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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: portrero/George Wolfberg bathrooms.
1 message

Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org> Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 9:31 AM
To: 
Cc: Sue Pascoe < >, "McGeagh, Rick @ South Bay" < >, Rap
Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Rose Watson <rose.watson@lacity.org>, "Starrels, Andrew J (CCC -
X68906, LAX - X52507)" < >, kristen.ly@lacity.org, president < >

Good Morning,

Please excuse the delay in response.  I am checking with staff on the status and will have appropriate staff member
follow-up.

Thank you SO much 

On Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 9:00 AM Pacific Palisades Park Advisory Board < > wrote:
Dear Kristen,

Could we get an update on the bathroom closure and sewer line repair matter, at Potrero Canyon, please?

Thank you.
Best,
Maryam Zar

On Tue, Sep 5, 2023 at 5:16 PM Sue Pascoe < > wrote:
At the beginning of July, the bathrooms at the George Wolfberg Park at Potrero closed. They are still closed. 

Here were the questions I posed then, but no one has ever responded.

1) Are the bathrooms on the same sewer line as the Rec Center?
2) When the GW bathrooms were being constructed, the pathway between the Rec Center and those bathrooms was
closed and people were told it was because of a sewer line.
3) Where does the sewer line from the Wolfberg self-cleaning bathrooms hook into? Where does it drain? Is it back
at the Rec Center?

4) is RAP aware that there have been numerous problems with the plumbing at the Rec Center? At one point sewage
backed up into the small gym and the entire floor had to be replaced.

Finally, what is the timeline for opening this bathrooms?

Sue Pascoe
Editor
Circling the News

--
Jimmy Kim
General Manager 

City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and Parks

VC No. 9464
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: portrero/George Wolfberg bathrooms.
1 message

Pacific Palisades Park Advisory Board < > Fri, Sep 8, 2023 at 11:14 AM
To: Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>
Cc: Jasmine Dowlatshahi <jasmine.dowl@lacity.org>, Kortley Norris <kortley.norris@lacity.org>, "McGeagh, Rick @ South
Bay" < >, Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Rose Watson
<rose.watson@lacity.org>, Sonya Young-Jimenez <sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>, "Starrels, Andrew J (CCC - X68906,
LAX - X52507)" < >, Sue Pascoe < >, kristen.ly@lacity.org, president
< >

Thank you so much, Mr. Kim - this is all very helpful. I have alerted CD11 and they are also following up with BOE for a
timeline. 

Thanks to Sue Pascoe for asking these questions, which needed to be answered for the Palisades community.

Best, Maryam Zar

On Fri, Sep 8, 2023 at 10:40 AM Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org> wrote:
Good Morning,

Please see the response below from staff.

On Thu, Sep 7, 2023 at 10:28 AM Pacific Palisades Park Advisory Board < > wrote:
Hi there — any update on the bathroom closure? 

On Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 9:41 AM Pacific Palisades Park Advisory Board < > wrote:
Thank you, Mr. Kim.

On Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 9:32 AM Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org> wrote:
Good Morning,

Please excuse the delay in response.  I am checking with staff on the status and will have appropriate staff
member follow-up.

Thank you SO much 

On Wed, Sep 6, 2023 at 9:00 AM Pacific Palisades Park Advisory Board < > wrote:
Dear Kristen,

Could we get an update on the bathroom closure and sewer line repair matter, at Potrero Canyon, please?

Thank you.
Best,
Maryam Zar

On Tue, Sep 5, 2023 at 5:16 PM Sue Pascoe < > wrote:
At the beginning of July, the bathrooms at the George Wolfberg Park at Potrero closed. They are still
closed. 

Here were the questions I posed then, but no one has ever responded.

mailto:jimmy.kim@lacity.org
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1) Are the bathrooms on the same sewer line as the Rec Center?  No they are not.
2) When the GW bathrooms were being constructed, the pathway between the Rec Center and those
bathrooms was closed and people were told it was because of a sewer line.  pathway between the rec
center and the Wolfberg restroom would not have been closed due to the installation of the new sewer. This
is due to the fact that the new sewer line goes down the canyon.  At one point the  pathway between the
tennis courts and the Wolfberg restroom was closed  due to a sinkhole that was filled.
3) Where does the sewer line from the Wolfberg self-cleaning bathrooms hook into? Where does it drain? Is
it back at the Rec Center?  The sewer line is directly tied into the Wolfberg self-cleaning restroom and
drains down the canyon towards a main sewer at PCH. There are clean outs along this line. It does not
drain back to the rec center.

4) is RAP aware that there have been numerous problems with the plumbing at the Rec Center? At one
point sewage backed up into the small gym and the entire floor had to be replaced.  RAP is aware that there
have been problems with the plumbing at the Rec Center. Sewage backed up one time a few years back
and got on the gym floor. This was one isolated incident. There was a stoppage due to excessive tree roots
growing into the main sewer line. The stoppage was successfully cleared.  The floor was repaired

Finally, what is the timeline for opening this bathrooms?At this point, this is under the purvue of BOE,they
are waiting on Sanitation to perform repairs to the Main Sewer Line from the Wolfberg to PCH. We are
awaiting for a timeline.

Sue Pascoe
Editor
Circling the News
( ) 

--
Jimmy Kim
General Manager 

City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and Parks

--
Jimmy Kim
General Manager 

City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and Parks
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Best regards,

Bruce A. Bailey, A.I.A.
BAB Architects

c
h

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Request for Lines to be Painted on Court #2 At Petit Park
1 message

Conrad Urban < > Thu, Sep 14, 2023 at 5:57 AM
To: Juan Aynat <juan.aynat@lacity.org>
Cc: Michelle Gross De La Hoya <michelle.gross@lacity.org>, richard.kraveitz@lacity.org, rap.commissioners@lacity.org,
Harold.arrivillaga@lacity.org, Pamela.perez@lacity.org, jimmy.kim@lacity.org, chinyere.stoneham@lacity.org

Mr. Aynat:

Thank you for your response, but I hope that you guys did not spend too much time on this proposal. It is like offering
serious basketball players limited time on a court with no hoops. I am frankly insulted by your offer and so is our
community. The director at Petit Park continues to harass us as does the tennis pro. 

Let me streamline the request of the 300 attached signatories which is simply to paint pickleball lines on Court
#2 and let us use the court on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Courts under your jurisdiction are doing it
already, as seen at Chatsworth South Park.

You have one thing exactly right about Petit Park and it applies to all of Los Angeles--we are very passionate about our
sport. The other thing is that we are large in number and growing rapidly. Please educate yourselves quickly about us.
The nation is already adapting to our growing numbers, but the Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks seems
to be living in a cave with no cable TV.

Please consider painting the lines on Court #2. It does not eliminate the use of the court by the tennis players--that is an
absurd argument (I have played tennis for 48 years). The director is making things worse at Petit by antagonizing the
pickleball players through her biased actions and we have large numbers each evening. I encourage you to come by and
visit us any time. We are not the thugs that people say we are. We just want to have fun and stay in shape while we do it.

Thank you for letting us do this,

Conrad Urban

On Mon, Sep 11, 2023 at 12:44 PM Juan Aynat <juan.aynat@lacity.org> wrote:
Hello Conrad, apologies for not replying last week as we were still working out the details. 

Two things that were made abundantly clear at our virtual community meeting, the first is how passionate and
enthusiastic pickleball players are about the fast-growing sport, 

and secondly, how tennis continues to be a viable sport in the City of LA and not showing any signs of decreasing in
popularity.   So, RAP is faced with a difficult conundrum, 

two groups are vying for the same space.  To appease both sides we’ve decided that a compromise is the best way to
move forward.  As in any business deal, when all parties 

are far apart, both sides must meet in the middle and give in a little.  Neither side is truly getting what they asked for
but are satisfied with some progress. 

So, we’ve decided to add programming days and hours for pickleball play to help with the need for more court time.  At
least (2) two additional days and at least (8) eight additional 

hours.  However, at this time a conversion/hybrid of additional court(s) are not being considered. We can agree that
helping the sport of pickleball grow, should not be at the expense 

of the tennis community.  In addition, we are still working on identifying real estate opportunities where the city can
invest in building standalone – dedicated pickleball facilities.  

As you know, this will take time. 

VC  No. 9467
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The additional days, times and guidelines are being discussed internally with Senior Director Michelle Gross and her
District Supervisor Rich Kraveitz.  Once the exact times are 

determined they will be relayed to our Granada Hills RC pickleball point of contact, Carole Hart.  Carole has worked
with RAP for months and has been a wonderful liaison between 

our staff and both tennis and pickleball communities.  If you have any additional comments or recommendations or if
you’re aware of any private donor and/or sponsors that may 

be interested in investing in future courts, please funnel them through Carole.  

As for your concerns about the threatening of players by Michelle, assessing additional sanctions, and planning to move
your paddle rack outside risking theft, those will be addressed.

Thank you.

 

+Chinyere Stoneham - Valley Region Superintendent

+Richard Kraveitz - Mid Valley District Supervisor

Moving all others to bcc

 

On Sun, Sep 10, 2023 at 3:25 PM Conrad Urban < > wrote:

Mr Aynat:

Thank you for your response, but it satisfies none of the short-term concerns of our
community. I gave you a list of items that Director Gross has failed to do as a part of
her job, and you have not addressed these and neither has she. As a matter of fact, she
is threatening our players with additional sanctions and planning to move our paddle
rack outside of our courts which will put our paddles at risk of being stolen. Our list of
complaints against her is growing. She is making things worse for us at Petit Park and
yet, our community of pickleball players is growing because of our kindness to others
but without any support from the Department of Recreation and Parks.

I am glad that you are addressing the shortage of pickleball courts in the City of Los
Angeles because there is a major one. You told me that you would get back to me at the
end of the week about Granada Hills and I did not hear from you. The short-term
solution for us is quite simple, and the model is at Chatsworth South Recreation Center
—paint lines for two pickleball courts on Court #2 to make it into a hybrid court. We
will bring our own temporary nets. We will only ask to use Court #2 on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Tennis players will have priority on all other days. I have
video proof that all of the tennis courts at Petit Park are under utilized to show you that
it will NOT cause a disruption to the tennis community. This is a very reasonable
compromise.

I know you are a busy person, but this is an easy decision, and it will make at least 300
pickleball players happy in the short-term and would give you time to find a long-term
solution to provide more pickleball courts throughout the Los Angeles area; thus,
relieving bottlenecks in places such as Granada Hills recreation center.
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The passionate pickleball players that I represent would like an answer by Monday
before I play with them again in the evening. I look forward to hearing from you before
then.

Conrad Urban

On Tue, Sep 5, 2023 at 12:36 PM Juan Aynat <juan.aynat@lacity.org> wrote:
Hi Conrad, 

Thank you for your email, 

We appreciate the passion that the pickleball community is displaying.

Our team is currently discussing all options and are working for short and long term solutions that can be
agreeable to both the pickleball and tennis 
communities. However, we ask for your patience as we are still collecting and evaluating the information that was
gained from last week's community meeting. 

Valley Region Superintendent,Chinyere Stoneham and myself are working on a solution not only for Granada Hills
but in all areas across the Valley Region.  
We'll personally reach out to you later this week to discuss what is being suggested at the Granada Hills outdoor
courts. We understand the need for adding 
more pickleball space in our city, and we are striving to make that happen asap.  

Thank you for your continued patience.  Talk to you soon.

On Sat, Sep 2, 2023 at 2:31 PM Conrad Urban < > wrote:

Department of Recreation and Parks:

I am a patron of Granada Hills Recreation Park and represent at least 300 pickleball players as seen by the
attached signatures that I gathered during the month of July. I did this because we are a growing community
that is forced to play in a small space by a recreation director that is not doing her job properly. I will say
nothing more on this subject other than to ask you to watch the zoom meeting that Director Gross held for
us on Wednesday, August 30, 2023. After viewing this meeting, you can determine for yourself if I represent
myself accurately.

We have been in communication with Director Gross on several issues as well as her supervisor without
success, which directly reflects her competency as a manager of our park and may be why she cannot
manage our needs properly. Here are some recent events:

·        The signs state that cleaning of the courts will be done every Thursday, but they are not—we do
it with our own blowers. I played every day this summer and know that it may have been cleaned
once or twice at best.
·        Leaves fall from the overgrown trees at the edge of the pickleball courts causing a trip and fall
hazard putting the city and our players at risk. We have made several calls on this, and they still have
not been cut back for safety.
·        Recently, the lights at night were not turned on after the hurricane. We were promised by the
office that someone would come out to fix them and they did not. I went to the office to inquire, and
I was told to tell 30 pickleball players to “just go home” without an explanation. We went to the
office for an explanation and then the office lied to us about the problem.
·        Our community of pickleball players is growing rapidly and the wait time to play is high. There
was a murder in our park recently and we have homeless people in our parking lot, so we keep our
gear in the courts and many people do not feel safe waiting outside—this violates the Director’s new
rules, so she is constantly chastising us for breaking them.
·        The fact that we have so many players waiting to play near the adjacent Court 2, and the fact
that the tennis pro hired by Director Gross is hostile towards pickleball players, there is animosity
between the two camps. They complain that they cannot play on the court because they are
intimidated by us, but there are never enough tennis players to warrant the need to use this court.

mailto:juan.aynat@lacity.org
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·        Friday morning, and only two days after our contentious zoom meeting about the future of the
courts at Petit Park, we found the outline of a dead person painted on one of the pickleball courts.
The park office and Director Gross were informed of its existence by noon. There has been no
communication from Director Gross to me or a notice placed on the courts, and it remains on our
courts. I don’t care what the explanation is for it being there--some people imagined the worst
because of the murder in our park recently and how angry we see that the tennis players are at us.

Director Gross is doing a poor job and is NOT serving the 300 pickleball players that I represent. I am asking
you to replace her, retrain her, or get her more assistance so that she can fulfill the needs of our community
before someone gets hurt.

We are very passionate about pickleball at Petit Park and our demands are reasonable. You can see my
original requests on behalf of our pickleball community below this email. Send clerks out to our courts to
verify my claims in the email below that on any given day and at any given hour, we have 3 to 5: 1 pickleball
players to every tennis player. Currently, the tennis players own 75% of the real estate with less than 25% of
the taxpayer dollars contributed--we would like to take a 50-50 split on the real estate and we would be very
happy.

Thank you for your consideration,

Conrad Urban

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Conrad Urban >
Date: Mon, Aug 28, 2023 at 6:43 PM
Subject: Request for Lines to be Painted on Court #2 At Petit Park
To: michelle.gross@lacity.org <michelle.gross@lacity.org>
Cc: richard.kraveitz@lacity.org <richard.kraveitz@lacity.org>

Director Gross De La Hoya:

My Name is Conrad Urban, and I am a resident of the community of Granada Hills Park and frequently play
at the pickleball courts. I have played tennis for 48 years, so there is not much that you can surprise me with
about the sport. I am new to pickleball, but what does surprise me is how you discriminate against me and
the 300 hundred pickleball players that I represent with the signatures that I have collected in the month of
July 2023 and passed on to you in the attachment.

It is clear that you do not like pickleball players and that was evident from our first conversation and then
you made it loud and clear when you hung two banners forbidding us from playing pickleball on Court #2.
You now have shown your bias in making two separate sets of rules: one for tennis and one for pickleball
players. The rules for tennis players are less restrictive and traditional, while the rules for pickleball players
are mostly designed to manage our large numbers. This is exactly why we need more room to play.

I am a teacher and work with taxpayer money with the power of the government backing me, so I cannot
choose a side based on personal feelings. Similarly, you must look at the best interests of the community and
the taxpayers so that the Granada Hills recreation properties are used in their highest and best usage. We
both know that on any given day and at any given hour, there are 3 to 5:1 pickleball players to tennis players
utilizing the courts. Any outside and unbiased auditor would verify my claim. One pickleball taxpayer is equal
to one tennis taxpayer, so we should have many more court spaces available to us to play every day of the
week. The tennis courts are under utilized and we have long wait times to play pickleball. My fellow
pickleball players and I have multiple videos that illustrate how busy our courts are in comparison to the
tennis courts to prove our claims.

The 300 pickleball petition signatories are requesting the following:

1)     Court #2 to have pickleball lines drawn (painted) on it and make it into a hybrid court
like Chatsworth South Recreation Center. We will bring pickleball nets.
2)     Create safe seating immediately outside of Court #1 and #2 for waiting.
3)     Conversion of Court #2 to 4 permanent pickleball courts over the next 3 years as
taxpayer traffic demands.
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We can negotiate the days that the pickleball players can use the hybrid court (Court #2) for
pickleball. I know that the tennis pro uses the tennis courts on Tuesdays and Thursdays, so we could
be allowed to use it on Mondays and Wednesdays, for example. The idea is that we share this
underused court and decrease the wait time for the pickleball players.

We have a very large, kind, and growing community of passionate pickleball players that just want
to have fun and stay fit. We are not being unreasonable by asking for you to paint lines on Court #2
so that more of us can play and our wait time be decreased.

We are confident that you will make the right decision and I look forward to seeing you at the zoom
meeting Wednesday.

Conrad Urban

--
Juan A. Aynat
Principal Recreation Supervisor I - Valley Region
City of  Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks
Municipal Sports & Camping Section 

6335 Woodley Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91406
Phone: (818) 756-8060    Stop #641

PARK PROUD - LA 
 

--
Juan A. Aynat
Principal Recreation Supervisor I - Valley Region
City of  Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks
Municipal Sports & Camping Section 

6335 Woodley Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91406
Phone: (818) 756-8060    Stop #641

PARK PROUD - LA 
 

Petit Park Petition Signatures July-1.pdf
1054K
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Ex pony ride site
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Sep 5, 2023 at 12:38 PM
To: Mike Fujimori < >

Good afternoon,

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Sep 5, 2023 at 12:08 PM Mike Fujimori < > wrote:

Hi commissioners
Please whatever business you decide to put in the old pony ride location - make it a non animal model.
Thank you so much
Regards
Michael Fujimori

Sent from my iPhone

--
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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