


 

 
8) Sarajane Schwartz comments as 
Safety Chair Hollywoodland 
Homeowners Association regarding 
Public Safety for the 2022 Winter 
Holidays 

#9231d 

Referred to General Manager 

   

9) Ryan Hines comments regarding A 
Bridge Home on Riverside Drive 

#9232 
Referred to General Manager 

   

10) Mauro Garcia comments regarding 
Sycamore Grove Park Graffiti 

#9233 
Referred to General Manager 

   

11) Mauro Garcia comments regarding 
Sycamore Grove Park Graffiti 

#9233a 
Referred to General Manager 

   

12) Mauro Garcia comments regarding 
Sycamore Grove Park Graffiti 

#9233b 
Referred to General Manager 

   

13) Brenda Mason comments 
regarding Pedlow Field Skate Park 

#9234 
Referred to General Manager 

   

14) Robin Murez as Chair of 
Preserving Public Places n behalf of 
Venice Neighborhood Council 
comments regarding Restoration of 
Venice Lifeguard Tower 

#9235 

Referred to General Manager 

   

15) Michelle Crames as Chair on 
behalf of Griffith Park Advisory Board 
comments regarding Griffith Park Mural 

#9236 
Referred to General Manager 

   

16) Ralph Sansano comments 
regarding Veteran's Barrington Park 
Dog Code 

#9237 
Referred to General Manager 

   

Prepared by Carolyn Shannon-Joyner, RAP Commission Office 
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Venice Neighborhood Council 
PO Box 550, Venice, CA 90294 

www.VeniceNC.org   Email: info@VeniceNC.org 

 

 
December 26, 2022 
 
By email:  Traci.Park@LACity.org, Los Angeles City Councilperson District 11   
     
Re: RESTORATION OF THE VENICE LIFEGUARD HEADQUARTERS TOWER 
 
Dear Councilwoman Park: 
 
Please be advised that at a regular public meeting of the Venice Neighborhood Council (VNC) 
Board of Officers held on December 20, 2022, the following motion was approved.  
 
MOTION: Whereas the iconic, architecturally, culturally and historically significant Venice 
Lifeguard Headquarters Tower located at 2300 Ocean Front Walk is a 3 story building, built in 
1968, is owned by the City of Los Angeles, within Council District 11 and leased to the County 
of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors for use by the Los Angeles Lifeguards 
through a Joint Powers Agreement;  
 
Whereas, in 2017, LA County chose to move the lifeguard headquarters to the South Bay and 
not repair and maintain the building including its Tower which was lifeguard headquarters for 
over 50 years, despite County’s contractual duty to maintain; 
 
Whereas, with no public notice nor outreach, including to adjacent neighbors or the Venice 
Neighborhood Council, The Department of Beaches and Harbors requested and was awarded 
July 2022 a Coastal Development Permit de minimis waiver from the CA Coastal Commission, 
to demolish the tower, only, erroneously stating County ownership and authority to demolish, 
and, while retaining the nondescript first story base building. No documentation nor feasibility 
study was presented as to why this unique, iconic tower would be destroyed, nor that any effort 
was made to repurpose it, if no longer needed by lifeguards. A 2014 Assessment Report 
describing recommended repairs and upgrades attributes a fraction of the repairs to the tower;  
 
Whereas, Venice has few publicly owned buildings and the demand for such exceeds 
availability, including for museums by LA County Lifeguards and the Venice Oceanarium;  
 
Whereas, the Tower provides an outstanding, and unmatched, expansive view of Santa 
Monica Bay and is identified as historic by the LA Department of Historic Resources; 
 
Whereas, if the Tower were demolished, it would leave a nondescript eyesore single story 
building with no visual merit on our public beach and the Tower would likely never be rebuilt;  
 
Whereas, if made accessible to the public, funds for restoration could be available from 
nonprofit organizations, private donors, LA Olympics, tourism entities and the public, in 
addition to government sources;  
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