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SUBJECT: PURCHASE OF SPILLMAN ENGINEERING CAROUSEL LOCATED AT 
GRIFFITH PARK - CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 19 , 
SECTION 15325(e) [ACQUISITION, SALE, OR OTHER TRANSFER TO PRESERVE 
HISTORICAL RESOURCES] AND SECTION 15331 [PROJECTS LIMITED TO MAINTENANCE, 
REPAIR, STABILIZATION, REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, PRESERVATION, 
CONSERVATION OR RECONSTRUCTION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES IN A MANNER 
CONSISTENT WITH THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR'S STANDARDS FOR THE 
TREATMENT OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES WITH GUIDELINES FOR PRESERVING, 
REHABILITATING, RESTORING, AND RECONSTRUCTING HISTORIC BUILDINGS (1995), 
WEEKS AND GRIMMER] OF CALIFORNIA CEQA GUIDELINES AS WELL AS ARTICLE Ill, 
SECTION 1, CLASS 16 OF CITY CEQA GUIDELINES 

* B. Aguirre

B.Jones

M. Rudnick

If Approved: Boa 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

C. Santo Domingo __ _

C. Stoneham

N. Williams

1. Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) to purchase the 19 26 Spillman
Engineering Carousel located in Griffith Park, along with its associated equipment and
parts and as more fully described in this report ("Merry-Go-Round"), for a total price not to
exceed $1,000,000 (Purchase Price), to be paid to The R&J Amusement Company LLC
(Seller);

2. Approve the reallocation of $1,000,000 to Fund No. 30 2, Department No. 89 and Account
No. 89TBD - Griffith Park Project.

August 21 2025
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3. Authorize the Department Chief Accounting Employee to transfer $1,000,000 from Fund 
No. 302, Department No. 89, Account No. 89270K-CM project fund to a new account Fund 
No. 302, Department No. 89 and Account No. 89TBD – Griffith Park Project. 

 
4. Authorize the payment of the Purchase Price to the Seller upon receipt of all necessary 

approvals and in accordance with the terms and conditions for such purchase as may be 
required by the Department of General Service (GSD) as the purchasing agent for the City 
of Los Angeles;   

 
5. Authorize RAP staff to coordinate the standard purchasing requirements and procedures 

with the GSD and any other City Department(s) as may be necessary in order to effectuate 
the purchase of the Merry-Go-Round;  

 
6. Authorize RAP’s General Manager or designee to execute any documents necessary to 

effectuate the purchase of the Merry-Go-Round, including any documents necessary to 
obtain approvals required by GSD’s processes and procedures;  

 
7. Determine that the Project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article 19 , Section 15325(e) [Acquisition, 
sale, or other transfer to preserve historical resources] and Section 15331 [Projects limited 
to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, 
Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings (1995), Weeks and 
Grimmer] of California CEQA Guidelines as well as Article III, Section 1, Class 16 of City 
CEQA Guidelines and direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the Los Angeles 
County Clerk and the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation; 

 
8. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles 

County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing a Notice of Exemption 
(NOE); and 

 
9. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to make technical corrections as necessary 

to carry out the intent of this Report. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Griffith Park is the largest historic monument in the City of Los Angeles, comprised of cultural and 
historically-important sites such as Griffith Observatory, the Old Zoo, Fern Dell and, specifically 
for this report, the Griffith Park Historic Merry-Go-Round (Merry-Go-Round).  
 
The Merry-Go-Round is a one-of-a-kind, historically significant carousel that has contributed to 
Griffith Park being a beloved and unique destination for Angelenos and visitors alike for nearly a 
century. Built in 1926 by the Spillman Engineering Corporation, the Merry-Go-Round was 
relocated from San Diego to Griffith Park in 1937.  
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The Merry-Go-Round is privately owned and was operated as a concession by The R&J 
Amusement Company LLC (Seller) for decades, under a partnership between Mr. Warren Deasy 
and Mrs. Rosemary West. Upon Mr. Deasy’s death in 2011, his interest in the Merry-Go-Round 
was left to his long-time employee Mr. Julio Gosdinski. Mr. Gosdinski and Mrs. West operated the 
Merry-Go-Round in partnership until Mr. Gosdinski’s death in 2020, at which time his ownership 
interest in the Merry-Go-Round entered probate.  His estate and Mrs. West are the sole members 
of the Seller, which wholly owns the Merry-Go-Round and its associated equipment.   
 
The Merry-Go-Round was closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic in March 2020, and reopened in 
May 2021. It was then shuttered again in May 2022 due to a need for repairs and the uncertainty 
related to ownership.  Since that time, the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and 
Parks (RAP) has been engaged in an effort to resolve the concessions-related issues and to 
reopen the Merry-Go-Round for the benefit of the public.  
 
As discussed in more detail below, after thorough due diligence and consideration, RAP is 
recommending the purchase of the Merry-Go-Round to ensure that this historically significant 
community asset permanently remains in Griffith Park. The purchase is supported by a number 
of stakeholders including the Griffith J. Griffith Charitable Trust, Office of Councilmember Nithya 
Raman, the National Carousel Association and the Los Angeles Conservancy.  
 
If approved, following the purchase of the Merry-Go-Round, RAP plans to engage these 
stakeholder and other partners to coordinate a fundraising effort for the rehabilitation and 
restoration of the Merry-Go-Round, which may require a multi-year effort. RAP would then also 
develop and release a Request for Proposal for operation, maintenance and ongoing preservation 
and conservation of the Merry-Go-Round. 
 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
As mentioned above, the Merry-Go-Round was built by the Spillman Engineering Corporation in 
1926 and was relocated from San Diego to Griffith Park in 1937. Featuring 68 wood-carved and 
bejeweled horses in four rows, with examples of Looff, Spillman and Carmel jumper horses 
throughout, it boasts two chariots and an elaborately-detailed ceiling kit. It also includes a Stinson 
165 Military Band Organ which plays over 1,500 hundred songs. 
 
The Merry-Go-Round is one of the only examples of a Spillman Engineering 4-Abreast Carousel 
that remains intact in North America. It sits against a hillside, surrounded by trees, near the Old 
Zoo Picnic Area and Shane’s Inspiration Playground, in the heart of Griffith Park. The Merry-Go-
Round is the location where celebrities of the day would be sighted including “Gone with the Wind” 
star Olivia de Havilland and a young film producer now known throughout the world as Walt 
Disney. In fact, Walt Disney regularly frequented the Merry-Go-Round on Saturdays, watching his 
daughters ride around and daydreaming of one day creating his own theme park. This very merry-
go-round, with its beautifully crafted horses and chariots, is widely recognized as the inspiration 
behind the vision that would one day become Disneyland. 
 
The Stinson Organ plays familiar, classical music which reverberates throughout the park 
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adding to the perfect atmosphere of a memorable family day in the park and an unparalleled 
experience of delight and magic for adults and children alike. 
 
On January 27, 2009, the City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning’s Cultural Heritage 
Commission declared Griffith Park to be Historical Cultural Monument #942 and specifically 
recognized that the Merry-Go-Round is a character-defining feature and contributing element to 
the cultural, economic and social history of the City of Los Angeles. 
 
ANALYSIS AND CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Given its deep, historical connection to Griffith Park and its significance as a specialized item of 
unique craftsmanship, RAP believes it is essential to retain this asset, restore and preserve it, 
and eventually reopen the Merry-Go-Round for the benefit of the public.  
 
As a result of the Merry-Go-Round’s closure and a portion of its ownership interests entering 
probate, RAP and other Griffith Park stakeholders became concerned regarding the process to 
restore and reopen the Merry-Go-Round. After initial discussions, the Merry-Go-Round’s 
ownership representatives communicated their intent to sell the asset.  These circumstances 
presented a unique opportunity for RAP to consider purchasing the Merry-Go-Round for a fair-
market price, and though the sellers indicated their desire for the Merry-Go-Round to remain in 
Griffith Park in order to continue providing a public benefit, the alternative possibility emerged that 
a third-party buyer could purchase the Merry-Go-Round and potentially relocate it.  RAP staff 
therefore entered into discussions with the Merry-Go-Round’s ownership representatives and 
began conducting appropriate due diligence. 
 
RAP researched the ownership of the Merry-Go-Round to verify which individuals through which 
business entities had authority to sell the Merry-Go-Round.  RAP also consulted with the Office 
of the City Attorney and with GSD regarding the purchase. GSD is the Chief Purchasing agent of 
the City of Los Angeles and requires documentation and a walk-through in such purchases 
including an inventory verification. 
 
On June 24, 2024, RAP conducted an initial walkthrough of the Merry-Go-Round. Several 
members of the Cultural Heritage Commission were in attendance, several carousel experts, the 
Senior Architect at the Office of Historic Resources and ownership representatives.   
 
RAP then obtained three independent appraisals by qualified experts including A&E Sculpting, 
National Carousel Association, and Antique Carousels (Attachment A). Based on these three 
separate appraisals of the Merry-Go-Round and an extensive search of similar merry-go-rounds 
in North America as well as upon several conversations with the National Carousel Association, 
RAP determined in 2024 that a fair market price is in the range of approximately nine hundred 
thousand dollars ($900,000) to one million dollars ($1,000,000), not including additional significant 
inventory items such as historical benches and replacement horses and decorative panels. 
 
After sharing the results of these appraisals, both sellers negotiating through their attorneys 
agreed to a purchase price of one million dollars ($1,000,000). The sellers have noted that they 
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have received purchase offers of higher amounts but wish to see the Merry-Go-Round remain in 
Griffith Park.   
 
On July 31, 2025, RAP conducted an additional inventory inspection and verification with the 
current owners in attendance. The owners and RAP mutually agreed upon an inventory checklist 
and checked every portion of the property for the presence of and condition of the items included.  
The list of items to be acquired is set forth in Attachment 3 of this Report.  
 
Under the instruction of GSD, RAP is currently obtaining all required documentation for the 
purchase from the owners and preparing the necessary documents to effectuate the purchase if 
approved by the Board.  
 
RESTORATION AND REOPENING PROCESS 
 
Based upon initial assessments, the Merry-Go-Round requires mechanical repairs and restoration 
work in order for its reopening and ongoing operation. Various stakeholder and partners have 
expressed interest in supporting the effort to rehabilitate, restore, preserve and conserve the 
Merry-Go-Round. As such, if the purchase recommendation is approved by the Board, RAP would 
undertake a fundraising effort to effectuate these efforts, the full scope and cost of which requires 
further assessment.  
 
In parallel to a fundraising effort and the initiation of repairs and restoration, RAP would also 
develop an RFP for the ongoing operations and maintenance of the Merry-Go-Round that would 
result in a concessions or operating agreement.  
 
RAP anticipates these steps to represent a multi-year effort and staff would therefore report back 
to the Board with status updates on a reopening timeline.  
 
It should also be noted that the “Park Center” area of Griffith Park in which the Merry-Go-Round 
is located is currently undergoing several new and exciting projects including, but not limited to 
upgrades to the Griffith Park Visitor Center, establishment of the Griffith Park Performing Arts 
Stage, and a new food and beverage cafe, that will benefit the public and the park.  
 

TREES AND SHADE 
 
Approval of this Report will have no impact on existing trees and shade at Griffith Park. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
The proposed Project consists of an acquisition to preserve historical resources and of the 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, and conservation of historical resources in a manner 
consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings 
(1995), Weeks and Grimmer. 
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According to the parcel profile report retrieved on August 13, 2025, this site is not within a coastal, 
or methane zone. It is in a liquefaction zone and within a City of Los Angeles Historic Cultural 
Monument (HCM#942). The acquisition of this structure has the goal to preserve its historic 
characteristics and will not increase the risk of liquefaction or affect the historic nature of the site, 
so there is no reasonable possibility that the proposed Project may impact on an environmental 
resource of hazardous or critical concern or have a significant effect due to unusual 
circumstances. No other known projects would involve cumulatively significant impacts, and no 
future projects would result from the proposed Project. As of August 13, 2025, the State 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) (Envirostor at www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) and 
the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) (Geotracker at 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/) have not listed the Project site or any contaminated sites 
near the Project area (within 1,000 feet). According to the Caltrans Scenic Highway Map there is 
no scenic highway located within the vicinity of the proposed Project or within its site. Furthermore, 
the proposed Project is within Griffith Park a City of Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument 
(HCM#942) and is one of the contributing elements to the determination of the historic value of 
the site. As the acquisition has the goal to restore and preserve the historic characteristics of this 
structure, the project will not have any significant effect on historic resources. 
 
Based on this information, staff recommends that the Board determine that the proposed Project 
is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Article 19, Section 15325(e) and 15331 of California CEQA Guidelines and Article III 
Section 1, Class 16 of City CEQA Guidelines. Staff will file a Notice of Exemption with the Los 
Angeles County Clerk and the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation upon 
Board’s approval. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
RAP may see a potential increase to revenue dependent on the outcome of any future 
concessionaire agreement. 
 
 
This Report was prepared by Tracy James, Project Assistant, John Busby, Senior Management 
Analyst II, and Matthew Rudnick, Executive Officer. 
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS 
 
1. Three (3) independent appraisals, assessments of the Merry-Go-Round  
2. Letters of Support: 

a. Griffith J. Griffith Charitable Trust 
b. Councilmember Nithya Raman, District 4 
c. National Carousel Association  
d. Los Angeles Conservancy 
 

3. List of Acquired Items 

















































GRIFFITH PARK CAROUSEL ASSETS 

- Carrousel – Horses (68), Chariots (2), Mechanism, Surround, Crown Sec�ons, Pain�ngs, Painted 
Ceiling, Painted Access panel 

- Horse – Restored by and on loan to Disneyland 

- “Crispy Criter” – Burned horse from Linclon Park Carousel 

- Extra Chariot – Not installed on MGR 

- Original Pain�ngs (10) – Extra set by Nate Boleus for Restora�on 

- “Disney Bench” – Bench from �me of Walt Disney MGR visits with daughters 

- S�nson Band Organ & approx. 200 Music Rolls 

- Ticket Booth 

- Gi� Stand – Large display cabinet on wheels 

- Various Historic MGR Memorabilia – Tickets, Photos, etc. 

- Vintage “Griffith Park Merry-Go-Round” neon clock 

- Various Signage related to MGR opera�ons 

- “Party Zone” fence and gate 

- Picnic Benches (2) 

- Dedica�on Benches (3) – Includes bench from Disney family 

- Brass Ring Mechanism (includes swing arm and net – may not be complete) 

- Scaffolding Pieces  

-  Kitchen Appliances – Freezer & Refrigerator  

- Misc. Kitchen Accessories (popcorn machine, coton candy machine, metal tables, etc.) 

- An�que Roll-Top Desk 

- Misc. Accumulation of Vintage Mechanical MGR pieces (in attic and back room) 

- Stock of Light Bulbs for MGR 


	7. Determine that the Project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article 19 , Section 15325(e) [Acquisition, sale, or other transfer to preserve historical resources] and Section ...
	8. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing a Notice of Exemption (NOE); and



