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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Venice Lifeguard Station Tower - Immediate Attention Required
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Aug 29, 2023 at 1:44 PM
To: Preserving Public Places Committee < >
Cc: "jimmy.Kim@lacity.org" <jimmy.Kim@lacity.org>, "matthew.Rudnick@lacity.org" <matthew.Rudnick@lacity.org>,
"noel.Williams@lacity.org" <noel.Williams@lacity.org>, "darryl.Ford@lacity.org" <darryl.Ford@lacity.org>,
cityatty.help@lacity.org, "Controller.mejia@lacity.org" <Controller.mejia@lacity.org>, "Councilmember.Park@lacity.org"
<Councilmember.Park@lacity.org>, Jeff Khau Traci Planning <jeff.khau@lacity.org>, "sean.Silva@lacity.org"
<sean.Silva@lacity.org>, thirddistrict@bos.lacounty.gov, Lambert Giessinger <lambert.giessinger@lacity.org>,

, Lindsay Mulcahy >, Donne.Brownsey@coastal.ca.gov,
kate.Huckelbridge@coastal.ca.gov, Steve.Hudson@coastal.ca.gov, GJones@bh.lacounty.gov, wontiveros@bh.lacounty.gov,
cbaker@bh.lacounty.gov, "project.Restore@lacity.org" <project.Restore@lacity.org>, "nancy.Lopez@lacity.org"
<nancy.Lopez@lacity.org>

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Aug 29, 2023 at 12:29 PM Preserving Public Places Committee < > wrote:

Dear Commissioners Simril, Sanchez, Lloyd, Hutton and Tran,

The previous RAP Commissioners halted the LA County Department of Beaches and Harbors DBH proposed
demolition of our City owned iconic Venice Lifeguard Station Tower. City Council District 11 concurred.

DBH had misrepresented both the ownership of the building as well as its condition. The building is City owned and
leased to DBH for $1/year as part of the Joint Powers Agreement. This agreement requires DBH to maintain the
building.

While the entire building is in need of significant repairs and maintenance, having been deferred by DBH for 20
years, the Tower portion requires a fraction of the overall building repairs. The cost of the Towers repairs is one
quarter the $1.2Million cost that DBH was planning for its demolition. The building is in use 24/7 for both beach
maintenance and lifeguard services. The Tower portion needs repairs before it can again be utilized. Lifeguards and
the community are eager to use it.

Over 1500 neighbors petitioned to save the Tower and, if not needed by Lifeguards, to enable it to be repurposed as
a public venue such as an observation tower, Lifeguards and/or Oceanarium Museum.

Following through on the request from the previous RAP Commissioners the Venice Neighborhood Council,
community, lifeguards, and the Los Angeles Conservancy commissioned the following reports:

2023 Update of Building Repairs Assessment - Conducted by the same firm previously commissioned by
DBH in 2014. This is a comprehensive engineering and architectural analysis. The findings are summarized
on its cover page including:  

“If 1st floor improvements that are required for the entire building are addressed, the estimated cost for the
2nd and 3rd floor work may be reduced to $275,480”.

Historic Cultural Monument Nomination - Application has been filed by the Los Angeles Conservancy in
conjunction with the Venice Neighborhood Council. The merits are outstanding both for its architectural and
cultural attributes.

The community hopes that RAP and the City will enforce the requirements that DBH fulfill its maintenance
responsibilities immediately, or take whatever steps are necessary, so as to prevent further degradation and
enable use of this valuable and irreplaceable City asset.

VC No. 9457
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If the community is given the opportunity to repurpose the Tower portion, it will be a fabulous venue enabling public
observation, access, research and appreciation of our coastline by the entire public, including underserved
communities, residents and visitors to Venice Beach.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Please acknowledge your receipt and inform us of
future developments.

Sincerely,

Robin Murez
Chair, Preserving Public Places Committee Venice Neighborhood Council

LINKS:
Joint Powers Agreement: https://www.venicenc.org/assets/documents/5/ committee64e79c7050cb2.pdf

2023 Venice Lifeguard Station Building Assessment: https://www.venicenc.org/assets/ documents/5/
committee64e7978329443.pdf
 
Venice Lifeguard Station HCM Nomination Application: https://www.venicenc.org/assets/ documents/5/
committee64e799294d4fb.pdf

cc:
RAP Executive Staff: jimmy.Kim@LACity.org, matthew.Rudnick@LACity.org, noel.Williams@LACity.org,
darryl.Ford@LACity.org

LA City Attorney Hydee Feldstein Soto cityatty.help@lacity.org

LA City Controller Kenneth Mejia controller.mejia@lacity.org

LA City Councilwoman District 11 councilmember.park@lacity.org, jeff.Khau@LACity.org,
sean.Silva@LACity.org

LA County Supervisor Lindsay Horvath thirddistrict@bos.lacounty.gov  

LA City Department of Planning, Office of Historic Resources lambert.giessinger@lacity.org

LA Conservancy afine@laconservancy.org, LMulcahy@laconservancy.org 

CA Coastal Commission Donne.Brownsey@coastal.ca.gov, kate.Huckelbridge@coastal.ca.gov,
Steve.Hudson@coastal.ca.gov 

LA Department of Beaches & Harbors GJones@bh.lacounty.gov, wontiveros@bh.lacounty.gov,
cbaker@bh.lacounty.gov 

project.Restore@LACity.org , nancy.Lopez@LACity.org
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Robin Murez
Chair, Preserving Public Places Committee

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/


Date: August 29, 2023 
Subject:  Venice Lifeguard Station Tower - Immediate Attention Required


Dear Commissioners Simril, Sanchez, Lloyd, Hutton and Tran,


The previous RAP Commissioners halted the LA County Department of Beaches and Harbors 
DBH proposed demolition of our City owned iconic Venice Lifeguard Station Tower.  City 
Council District 11 concurred.


DBH had misrepresented both the ownership of the building as well as its condition.  The 
building is City owned and leased to DBH for $1/year as part of the Joint Powers Agreement.  
This agreement requires DBH to maintain the building.  


While the entire building is in need of significant repairs and maintenance, having been 
deferred by DBH for 20 years, the Tower portion requires a fraction of the overall building 
repairs.  The cost of the Towers repairs is one quarter the $1.2Million cost that DBH was 
planning for its demolition.  The building is in use 24/7 for both beach maintenance and 
lifeguard services.  The Tower portion needs repairs before it can again be utilized.  Lifeguards 
and the community are eager to use it.


Over 1500 neighbors petitioned to save the Tower and, if not needed by Lifeguards, to enable it 
to be repurposed as a public v 
nue such as an observation tower, Lifeguards and/or Oceanarium Museum.


Following through on the request from the previous RAP Commissioners the Venice 
Neighborhood Council, community, lifeguards, and the Los Angeles Conservancy 
commissioned the following reports:


2023 Update of Building Repairs Assessment - Conducted by the same firm 
previously commissioned by DBH in 2014.  This is a comprehensive engineering and 
architectural analysis.  The findings are summarized on its cover page including:  
 
“If 1st floor improvements that are required for the entire building are addressed, the 
estimated cost for the 2nd and 3rd floor work may be reduced to $275,480”.


Historic Cultural Monument Nomination - Application has been filed by the Los 
Angeles Conservancy in conjunction with the Venice Neighborhood Council.  The merits 
are outstanding both for its architectural and cultural attributes.


The community hopes that RAP and the City will enforce the requirements that DBH fulfill 
its maintenance responsibilities immediately, so as to prevent further degradation and 
enable use of this valuable and irreplaceable City asset.  


If the community is given the opportunity to repurpose the Tower portion, it will be a fabulous 
venue enabling public observation, access, research and appreciation of our coastline by the 
entire public, including underserved communities, residents and visitors to Venice Beach.


Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  Please acknowledge your receipt 
and inform us of future developments. 

Sincerely,




Robin Murez

Chair, Preserving Public Places Committee


od Council 

LINKS:  

Joint Powers Agreement:  https://www.venicenc.org/assets/documents/5/
committee64e79c7050cb2.pdf


2023 Venice Lifeguard Station Building Assessment:  https://www.venicenc.org/assets/
documents/5/committee64e7978329443.pdf

 
Venice Lifeguard Station HCM Nomination Application:  https://www.venicenc.org/assets/
documents/5/committee64e799294d4fb.pdf


cc:	 

	 RAP Executive Staff: jimmy.Kim@LACity.org, matthew.Rudnick@LACity.org,               
noel.Williams@LACity.org, darryl.Ford@LACity.org

	 LA City Attorney Hydee Feldstein Soto cityatty.help@lacity.org

	 LA City Controller Kenneth Mejia controller.mejia@lacity.org

	 LA City Councilwoman District 11 councilmember.park@lacity.org, 

                  jeff.Khau@LACity.org, sean.Silva@LACity.org

            LA County Supervisor Lindsay Horvath thirddistrict@bos.lacounty.gov 
	 LA City Department of Planning, Office of Historic Resources 

	      lambert.giessinger@lacity.org

	 LA Conservancy afine@laconservancy.org, LMulcahy@laconservancy.org

	 CA Coastal Commission Donne.Brownsey@coastal.ca.gov, 

                 kate.Huckelbridge@coastal.ca.gov, Steve.Hudson@coastal.ca.gov

	 LA Department of Beaches & Harbors GJones@bh.lacounty.gov, 

                 wontiveros@bh.lacounty.gov, cbaker@bh.lacounty.gov

            project.Restore@LACity.org , nancy.Lopez@LACity.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Replacing the Griffith Park Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Sep 1, 2023 at 9:01 AM
To: Patty Shenker < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Aug 31, 2023 at 9:18 AM Patty Shenker < > wrote:
Dear commissioners- 
This is my third attempt to get in touch with you and to schedule a meeting.
I would appreciate hearing from you.
Patty Shenker 

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 14, 2023, at 1:02 PM, Patty Shenker < > wrote:

﻿Hello again-
  I would appreciate hearing from you and setting up a meeting. I learned in the last meeting that you
are meeting with the horse people and I found that very disconcerting and unfair and I am
therefore requesting that we animal activists get the same time and attention. 
Thank you.
Patty Shenker 
 LA, Ca. 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Patty Shenker < >
Date: August 2, 2023 at 10:20:14 AM PDT
To: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>
Subject: Replacing the Griffith Park Pony Rides

﻿
Dear Commissioners Jimmy Kim & others-
   I want to thank you again for ending the cruel pony rides
and petting zoo. While this may have been acceptable in 1948
when it started, we have changed our attitude and treatment
towards animals & this is outdated & needs to be replaced. I
learned in the last meeting that you are meeting with the
horse people and I found that very disconcerting and unfair
and I am therefore requesting that we animal activists get the
same time and attention. Please let me know when we can
meet with you to discuss our ideas. I have repeatedly
suggested Funbox.com. There are definitely BETTER options
for kids of all ages than this antediluvian pony rides. 

VC No. 9458
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  I want to tell you that the mini-horse sanctuary that adopted one of
the ponies has had his full work up, his teeth floated & hooves
trimmed on a regular rotation & is on a worming schedule. They
noticed right away the pony was tripping a lot because he suffers
from cataracts in both eyes. He is basically blind but luckily, the
sanctuary knows the challenges that face their blind ponies. 
So basically, an elderly, blind pony was forced to stand in the heat,
wearing a saddle, pad and bit to carry kids, which is not humane or
safe at all for the ponies or the  children. Besides the pony's safety
being compromised, his blindness compromised the kids’ safety and
the city could have faced liability for accidents.
 I urge you to stick to your compassionate decision, despite
complaints by the LA Equine community, which respectfully, does
not have equines’ best interests & will not accept the decision made. 
If they did, they would not only be glad about this decision but they
would be outraged with the 45 horses who have been killed this year
on Ca. race tracks and the other horses who are often severely hurt
and killed in rodeos and support the LA ordinance to ban the tools
used in rodeos. 
  In the last meeting in July, I wrote- "This summer of persistent
heat waves daily with temperatures reaching triple digits should
make it easier for you to decide to not bring in animals to replace
the pony rides. 
  University researchers determined that horses succumb to heat
stress 3-10 times faster than two-legged animals because they use a
higher percentage of active muscles than two-leggeds do during
exercise-muscles that produce a lot of heat during use. 
Veterinarian Dr. David Ramey wrote- “People interested in riding
the poor, hot critters then take the added step of covering up the
body surface with a saddle & pad, which further reduces the area
from which heat can be lost.”
  This heat is also dangerous to the families, posing an extreme risk
for heat-related illnesses. High temperatures kill more Californians
annually than any other type of natural disaster.
  So let’s put an end to the idea of bringing ponies back- or any other
animals because that would be careless, crazy and inhumane and
let’s figure out the best activity to offer kids and their families!"
 A reminder- On October 25th, 2022 Councilmember Nithya Raman,
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield, Councilmember Paul Koretz, and
Councilmember Curren Price submitted a motion that stated that
although Stephen Weeks made some improvements the Griffith
Park and Pony Rides continues to receive complaints of critical
measures that did not ensure the well-being of the elderly ponies.
This includes pushing elderly ponies in 100-degree temperature.
With such knowledge, it is clear that the city cannot reform such
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industries and ensure the safety and well being of children
interacting/riding animals, or ensure that an operator is meeting
guidelines that relate to California animal cruelty laws."
  I look forward to hearing from you and meeting with you.
Thank you for your time and attention.
Patty Shenker  
  
  
  

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Adventure Playground Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Aug 21, 2023 at 8:13 AM
To: BETSY BURMEISTER < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sun, Aug 20, 2023 at 5:19 PM BETSY BURMEISTER < > wrote:
Dear Commissioners,
 
I thought that you might be interested to see this wonderful Adventure Playground on Long Island. It is geared to young
children 3-6 years old. They love it! 

This would be a wonderful activity to replace the ponies. 

The older children could have Go carts which they would enjoy tremendously.
 
Thank you for allowing the ponies to enjoy their lives on farms and at sanctuaries.
 
Sincerely,
 
Betsy Burmeister

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Ideal for young climbers! 

The Adventure Playground allows children ages 3-

6, to navigate scaled down versions of The 

Adventure Park's full-size bridges and challenges. 

With the highest element only 24 inches off the 

ground, grown ups can give their young climber 

the level of encouragement or support they may 

need. 

983-3844 BOOK NOW 
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Animal-free entertainment, please
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Aug 15, 2023 at 9:01 AM
To: Jill Henderlight < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Aug 14, 2023 at 3:27 PM Jill Henderlight < > wrote:
Dear commissioners,

I greatly applaud your courage to do what was right and to permanently close the Griffith Park pony rides. 

Animals are not ours to experiment on, eat, wear, use for entertainment, or abuse in any other way. All beings desire
freedom to live a natural life, according to their inherent desires and instincts. 

So, with that, I respectfully request that you find non-animal forms of entertainment for the park. The train rides are
great and other things like arts and crafts, jungle gyms, etc are all ways kids can learn and explore with their families
without subjugating animals to work and potential abuse. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Jill Henderlight

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: August 17th meeting for Griffith park non animal model
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Aug 14, 2023 at 2:03 PM
To: Ruta Soltanpour < >

Good Afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to
the Commissioners.

On Mon, Aug 14, 2023 at 1:08 PM Ruta Soltanpour < > wrote:

 To whom it may concern 

I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model. There are
many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including environmental
education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment. Please take a stand for animals and make the
compassionate choice. 

 Thank you for taking action on this issue! 

Sincerely,

Ruta Soltanpour

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Children's pony rides banned in Paris following animal rights campaign - CBS
News
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Aug 21, 2023 at 8:56 AM
To: Betsy Burmeister < >

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Aug 21, 2023 at 8:46 AM Betsy Burmeister < > wrote:
Dear Commissioners,

I am sending an article about the ponies in Paris that are being retired from giving rides in the city.
The people are realizing that this is no way to treat animals. They are not toys or machines , but sentient beings who
need to be treated with love and kindness. Ponies need to run and play in fields and enjoy the company of their fellow
animals. They need to have an enriching environment, water, shade and grass to roll in every day. They should not be
forced to walk in circles hour after hour with broken spirits. Thank you for recognizing their right to enjoy their lives.

Thank you so much for retiring the Griffith Park ponies and replacing them with a non animal model.

Sincerely,

Betsy Burmeister

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/paris-france-children-pony-ride-ban-animal-rights-campaign/

Betsy Burmeister

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/paris-france-children-pony-ride-ban-animal-rights-campaign/
http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park Pony Rides & Petting Zoo
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Aug 14, 2023 at 2:04 PM
To:

Good Afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Aug 14, 2023 at 1:35 PM < > wrote:
I urge you to replace the former Griffith Park Pony Rides and Petting Zoo with a non-animal model.
There are many options to consider that do not involve harming and exploiting animals, including
environmental education programs, recreational activities, and entertainment. Please take a stand
for animals and make the compassionate choice. 

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Aug 15, 2023 at 3:23 PM
To: " " < >

Good afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Aug 15, 2023 at 3:18 PM  < > wrote:
Please replace the Griffith Park Pony Rides with a form of non-animal entertainment. Also re-
open the Merry-go-round.

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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