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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Conceptually approve the naming of the soccer field at the PARC Project (Field) as
“Tommy’s Field – Boyle Heights” in accordance with the RAP Naming Policy and the
installation of a facility sign reflecting said name, subject to the Board’s final approval at a
later date;

2. Conceptually approve the installation of proposed recognition signage in accordance with
the RAP Sponsorship Recognition Policy, as depicted by the sample signage renderings
included in Attachment 1 of this Report (collectively, “Recognition”), subject to the Board’s
final approval at a later date, of the proposed final signage renderings which will include
the names of the actual donors who have and/or will contribute to the development of the
Field as part of the PARC Project; and

3. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections in order to carry out the intent of the
Board in approving this Report.

SUMMARY 

The 6th Street Viaduct Park, Arts, and River Connectivity Project (PARC Project) is a park 
development project currently underway in the City Council’s 14th District (CD14), under the 
oversight and management of the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering (BOE), 
which was previously considered and approved by the Board. As illustrated by the Conceptual 
Project Rendering included with this Report as Attachment 2, the PARC Project encompasses 
three areas: the “East Park” on the Boyle Heights side of the 6th Street Bridge (Bridge), which will 
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include various active and passive recreational amenities and features; the “Arts & River 
Gateway” located directly below the Viaduct at Santa Fe Avenue and Mesquit Street in the Arts 
District, which will include an arts plaza with performance areas with terrace seating, as well as a 
garden; and the “West Park” located at 6th and Mateo Streets, which will include a rain garden, 
lay and performance lawns, a dog park, café and restrooms, and fitness equipment area.   
 
The focus of this Report is the soccer field at the PARC Project (Field) being constructed directly 
underneath the Bridge within the East Park portion of the PARC Project. The Department of 
Recreation and Parks (RAP) does not currently have any jurisdiction over the PARC Project or 
the underlying properties. As discussed at previous Board meetings where various aspects of the 
PARC Project were considered, the BOE is currently responsible for the construction and delivery 
of the completed PARC Project. RAP will assume responsibility over the East Park portion through 
a comprehensive memorandum of understanding (MOU) stipulating the terms and conditions for 
the operation and maintenance of East Park by RAP; this MOU will be presented to the Board of 
Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) for approval at a future meeting.           
 
The TM23 Foundation (TM23) is a 501(c)(3) public benefit California non-profit corporation with 
a mission to develop and support initiatives that inspire children and young adults to play, pursue 
their dreams, be themselves, and have a positive impact on their community. TM23 was created 
by Doug and Nikki Mark in honor of their deceased son Tommy, who passed away in his sleep 
one month shy of his thirteenth birthday due to unknown causes. Previously, TM23 funded the 
development of “Tommy’s Field” at Westwood Recreation Center in 2020 through an agreement 
with RAP and the Los Angeles Parks Foundation (LAPF) stipulating the terms and conditions for 
the use of a $1.2 million dollar donation from TM23 to RAP through the LAPF (Report Nos. 20-
001 and 21-174). A second “Tommy’s Field” opened in 2023 at Vista Del Mar School in West Los 
Angeles. TM23 has again offered to support RAP, City of Los Angeles youth, and the Boyle 
Heights community, through a donation to the BOE in an amount up to $1.5 million dollars 
(Donation) specified for use towards the completion of the East Park Field as the third “Tommy’s 
Field” in the City of Los Angeles.   
        
Through a CD14-sponsored Council Motion (CF 24-0874), the BOE has been authorized to 
accept the donation from TM23 to fund the East Park Field in honor of Tommy Mark. The BOE, 
through its Board of Public Works, will accept the Donation through a gift agreement between the 
BOE and TM23, which will specify that the funds be used only towards the construction of the 
Field.  In appreciation of TM23’s generous Donation, RAP has agreed to coordinate with the BOE 
regarding the naming of the Field as “Tommy’s Field – Boyle Heights”, the installation of a facility 
sign reflecting said name, and installation of the Recognition described herein once approved by 
the Board, in the form similar to that which is illustrated by the sample renderings included in 
Attachment 1 of this Report.    
 
Staff will return to the Board at a later date for final approval of the naming of the Field, the 
installation of a facility sign reflecting said name, and the installation of Recognition including the 
names of the actual donors who have provided donations to TM23 in support of the Field’s 
completion. At such time, Staff will also request the following: 
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• The Board’s authorization to allow the BOE to install the approved Recognition at a 
designated location approved by RAP within the vicinity of the Field, in appreciation and 
recognition of the monetary contributions received by TM23 from various donors; and  

• The Board’s approval of an agreement with TM23 specifying the terms and conditions for 
the naming of the Field, installation of the Recognition, and schedule of Field use between 
RAP and TM23. 

 
The immediate request – for the conceptual approvals described herein – will facilitate BOE staff’s 
planning for the installation of related signage and further coordination with TM23 for the 
acceptance of the Donation, and also facilitate TM23’s continuing fundraising efforts by 
demonstrating that such efforts are supported by the Board.       
 
Staff recommends the conceptual approval of the naming of the Field as “Tommy’s Field – Boyle 
Heights” and installation of the facility sign and sample Recognition included with this Report with 
the understanding that the such naming and installation are subject to the Board’s final approval 
at a later date.           
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
 
The proposed Board action involves the conceptual approval of the naming of a City-owned 
soccer field and the installation of a facility sign and related sponsor recognition, which are all 
subject to the final approval of the Board at a later date; RAP staff will address the implications 
for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) when the Board considers final approval of 
the such naming and installations.    
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
There is no fiscal impact to the RAP General Fund arising from the Board’s conceptual approval 
of the naming of the Field, the installation of a facility sign reflecting said name, and the installation 
of the Recognition described herein, which are all subject to the final approval of the Board at a 
later date. 
 
 
This Report was prepared by Joel Alvarez, Senior Management Analyst II, Partnership Section. 
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