
needed, they were dishonorably discharged. The military is run by government. It is a government problem and it IS for
the government to solve. Unfortunately decades, of dereliction of duty, has lead up to this mess.

Los Angeles, this state and so many other states in the US have reached 3rd, maybe 4th world status!!!!

| don’t sugar coat anything. Many of you, not all, in government are not lazy, you are just self serving!

We also have rising crime and a large drug cartel population in our city! You know why!?

| don’t have to tell you.

It is not my plan to accuse anyone of anything, but there is corruption among local government. YOU DON'T THINK
SO?

Then how did we get here? It’s either incompetence or corruption. You take your pick. THIS IS THE USA! There is no
other way that we could have reached this point without one of the above.

In a country when a, so called president, calls half his population as “semi fascists” or a threat to the “Republic”, it's not
life as usual. That's NAZI Germany.
| did not come to this country, to seek beauty and freedom, only to find myself under a dictatorship again.

Wake up please. If this continues, you will not only be losing OUR citizens, our city, our state and our country, you will
also be losing yourselves.

Yes! That's how much | trust our government!

| am not a threat to an insect, let alone our Republic. It's amazing that the divider in chief called us a Republic? The
USA is not being run as a Repubilic, let alone a democracy!

| have put myself out there. If any gestapo come after me, this has been forwarded to many people! This includes a
sergeant in the police force, a friend and former patient and a very good friend, in the Sherrif’'s Department. This will go
into thei personal email.
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9/19/22, 10:52 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: HOMELESSNESS RAP September 15 meeting, 22-244

| am of Arabic origin, but | would defend OUR country and die for OUR USA’s future, if | have too and God Forbid. May
it never come to that.

Now, you will hate me even more. | am very religious and | do believe in God, very strongly. Whatever happens,
remember my words, and | do pray that you will remember my words happily, God Will Be The Final Judge.

My Arabic, Christian name

Dr. Wadid Youseff Saidi

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:32 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: | Oppose The Westchester Park 24-hour safe parking motion

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: | Oppose The Westchester Park 24-hour safe parking motion

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:30 AM
To: Madison Weber >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 11:38 AM Madison Weber < > wrote:
Hello,

| am writing to express my strong concerns regrading the Westchester Park 24-hour safe parking motion. | am a
Westchester resident with three kids, ages 10 months to 6 years old. We used to frequent the Westchester park and
Library, but now limit our trips as the homeless and RV parking situation is so very unsanitary and makes us feel so
uneasy. On our last visit, we were not able to park in a parking spot close to the Library entrance so had to park across
the parking lot due to the large amount of RVs parked there. They are dirty, with garbage all around them, with many of
the campers loitering and hanging around. | am concerned that making Westchester Park a 24 hour safe parking zone
will further spiral the park into demise and not safe for families to enjoy the libary and recreational facilities. This is
Westchester's ONLY public park and it is sad we cannot use it without being surrounded by unsanitary conditions.

Thank you,

Madison Weber

Madison Weber

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:08 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: ltem 24-244

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Iltem 24-244

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:55 AM
To: Robert Hansen < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:42 AM Robert Hansen < > wrote:
Dear commissioners
I would like to be heard. | live across from Westchester Park
| have personally withessed a mass shooting where one died and 2 others were wounded in my park.
| have witnessed physical assaults on doz and of occasions at this park

Currently we have 2 white supremacists living in the lot. One is a convicted murderer out on parole, the other | am not
familiar with his arrest and conviction history

| have witnessed drug injections in view of everyone, out in the open.

| am aware of 4 rapes and 2 women meth addicts working as prostitutes to support their drug use, and two additional
females that are selling meth and other drugs for their boyfriends in the park.

| am aware of individuals maintaining multiple residences one with an apartment currently who has both the apartment
and his camper and car at the park which he prefers to stay in.

It's time we stopped this craziness. These people need help not parking. The agencies responsible for this craziness
should re look at this and end it once and for all.

If you allow this, you will be responsible for the deaths from violence and the drug overdoses that will occur in the park.

This unsafe parking will again result in rapes and beatings, a possible murder or two and the blood will be on your
hands.

There are 1200 vacant county buildings and parking areas identified by the county, where not only would there be a
place for these vehicles and people, but a central place for wraparound services in one location.

No other park in the city is contemplating this.

This council member will be replaced in a general election in two months. His unveiled attempt to burn down and
punish this community on his way out is outrageous and this makes you all complicit in his plan

I and my neighbors implore you to rethink this, do not grant this permit at this time.

Let us all be involved in our community, we work hard everyday to help solve this issue, this solves nothing, it's not
even a bandaid on an open and festering open sore.

Respectfully

Robert Hansen
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9/19/22, 11:52 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Lawless Infraction in Westchester Park

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Lawless Infraction in Westchester Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 9:07 AM
To: Virginia Smith-Rader <

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Sep 17, 2022 at 8:19 PM Virginia Smith-Rader < > wrote:
I, among many other Westchester residents, witness that Mike Bonin
cares little about the Parks and Recreation Commission's decision to
further review Bonin's 24 hour "safe parking" proposal in lieu of
making a decision on this matter. Chain link is being built; large
campers have already moved into Bonin's 24-hour homeless camping area.
Mike Bonin will no longer be CD-11's Councilman in a few weeks.
Westchester asks 'why' Parks and Rec has no meaningful influence on
what occurs in our City's parks. This is happening now....... Mandates
from Park & Rec indicate ineffectiveness as outgoing Mike Bonin
ignores stipulations from your Committee. What's your recourse;
what's your next step. Must we again have more news coverage about
the clear power shift from outgoing Bonin over our city's Parks & Rec
involvement? Please advise. Virginia Smith-Rader

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website: ~ www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 10:34 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Letter to the Commissioners of Recreation and Parks

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Letter to the Commissioners of Recreation and Parks

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:39 AM
To: Patrick Reynolds < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Sep 14, 2022 at 11:14 PM Patrick Reynolds < > wrote:
Mike Bonin's homeless policies been a failure. How? Mr. Bonin allowed over 100 tents
in Westchester Park, where the unhoused were living in squalor with truly Kafkaesque scenes by
night. Later, Mr. Bonin moved many of the unhoused to motel rooms rented by the City
at exorbitant prices.

Now he is asking the commissioners of Recreation and Parks to allow 24-7 parking for 15 RV's in
two parking lots at Westchester Park. His allies claim the RV's will be moved if their

owners violate the "rules," but do not be persuaded by this. The history of the unhoused in the
park includes used needles scattered in the grass, along with other drug paraphernalia and
garbage. Many are unwilling to be housed, are mentally ill or drug-addicted.

It is not likely, given this history, that those camping in the RV's will follow the rules for very
long.

Chris Lively is an intelligent 21-year-old unhoused person who was living on the sidewalk a few
blocks from Westchester Park. When I asked him why he wasn't camping in the park with the
other unhoused, he replied emphatically, with fear in his voice, "I feel safer here. At

night, Westchester Park is much too dangerous -- there are drugs, screaming, mental illness and
violence. It gets really crazy at night."

My wife and I live a few steps from Westchester Park, and we have a 12 year old son. Hundreds
of other families in our neighborhood have kids, too.

On October 3, Westchester Park will open for all youth sports -- yet Mr. Bonin has requested that
you approve turning the two main parking lots of Westchester Park into safe parking areas for 15
RV's!

They will be able to park there, perhaps indefinitely, for 24 hours a day, 7 days per week.

What about the children living in our neighborhood -- the kids who come to play sports in the
park, like Little League and AYSO? What about them?

Allowing the unhoused to camp in the parking lots of Westchester Park will bring fear and
anxiety to our kids and seniors, and may put them in danger.
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9/19/22, 10:34 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Letter to the Commissioners of Recreation and Parks

Please do not approve Mike Bonin's request. Please ask Mr. Bonin to go back to the drawing
board and find another solution. Perhaps the new Mayor of LA will appoint someone with better
ideas.

There is a large tract of unoccupied land a few blocks South of the Park, along the north border
of LAX. Why cant the RV's be put there?

And why did Mr. Bonin select Westchester Park, and not the parks of Beverly Hills, Pacific
Palisades, Brentwood and Bel Air? Why Westchester?

Our community is well organized and mobilized to fight this. I respectfully urge you to ask Mike
Bonin to find an alternative solution.

I respectfully ask RAP to make the responsible decision today and not add this new burden
on our kids and seniors. They are the ones who will suffer -- and they have rights, too.

Patrick Reynolds

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:30 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Municipal parking lot at Westchester Library

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Municipal parking lot at Westchester Library

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 8:16 AM
To: Deborah Konitsney < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 11:15 AM Deborah Konitsney < > wrote:
Who has responsibility over the municipal parking lot at Westchester Library? The conditions are deplorable. There is
filth and trash everywhere. The place reeks of urine smells. It is deplorable and needs to be cleaned up. The homeless
need to be removed. There cannot be people allowed to live there. The park needs to be made safe and usable. You
all need to do your job for the community and the people that pay your salaries.

Thank you,
Deborah Konitsney

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 11:09 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: No 24 Safe Parking at Westchester Park !!!

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: No 24 Safe Parking at Westchester Park !!!

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:55 AM
To: Peter >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 8:46 AM Peter < wrote:
Good Morning RAP Commission,

| have lived in Westchester for over 30 years . My 3 boys all played baseball , soccer and Footbal at the park . That has
become impossible for my grandchildren. In the last 90 days | have personally witnessed drug paraphernalia
/needles/alcohol/sexual things (dildoes, condoms) from the homeless people living at the park. They do not have
ample bathroom facilities so there is feces covering parts of the park and parking lot . Why have over $ 2 million of our
tax dollars go to renovations of the park with new fields and 4 new baseball diamonds when we can’t use them
because our parking lot has now again become a homeless encampment ? That we just managed to clean up . ltis
not safe for anyone. They have yelled incoherent rants at me and my boys when | took them to soccer and baseball
practice at the field by the basketball courts - one individual even exposing himself to us. They made us feel very
uncomfortable and intimidated and not safe . | am afraid for my safety and my kids, grandkids and don’t understand
how RAP could condone this terrorism on our community once again .

This is our community our park that should be used as a park not as a long term storage facility for the homeless .

Please do not condemn our newly renovated fields to be held hostage by this same type of takeover that we had during
the pandemic . “Parking” individuals most who need mental assistance makes no sense for the mandate of what the
park should and has been used for in the past . We want a safe park for all families in Los Angele - such a rare
resource in our community cannot become a homeless Alcatraz . Councilman Bonin’s, who is a lame duck Councilman
, should not have his personal agenda be completely the opposite from the constituents he represents . We live here .
We pay taxes and deserve a safe park for our families and children to play in!

Thank you and save the park for families and youth sports in our community!

Regards .
Peter Novakovic

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.org
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9/19/22, 10:49 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: NO Encampments

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: NO Encampments

1 message
Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Sep 19, 2022 at 7:41 AM
To: ron lei < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Sep 15, 2022 at 3:45 AM ron lei <t > wrote:
Heard you were having a meeting today to approve encampments at our neighborhood park in Westchester.
My vote would be a resounding NO.
Why don’t you commissioners look at the more important issues of CORRUPTION within our county.
Leigh Family
Westchester

Sent from my iPhone

City of Los Angeles

Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza

221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 202-2640
Fax: (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop: 625/15

Website:  www.laparks.o