
BOARD REPORT NO. 

DATE C.D.      12, 13, 2, 14

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT:  PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION PROPERTIES FOR PARK PURPOSES – 
AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED WITH PRELIMINARY ACQUISITION 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDING ENVIORMNMENTAL DUE DILIGENCE 

B. Aguirre M. Rudnick
B. Jones * C. Santo Domingo
C. Stoneham N. Williams

General Manager 

Approved  Disapproved  Withdrawn 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) to initiate the preliminary
review and due diligence process for the possible acquisition of several California
Department of Transportation properties (Caltrans) located throughout the City of
Los Angles (City) totaling approximately 422,967.6 square feet or 9.71 acres in size
(Properties), as further described in this Report;

2 Authorize RAP staff to coordinate preliminary acquisition activities with the Department
of General Services, (GSD), Caltrans, Council District Offices 2, 12, 13, and 14, and any
other City department(s) or entity as may be necessary to obtain the necessary
approvals, title information, environmental clearances, appraisals and funding approvals
for the possible purchase of said Properties.

3. Direct the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) Secretary to transmit
this Report to City Council for awareness;

4. Upon the completion of the preliminary acquisition activities, direct RAP staff to return to
the Board with a proposed final list of vetted and approved Properties to acquire –
individually or as group – along with transfer of title documents, purchase and sale
agreements, and/or quitclaim deeds for each site, escrow instructions, and any other
related documents for the Board’s final approval to purchase the recommended
Properties, subject to the following conditions:

A. Identification of the specific Properties to be acquired as well as adequate
funding for such acquisition;

for
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B.  Completion of all appropriate California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
analysis and documentation; 

 
C.  Completion of all environmental assessments and/or review of Caltrans 

environmental due diligence, including Phase I and Phase II or other if needed; 
 
D. Preparation, review and approval of a Class “A” Appraisal by GSD and/or 

Caltrans; 
 
E. Finalization of all material terms of the purchase of the Properties, including the 

negotiation by of a purchase price that is consistent with market value and/or gift 
donation; and 

 
F. Completion of all title and due diligence by the City and Caltrans. 

 
5. Request RAP staff to provide the Board with an informational report on progress and/or 

list of recommended sites for acquisition upon completion of environmental and title 
review and, if possible, development plans for each site as either active or passive use; 
and, 

 
6.  Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of 

this Report. 
 
SUMMARY  
 
Over the years, RAP has worked with Caltrans to use and maintain Caltrans-owned remnant 
parcels along freeway routes throughout the City; these parcels are currently used for park 
purposes. RAP has secured those sites via various agreements with Caltrans primarily under 
leases known as Porter Bill Leases, which allowed for the use of these lands for park and 
recreational purposes for over 20 years pursuant to Section 104.15 of the Streets and Highways 
Code. 
 
In late 2023, Caltrans alerted RAP’s Real Estate Unit of its intent to dispose of its leased 
freeway remnant properties, including Porter Bill Lease properties currently leased to RAP 
(Properties). RAP expressed interest in preserving and continuing its use of the Properties – 
and potentially acquiring them pending its due diligence assessment work. Acquiring the 
Properties would require funding to pay for such acquisition as well as any necessary 
environmental and title due diligence. RAP is actively looking for funding to conduct pre-
acquisition activities, and the Los Angeles County Grant Unit (County) has expressed its 
support of the potential acquisitions of Caltrans property by RAP. Grant Funding is already 
available for some acquisitions. 
 
RAP currently is working with Caltrans and the County to secure and acquire the Strathern Park 
West site, which the RAP Board granted preliminary approval to acquire on September 19, 2024 
(Report No. 24-201). Caltrans is also working with RAP’s Real Estate Unit to acquire the 
Caltrans-owned properties known as the El Sereno Community Garden and the El Sereno 
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Arroyo expansion properties, for which RAP staff was granted preliminary approval by the Board 
on May 2, 2018 (Report No. 18-078) and March 17, 2022 (Report No. 22-066), respectively. 
RAP began working on these acquisitions at the request of various City officials and community 
leaders by securing leases for their eventual acquisition. Caltrans has informed RAP that it will 
begin to dispose of the Properties as the leases expire or sooner. In the spirit of cooperation, 
Caltrans informed RAP via a letter dated August 23, 2024 that it will work with the City on the 
potential acquisition of the Properties, which is included herein as Attachment 4. Caltrans has 
indicated to RAP that it will offer RAP the first option to acquire the Properties as they become 
available. 
 
Some adjustments to existing sites to be acquired may be necessary to address environmental 
issues, and some sites may be added or deleted from recommendation for acquisition based on 
the completed due diligence. The current list of Properties under the Porter Bill Lease consists 
of approximately eight or more sites located in Council District Offices 2, 12, 13, and 14. If the 
Board determines that RAP should acquire these sites in the future, the RAP Real Estate Unit 
will undertake the necessary actions in order to preserve the recreational activities in the areas 
and secure and conserve the much-needed open space areas within the City. GSD’s Asset 
Management Division will review any appraisal presented by Caltrans. Caltrans will provide a 
Class "A" appraisal of estimated value for the Properties and assist RAP with all the required 
due diligence. Caltrans will also process the necessary title documentation and environmental 
due diligence. The timeline of any potential acquisitions will depend on the Caltrans approval 
process and due diligence. 
 
TREE AND SHADE 
 
RAP staff anticipates trees will be added where possible, with potential tree placement and 
location for each individual leased park area to be assessed as RAP considers (i) whether to 
develop the site as a passive or active use park, and (ii) the proximity of the site to freeways 
boundaries. Trees significantly help reduce air pollution by absorbing pollutants such as carbon 
dioxide (CO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), and nitrogen oxides (NOx).  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
The proposed Board action consists of the approval of actions preliminary to the acquisition of 
Properties for continued use as parks. A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment in accordance 
with the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I ESA process, E-1527-21 will be conducted and 
adequate documentation pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act will be prepared. 
Staff will come back to the Board with appropriate environmental documentation after collecting 
the necessary information to support an environmental determination for such acquisition. 
 
NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 
RAP staff believes that the acquisition of the Properties will help preserve and conserve much 
needed open space areas that the City’s residents and visitors frequently use and enjoy. The 
loss of open space coupled with increased commercial and residential development in the City 
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requires an ever-increasing need for park space to serve the added population. Additionally, 
scientific research continues to confirm that open space/parks provide for healthier 
communities. It is also understood that new environmental guidelines will be key in determining 
if parks along freeways are safe for passive or active use; such determination should also 
consider future reduction in car emissions as California moves in the direction of EV Vehicles. 
 
The acquisition of the Property has the support of Caltrans and the Los Angeles County 
Regional Park and Open Space District. In addition, RAP’s Assistant General Manager of 
Planning, Construction and Maintenance Branch has been consulted and concur with staff’s 
recommendations.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Acquisition of the Properties will not require additional funding to maintain the continued use of 
these park sites currently under lease to the City. However, additional funding is necessary for 
all pre-acquisition and acquisition costs, including security fencing, security cameras, surveys, 
title reports, environmental assessments and remediation costs, and any other action necessary 
to determine if the Properties are potential sites for acquisition and suitable for continued park 
use. 
 
Funding will be determined for each of the Properties as they become available, including all 
related costs. It is anticipated that acquisition costs will be substantial and therefore grant 
funding will be necessary to offset City’s costs. 
 
This Report was prepared by RAP’s Real Estate Unit. 
 
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
 
1) Attachment 1 – Board Report No. 24-201 dated September 19, 2024 
2) Attachment 2 – Board Report No. 18-078  dated May 2, 2018 
3) Attachment 3 – Board Report No. 22-066 dated March 17, 2022 
4) Attachment 4 – Caltrans District 7 - Letter of Support dated August 23, 2024 
5) Attachment 5 – Caltrans Leased Properties List 



BOARD REPORT 

DATE September 19, 2024 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

N0. __ 2_4_-2_0_1 __ 

C.D. __ -=2 __ _

SUBJECT: MEASURE A - AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT COMPETITIVE GRANT 
APPLICATION FOR STRATHERN PARK WEST ACQUISITION AND TO 
ACCEPT GRANT FUNDS IF AWARDED; AUTHORIZATION TO INITIATE 
PRELIMINARY ACQUISITION ACTIVITIES 

B. Aguirre 

B. Jones

M. Rudnick ___ _

If Approved: 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

C. Santo Domingo

C. Stoneham

•N. Williams A.Jz5w 

General Manager 

1. Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) to submit a grant application as
detailed in Attachment No.1 to County of Los Angeles Regional Park and Open Space District
(RPOSD) under the Measure A 2024 Competitive Acquisition Only Program for the acquisition
of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) owned land at Strathern Park West
(Project);

2. Authorize RAP's General Manager to accept the RPOSD grant funds for the Project, if
awarded, and execute the attached grant agreement with substantially the same terms and
conditions as set forth in Attachment No. 2 of this Report, for the grant amount, scope, and
the grant performance period for the Project, subject to the approval of the Mayor and City
Council pursuant to Section 14.6(c) of the Los Angeles Administrative Code and approval as
to the form of the grant agreement by the City Attorney;

3. Approve the resolution attached as Attachment No. 3 to this Report and recommend City
Council adopt such Resolution for the Project;

4. Direct RAP as the designated Grant Administrator for the Measure A Grant Program to submit
this request to the L.A. For Kids Steering Committee in accordance with City Council
instructions (Council File 18-0611) and to the Mayor and City Council for approval pursuant
to Section 14.6(c) of the Los Angeles Administrative Code;

5. Authorize RAP staff to make necessary technical adjustments to the Grant application as
necessary to carry out the intent of this Report;

6. Authorize RAP staff to initiate the preliminary review and due diligence process and coordinate

Sept 19 2024

X

REVISED
Attachment 1
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preliminary acquisition activities for the potential acquisition of the property known as 
Strathern Park West (Property), approximately 6 acres in size. Preliminary activities include 
but are not limited to: coordinating with the relevant City Departments, researching title and 
environmental information, and identifying the necessary funding sources; and 

 
7. Upon the completion of the preliminary acquisition activities, direct RAP staff to return to the 

Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) with all related documents such as 
transfer of title documents, and/or purchase and sale agreement, or quitclaim deed escrow 
instructions, and any other related documents for the Board’s final approval to purchase the 
Property. 

 
SUMMARY  
 
RAP staff requests the Board to authorize submission of a grant application for up to $2,000,000 
under RPOSD’s competitive Measure A Acquisition Only Program to acquire Caltrans-owned 
property along the Route 170 Freeway to expand City of Los Angeles’ ownership of Strathern 
Park West. The Park is approximately 8 acres, of which 2 acres are City-owned and 6 are leased 
from Caltrans. Presently, the City of Los Angeles and Caltrans are in discussions with respect to 
the acquisition and the exact dimension and the purchase price of the acquisition will be 
determined at a future date. RAP staff will later return to the Board to seek approval of the land 
acquisition when such details are finalized.  
 
Scope of Work: Acquire property owned by Caltrans that runs along the Route 170 Freeway to 
expand City of Los Angeles park property known as Strathern Park West. Conduct surveys and 
land appraisal necessary for acquisition. 
 
Property Location: Area running along Route 170 Freeway between Strathern Street to the North 
and Saticoy Street to the South. 
 
Measure A Acquisition Only program does not require matching funds. The 2024 competitive 
grant cycle has a submission deadline of September 27, 2024.  
 
BACKGROUND  
 
In 2016, Los Angeles County voters approved Measure A, which provides the City of Los Angeles 
formula-based annual allocations for capital improvement projects under Community-based Park 
Investment Program (Category 1) and Neighborhood Parks, Healthy Communities, & Urban 
Greening Program (Category 2); competitive grants for capital improvement projects and 
recreational access programs under Natural Lands, Local Beaches, Water Conservation and 
Protection (Category 3); Regional Recreation Facilities, Multi-use Trails and Accessibility 
(Category 4); and additional competitive grants for Youth and Veteran Job Training and 
Placement (Category 5) as well as an Implementation, Operations and Oversight Category. 
Additional annual allocations are available under a Maintenance and Servicing Program to offset 
Proposition A and Measure A funded capital projects. Funding through the Measure A grant 
program will be generated in perpetuity through the collection of a parcel tax. In October 2018, 
City Council designated the L.A. For Kids Steering Committee as the administering entity for 
Measure A with RAP serving as the Grant Administrator (Council File 18-0611). 
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The goal of the Measure A Category 3 and 4 Acquisition Only Program is to increase parkland 
acreage totals through the acquisition of land for new parks and expansion of existing parks for 
purposes including: multi-benefit parks, regional recreation facilities, conservation, trails, access 
facilities and more. A minimum of 30% of the Acquisition Only funds will be awarded to projects 
in High or Very High Need Study Areas, as defined by the most recent Countywide Parks Needs 
Assessment. Strathern Park West is located in Study Area 120 Sun Valley – La Tuna Canyon 
which is categorized as a High Need Study Area. 
 
TREES AND SHADE 
 
Project will have no impact on existing trees and shade.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
 
The proposed Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners’ (Board) action consists of 
authorizing staff to submit a request for funding and initiate the preliminary review necessary for 
the acquisition of a property that is already leased and used as a park. 
 
According to Article 20, Section 15378 of California CEQA Guidelines, a project subject to CEQA 
is “the whole of an action, which has a potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in 
the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment”, when 
is funded, constructed or approved by a public agency, or constructed on public land. Given the 
procedural nature of the activities authorized in this Board Report, staff finds that the proposed 
project does not fit the project definition included in Article 20, Section 15378 of California CEQA 
Guidelines and recommends that the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners (Board) take 
no CEQA action. 
 
Staff will come back to the Board with appropriate environmental documentation and 
determination when the Board will make a decision about the property transfer. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to RAP’s General Fund in applying for Measure A Acquisition 
Only funds. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 
 
Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting:   
 
Goal No. 3:  Create and Maintain World Class Parks and Facilities 
Result: Measure A Program will fund the acquisition of Caltrans owned land at 

Strathern Park West 
 
 
This Report was prepared by Yumi Sangen, Senior Management Analyst I, and reviewed by 
Steven Tran, Senior Management Analyst II, and Sondra Fu, Chief Management Analyst, Finance 
Division. 
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
1) Measure A Project Scope and Budget 
2) Measure A Grant Agreement 
3) RPOSD Grant Resolution 

 



Attachment 1 - Measure A Proposed Grant Scope and Budget (Acquisition Only)

CD  Proposed Parks   Project Location Proposed Project Scope Study Area 
Name Study Area ID

High and/or 
Very High 

Needs Study 
Area

Measure A 
Grant Request

2 Strathern Park West

Area running along Route 
170 Freeway between 
Strathern Street to the 

North and Saticoy Street to 
the South.

Acquire property owned by the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) that 
runs along the Route 170 Freeway to expand 
City of Los Angeles park property known as 
Strathern Park West. Conduct surveys and land 
appraisal necessary for acquisition.

Sun Valley - La 
Tuna Canyon 120 Yes  $     2,000,000 

TOTAL  $     2,000,000 

Page 1 of
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Grant Number:               
 
Project Title:               
                                            
Grant Award Amount:    
 
Project Summary:          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARTIES TO AGREEMENT 

 
Grantor______________________                                                     
Los Angeles County  
Regional Park and Open Space District   

Grantee___________________________    
 

1000 South Fremont Avenue, Unit #40 
Building A-9 East. Ground Floor 
Alhambra, CA 91803 
 
 

RECITALS 
 

The Grantee listed above (“Grantee”) and the Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space 
District (“RPOSD”) do hereby enter into this Grant Agreement (“Agreement”), and under the 
terms and conditions of this Agreement, Grantee agrees to complete the project as described in 
the Project Summary and RPOSD, acting through the Director of the County of Los Angeles 
Department of Parks and Recreation and pursuant to Measure A, agrees to fund the project up 
to the grant award amount indicated. 
 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS:  
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INTERPRETATION 
 
In construing terms of this Agreement, the following rules shall apply: 
 
Unless otherwise expressly noted, references in this base Agreement to paragraphs and 
subparagraphs are to paragraphs and subparagraphs of this Agreement. 
 
Singular nouns and phrases incorporating them (e.g., referring to objects, persons, events or 
otherwise) shall be construed to also include the plural except where reference to a single item 
is implied or necessary pursuant to the context of the word or phrase in question. Plural nouns 
and phrases incorporating them shall be construed to also include the singular except where 
reference to multiple items is implied or necessary pursuant to the context of the word or phrase 
in question.  
 
Reference in this Agreement to Federal, State, and/or other governmental statutes, codes, rules, 
regulations, ordinance, guidelines, directives and/or policies, including those copies of which are 
attached to this Agreement, shall mean and shall be to such statutes, codes, rules, regulations, 
ordinances, guidelines, directives and/or polices as amended from time to time. 
 
Unless expressly stated otherwise, all approvals, consents, or determinations by or on behalf of 
RPOSD under this Agreement, will be in writing, and may be given or withheld in the sole 
discretion or judgment of the person or entity authorized to provide or make such approval, 
consent, or determination. 
 

WORK 
 

Pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement, the Grantee shall fully perform, complete and 
deliver on time, all tasks, deliverables, services and other work as set forth in herein. 
 
If the Grantee provides any tasks, deliverables, goods, services, or other work, other than as 
specified in this agreement, the same shall be deemed to be a gratuitous effort on the part of the 
Grantee, and the Grantee shall have no claim whatsoever against RPOSD. 

 
GOOD STANDING POLICY 

Good Standing describes a Grantee who is in compliance with all requirements stated in the Grant 
Agreement, guidelines, policies, and procedures of RPOSD for both Proposition A and Measure 
A. Good Standing is required of Grantees to receive any grant funds and processing from RPOSD.      
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DEED RESTRICTION 

To the maximum extent feasible, the Grantee shall cause to be recorded on the title of any real 
property acquired and/or developed with funds from the Measure, a deed restriction requiring 
compliance with the Measure A and the Grant Agreement, in perpetuity. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The Grantee must conduct community outreach and engagement that meets the minimum 
requirements, as defined in the Grant Administration Manual with the intent to ensure that 
communities throughout Los Angeles County are aware of and can help determine spending 
priorities for their projects and to facilitate a transparent process by which agencies report use 
of Measure A funds. 

A. Definitions 

1. Grantee: the party described as Grantee of this Contract and any future successor(s). 

2. Application: the individual application, and its required attachments, for the grant 
identified in this Agreement. 

3. Board of RPOSD: The County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors, acting in its capacity as 
the governing body of the RPOSD. 

4. RPOSD:  The Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space District.  Unless otherwise 
specified herein, the Director of RPOSD, or designee, shall administer this agreement on 
behalf of the RPOSD. 

5. Grant Administration Manual:  The document that details the policies and procedures for 
administering grants awarded by RPOSD. It shall also include any subsequent 
amendments or changes issued by the RPOSD and as described in this contract. 

6. Project Description:  A one to three paragraph description of the project to be funded and 
the resultant administrative work to be completed. The summary includes the following: 
a) Identification of the applicant organization and a sentence or two about its credibility 
to provide park projects; b) a sentence or two explaining the issue, problem or need for 
the project; c) a brief statement of the expected measurable outcome(s) that the project 
will produce; d) one or two sentences describing the methods to be utilized to achieve 
the outcome(s). 
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7. Project Summary: 2 to 3 sentences summarizing the project. The sentences should be 
concise and allow for a clear understanding of the proposed project. 

8. Project Timeline: The period of time starting on the date of agreement execution and 
ending on the grant closeout date.  Only project costs incurred during the Project Timeline 
are eligible for reimbursement. 

9. Measure A/Measure:  The Safe, Clean Neighborhood Parks, Open Space, Beaches, Rivers 
Protection, and Water Conservation Measure, which voters approved on November 8, 
2016. 

B. Conditions 

1. The Application and its required attachments, and any subsequent change or addition 
approved by RPOSD, is hereby incorporated in this Agreement as though set forth in full.  

2. The Grant Administration Manual, and any subsequent changes or additions thereto, and 
Measure A also are hereby incorporated in this Agreement as though set forth in full.  

3. As per the information on Page 1 of this contract, RPOSD grants the Grantee a sum of 
money not to exceed the Grant Amount, in consideration and on the condition that the 
sum be solely expended for the purposes set forth in the Project Description and under 
the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement. 

4. Grantee agrees to furnish any additional funds necessary to complete the Project.  

5. Grantee agrees to budget and appropriate annually, until completion of the Project, an 
amount equal to the total estimated cost of the Project less the grant amount stated on 
Page 1 of this Contract.  

6. Any non-recreational use of the Project must be preapproved in writing by RPOSD, and if 
approved, the Grantee agrees that any gross income earned from such non-recreational 
uses of a Project shall be used for recreation development, additional acquisition, 
operation or maintenance at the Project site, unless RPOSD approves otherwise in 
writing. 

7. Grantee agrees that any gross income that accrues to a grant-assisted development 
Project during and/or as part of the construction, from sources other than the intended 
recreational uses, also shall be used for further development of that particular Project, 
unless RPOSD approves otherwise in writing.   
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C. No Joint Venture 

This Agreement is by and between RPOSD and the Grantee and is not intended, and shall not be 
construed, to create the relationship of agent, servant, employee, partnership, joint venture or 
association between RPOSD and the Grantee. 

D. Liability and Indemnification 

1. The Grantee shall indemnify, defend and hold RPOSD harmless from and against any and 
all liability to any third party for or from loss, damage or injury to persons or property in 
any manner arising out of, or incident to, the performance of this Agreement or the 
planning, arranging, implementing, sponsoring or conducting of the Project or any other 
operation, maintenance or activity by the Grantee.   

2. The Grantee agrees to defend and indemnify RPOSD from all costs and expenses, 
including attorney’s fees, in any action or liability arising under this Agreement or the 
planning, arranging, implementing, sponsoring or conducting of the Project or any other 
operation, maintenance or activity by the Grantee. 

3. RPOSD shall have no liability for any debts, liabilities, deficits or cost overruns of the 
Grantee. 

4. The Grantee and RPOSD agree that the liability of RPOSD hereunder shall be limited to 
the payment of the grant monies pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Agreement 
and the Grants Administration Manual.    

Any contracts entered into, or other obligations or liabilities incurred by the Grantee in 
connection with the Project or otherwise relating to this Agreement shall be the sole 
responsibility of the Grantee, and RPOSD shall have no obligation or liability whatsoever 
thereunder or with respect thereto. 

E. Regulatory Requirements 

1.  (Tax Exempt Bonds) The Grantee will not enter into any contract, agreement, lease or 
similar arrangement, or to agree to any amendment or modification to an existing 
contract, agreement, lease or similar arrangement, that, in RPOSD’s opinion, violates 
federal regulations restricting the use of funds from tax-exempt bonds. Any proposed 
operating Contracts, leases, concession Contracts, management contracts or similar 
arrangements with non-governmental entities that restrict the public use of the project 
site for (30) thirty consecutive days or more, must be reviewed by RPOSD prior to 
awarding as they relate to the project or project site in perpetuity.   Any such Contracts 
in existence must be disclosed prior to construction.   
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2. The Grantee (or their representative) shall comply as lead agency with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code, Section 21000, et. seq.  CEQA 
documents must be recorded with and stamped by the Los Angeles County Registrar 
Recorder.   

i) The Grantee shall add RPOSD to the notification list for CEQA requirements as stated 
in the Grant Administration Manual. 

3. (Public Records Act) The Grantee and RPOSD will conform to the requirements of 
Government Code Section 6250, et seq. in making all documents relating to this Contract, 
the grant obtained and all other related matters available for public review during regular 
business hours.  If the Grant involves acquisition of property, however, both RPOSD and 
the Grantee may withhold from public review any and all documents exempted under 
Section 6254, subsection (h), prior to completion of said acquisition. 

4. (Public Records Act) In the event that RPOSD is required to defend an action on a Public 
Records Act request for any of the contents of a Grantee’s submission under the terms 
and conditions of the Agreement, the Grantee agrees to defend and indemnify RPOSD 
from all costs and expenses, including attorneys’ fees, in any action or liability arising 
under, or related to, the Public Records Act. 

5. (Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended) In order to maintain the exclusion from 
gross income for federal income tax purposes of the interest on any bonds, notes or other 
evidences of indebtedness issued for the purpose of providing the grant monies made 
available in this Agreement, the Grantee covenants to comply with each applicable 
requirement of Section 103 and Sections 141 through 150, inclusive, of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. In furtherance of the foregoing covenant, the 
Grantee hereby agrees that it will not, without the prior written consent of RPOSD, (a) 
permit the use of any portion of the Project by any private person or entity, other than 
on such terms as may apply to the public generally; or (b) enter into any contract for the 
management or operation of the Project or any portion thereof, except with a 
governmental agency or a nonprofit corporation that is exempt from federal income 
taxation pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.   

6. (County Lobbyist Ordinance) The Grantee and each County lobbyist or County lobbying 
firm, as defined in Los Angeles County Code Section 2.160.010, retained by the Grantee, 
shall fully comply with the County Lobbyist Ordinance, Los Angeles County Code Chapter 
2.160. Failure on the part of the Grantee or any County lobbyist or County lobbying firm 
to fully comply with the County Lobbyist Ordinance shall constitute a material breach of 
this Agreement, upon which RPOSD may terminate or suspend this Agreement.  
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7. If the Project includes acquisition of real property, the Grantee agrees to comply with 
Chapter 16 (commencing with Section 7260) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government 
Code and any applicable federal, state, or local laws or ordinances.   
 

F. Time is of the Essence 

1. RPOSD expects the Grantee to remain in Good Standing and make appropriate requests 
for the amount of time needed to complete the project.  Failure to complete a project by 
the original due date, or by any extended due dates authorized by staff or RPOSD Review 
Committee, may result in the loss of Good Standing. 

2. The Grantee agrees to complete the Project within the Project Timeline. The Project 
Timeline starts on the date of agreement execution and ends on the grant closeout date 
as specified in RPOSD’s Grants Management System, or its equivalent, and under the 
terms and conditions of this Agreement and the Grants Administration Manual.  The 
requirements of Measure A and of this Agreement last in perpetuity and may be enforced 
by RPOSD at any time. 

3. The Grantee agrees to promptly submit any requests for changes to the Project’s 
information, including but not limited, to Project Title and Project Summary. These 
changes are considered administrative changes, and subject to RPOSD’s approval. 
Submission of documents with Project information inconsistent within this Agreement 
and RPOSD’s Grants Management System, or its equivalent, will cause delay in the grant 
process.     

4. (Term) The term of this Grant Agreement commences on the date of Agreement 
Execution as noted on the last page of this agreement, and lasts in perpetuity. 

G. Performance and Development 

1. The Grantee agrees to promptly submit any reports that RPOSD may request. 

2. If the Project includes development, the Grantee shall use sustainable elements, including 
but not limited to: energy-efficient buildings, long-lasting materials, conserved and 
restored natural areas, easy-to-maintain or drought tolerant plants and landscaping, 
organic mulch, fertilizers and compost, storm water capturing, wetlands for increased 
flood control, recycling bins for park patrons, on-site composting, and ADA access, unless 
the Grantee can show, to RPOSD’s satisfaction, that it is infeasible to do so. 

3. If the Project includes acquisition of real property, the Grantee agrees to furnish RPOSD 
with evidence of title, such as preliminary title reports. RPOSD, at its sole discretion, shall 
determine whether the evidence is acceptable under this Agreement.  The Grantee agrees 
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in negotiated purchases to correct, prior to or at the close of escrow, any defects of title 
that in the opinion of RPOSD might interfere with the operation of the Project. In 
condemnation actions, such title defects must be eliminated by the final judgment.   

H. Signage and Branding 

The Grantee shall erect and maintain a sign at a prominent location on the project site 
acknowledging the assistance of RPOSD.  The cost of permanent signage development is 
reimbursable through the grant.  RPOSD will provide electronic samples of its graphics for the 
grantee to use in signage development.  Please refer to the Grants Administration Manual for 
additional information on this requirement. 

I. Modification 

Any modification or alteration in the Project, plans or specifications must be submitted, in 
writing, to RPOSD for prior approval.  No modification shall be effective until and unless the 
modification is executed by both the Grantee and RPOSD. 

J. Publicity of Project Information 

1. The Grantee shall cooperate with RPOSD in advance when preparing electronic media and 
public information pieces related to the Project. 

2. The Grantee shall acknowledge RPOSD funding in all publicity issued by it concerning the 
Project. 

3. The Grantee shall give the RPOSD the right and opportunity to use information gained 
from the Project. 

4. The Grantee shall give a minimum of 30 days’ notice of the Project grand openings, 
inauguration, dedications, significance, and completion to RPOSD staff and to the County 
Supervisor’s Office in which the Project is located, as well as to other appropriate public 
officials. 

5. The Grantee shall provide quality digital photographs of the pre-construction site and 
completed project to RPOSD.   If unable to provide digital photographs (collectively, 
“Photographs”) then the Grantee shall provide quality printed photographs of the 
completed Project.   
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K. Disbursements 

Prior to incurring actual development and/or acquisition costs, the Grantee will submit all 
requested development and/or acquisition documents to RPOSD for prior review and approval. 
Project costs must be incurred within the Project Timeline to be eligible for reimbursement. 

1. The Grantee must submit requests for payment electronically in accordance with their 
reimbursement schedule.  Refer to RPOSD Grant Administration Manual for Payment 
Reimbursement Schedule and Procedures.  

i)   The Grantee will supply RPOSD any copies of executed contracts where the Grantee 
expects reimbursement from grant funds. 

ii)   Upon entering into any contract for the construction, maintenance, operation or 
similar activity related to the Project, the Grantee agrees it will require said contractor 
to carry adequate insurance required by RPOSD and naming RPOSD as an additional 
insured party.  In addition, said insurance must require that the Grantee and RPOSD 
be given thirty (30) days advance written notice of any modification or cancellation of 
said insurance.  The Grantee agrees to submit proof of such insurance to RPOSD for 
its prior approval. 

2. RPOSD may disburse to the Grantee the grant funding as follows: 

Acquisition 

i)   When acquisition is by negotiated purchase, RPOSD may disburse the amount of 
RPOSD-approved purchase price together with RPOSD-approved costs of acquisition.   

ii)   RPOSD-approved purchase price shall not exceed the value contained in a valid 
appraisal report. 

iii) When acquisition is allowed pursuant to Measure A through eminent domain 
proceedings, RPOSD may disburse the amount of the total award, as provided for in 
the final order of condemnation, together with RPOSD-approved costs of acquisition.  
The Grantee shall bear all costs and make all advances associated with obtaining an 
order of immediate possession in an eminent domain proceeding. 

iv) In the event the Grantee abandons such eminent domain proceedings, the Grantee 
agrees that it shall bear all costs in connection therewith and that no grant monies 
shall be disbursed for such costs. 

Development 
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i)   RPOSD will disburse funds to the Grantee only after RPOSD has reviewed and 
approved all requested development documents including the payment request with 
incurred, paid project costs and supporting documentation in accordance with their 
reimbursement schedule. 

ii)   RPOSD may withhold a portion of the amount of the payment request if an 
expenditure is not eligible under the terms and conditions of this Agreement, 
Measure A, or the Application or the Grant Administration Manual.   

iii) The Grantee shall submit a request(s) for payment in accordance with an approved 
budget.  

iv) The payment requests shall set forth in detail the incurred costs of work performed 
on development of the Project and whether performance was by construction bid 
contract, job order contract, sole-source contract, force account or other methods.   

v)   RPOSD will not make final payment until it has received all closing documents from 
the Grantee and RPOSD has made a final Project inspection.  

vi)  The Grantee is required to follow RPOSD procedures to close grant upon completion 
of the project. Failure to properly close a grant may affect the Grantee's Good 
Standing and prevent Grantee from applying for future grants or receive 
reimbursements from existing RPOSD Grants. 

L. Advancing Funds 

i)   The Grantee, if in Good Standing has provided the Grantee’s need for an advance, may 
request an advance of grant funds for an amount equaling up to 50% of the grant 
amount.  Please refer to the Grant Administration Manual for eligibility and 
qualification requirements to receive advances. 

ii)    Any unused portion of the advanced funding must be returned to the District within 
30 days of the completion of the grant. 

M.  Final Disbursement   

1. The Grantee must submit final project documents within 180 days after the date of 
completion of all tasks identified in the budget, timeline and project description for the 
grant.  

2. RPOSD may withhold Final Payment pending evidence of placement of permanent 
signage. 
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3. Once the Grant is completed, the Grantee shall submit a final report to RPOSD detailing 
the accomplishment of and expenditures related to the Project (the “Final Report”) 
including the final Grant Cost. The Grantee will provide a report that identifies all 
additional funding and all additional aspects of the project completed.  

4. The Grant is “complete when all facilities, trails or other improvements included in the 
Project have been built and are ready for their intended use”.   Final payment may not be 
made until the Project conforms substantially with this Agreement and the Grants 
Administration Manual. 

5. RPOSD shall pay the outstanding balance of the Grant (the “Final Payment”), subject to 
any reduction contemplated by any provision of this Agreement.   

N. Long Term Obligations 

1. With the written consent of RPOSD, the Grantee may transfer property acquired with 
funds granted under this Agreement to another public agency; to a nonprofit organization 
authorized to acquire real property for park, wildlife, recreation, community, open space, 
or gang prevention and intervention purposes; or to the California Department of Parks 
and Recreation,  National Park Service, or the US Forest Service, provided that  approval 
by the District is obtained prior to the change and any such successor to the recipient 
assumes the obligations imposed under the Measure and to accept assignment of this 
Agreement. Under these conditions, the Grantee shall not be required to reimburse 
RPOSD.  Any such transfer must require the nonprofit or public entity acquiring the 
property to enter into a written Contract with the RPOSD and agreed to comply with the 
terms of Measure A and this Agreement. (See Grant Administration Manual for details.) 

2. The Grantee agrees to provide for reasonable public access to lands acquired in fee with 
grant monies, including the provision of parking and public restrooms, except that access 
may interfere with resource protection. 

3. (Change of Use) The Grantee agrees to use the property acquired or developed with grant 
monies under this Agreement only for the purpose for which it requested RPOSD grant 
funding and will not permit any other use of the area, except as allowed by prior specific 
act of the Board of RPOSD and consistent with the terms and conditions of Measure A 
and this Agreement. 

4. All facilities shall be open to members of the public generally, except as noted under the 
special provisions of the Agreement. 
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5. The Grantee agrees that property and facilities acquired or developed with Measure A 
funds as per this Agreement shall be available for inspection upon RPOSD’s request in 
perpetuity.   

6. The Grantee agrees to maintain and operate in perpetuity the property acquired, 
developed, rehabilitated or restored with grant monies, subject to the provisions of 
Measure A. With RPOSD’s prior written approval, the Grantee, or its successors in interest 
in the property, may transfer the responsibility to maintain and operate the property to 
a nonprofit or government entity, in accordance with this Agreement and the Grants 
Administration Manual. 

7. The Grantee agrees to take all reasonable measures to actively oppose, at its sole 
expense, any proposal or attempt to act upon, exercise, or assert claims as to reserved 
rights to the grant funded property that are contrary to the purposes of the Measure, 
Grant Administration Manual and or this Agreement, including but not limited to oil, gas, 
and other hydrocarbon substances; minerals; water; and/or riparian resources.  The 
above notwithstanding, the Grantee has no obligation hereunder to initiate litigation 
challenging any project or proposal based on a reserved right lawfully recorded against 
the grant funded property in real property records maintained by the Los Angeles County 
Recorder’s Office. 

8. The Grantee shall not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, sex, 
sexual orientation, age, religious belief, national origin, marital status, physical or mental 
handicap, medical condition, or place of residence in the use of any property or facility 
acquired or developed pursuant to this Agreement. 

O. Disposal 

1. If the Grantee receives the prior permission of RPOSD, with the approval of its Board, to 
sell or otherwise disposes of property acquired or developed with grant monies provided 
under this Agreement, the Grantee shall reimburse RPOSD in an amount to the greater 
of: 

i)  the amount of grant monies provided under this Contract;  

ii)  the fair market value of the real property determined by an independent appraisal; or  

iii) the proceeds from the portion of the property acquired, developed, improved, 
rehabilitated or restored with grant monies.    

The Grantee must provide documentation to RPOSD detailing the benefits that the 
disposal of property will provide to the taxpayers of Los Angeles County.  
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2. If the property is sold or otherwise disposed of with the prior permission of the RPOSD, 
acting through the Board of Supervisors, is less than the value of the property originally 
acquired, developed, improved, rehabilitated or restored with the grant monies, then the 
Grantee shall reimburse the RPOSD an amount to the greater of:  

i) the amount of the proceeds; or  

ii) the fair market value of the real property determined by an independent appraisal.   

P. Audit 

1. In order for allowable costs to be substantiated, the Grantee agrees to use an accounting 
system that complies with generally accepted accounting principles. 

2. Notwithstanding Government Code Section 907, in the event that the Grantee fails to 
repay RPOSD in full for the amount of excepted expenditures, RPOSD may offset an 
amount equal to the excepted expenditures from any monies that may be due to the 
Grantee under the terms and conditions of Measure A.  Through the execution of this 
Agreement, the Grantee waives its rights under Government Code Section 907. 

3. The Grantee agrees that during regular office hours, RPOSD or their duly authorized 
representatives shall have the right to audit, inspect and make copies of any books, 
records or reports of the other party pertaining to this Agreement or matters related 
thereto.   

4. Within thirty (30) days of notification that an audit has resulted in the exception of 
expenditures, the Grantee may dispute the audit findings in writing and will provide 
RPOSD with records and/or documentation to support the expenditure claims.  RPOSD 
shall review this documentation and make a final determination as to the validity of the 
expenditures. 

5. If the Grantee has received all grant monies prior to the audit, or if remaining grant 
monies are insufficient, and if said audit reveals expenditures that cannot be verified or 
that were paid in violation of the terms of this Agreement, the Measure, or the Grant 
Administration Manual, the Grantee shall pay RPOSD an amount equal to these 
expenditures within sixty (60) days after receiving written notification of the expenditures 
disallowed and the reason for the disallowance. 

6. The Grantee agrees to maintain satisfactory financial accounts, required documents and 
accurate records for the Project. 
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7. The Grantee must keep all original project records for a period of ten (10) years from the 
project completion or termination date. If said audit reveals expenditures that cannot be 
verified or that were paid in violation of the terms of this Agreement, the Measure or the 
Grant Administration Manual, RPOSD may, at its discretion, reduce the grant amount by 
an amount equal to these expenditures. 

8. At RPOSD’s discretion, an audit of the Grantee’s Project expenditures before final 
payment is made may be performed.  Nothing in this section precludes RPOSD from 
performing an audit of Project expenditures at a later date.  

Q. Failure to Comply 

1. Failure by the Grantee to comply with the terms of this Agreement, or any other Contract 
established pursuant to Measure A, may be cause for loss of Good Standing, suspension 
or termination of all obligations of RPOSD hereunder. 

2. Failure of the Grantee to comply with the terms of this Agreement shall not be cause for 
the suspension of all obligations of RPOSD hereunder if, in the judgment of the RPOSD, 
such failure was beyond the reasonable control of the Grantee.  In such case, any amount 
required to settle, at minimum cost, any irrevocable obligations properly incurred shall 
be eligible for reimbursement under this Agreement. 

R. Severability 

1.  The Grantee may unilaterally rescind this Agreement at any time prior to the 
commencement of the Project. 

2. If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid, that portion shall not affect other 
provisions of the Agreement that can be given effect without the invalid provision, and to 
this end the provisions of this Agreement are severable. 

3. No provision of this Agreement is waived by the failure of RPOSD to enforce said 
provision.  

S. Termination 

1. Anything else in this Agreement or otherwise to the contrary notwithstanding, RPOSD 
may withdraw, in whole or in part, the Grant and/or terminate this Agreement, and/or 
seek a refund of payments already made if RPOSD determines in its discretion that: 
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i)   facts have arisen, or situations have occurred that fundamentally alter the 
expectations of the parties or make the purposes for the Grant as contemplated 
infeasible or impractical; 

ii)   any material modifications in the scope or nature of the Project have occurred from 
that which was presented in the Grant Application and such material modifications 
have not received the prior written approval of RPOSD; 

iii) any statement or representation made by the Grantee in the Grant Application, this 
Agreement, the Grant Status Update, back up documents, or otherwise is untrue, 
inaccurate or incomplete in any material respect; 

iv) the results of RPOSD’s review of the Grant Status Update are not acceptable to 
RPOSD; 

v)   the Project will not or cannot be completed by the Completion Date or any extensions 
granted thereto or delays in the implementation of the Project have occurred which, 
in RPOSD’s judgment, make the Project impracticable; 

vi) the Project will not or cannot be completed within the Budget or any approved 
modifications, or the total Project cost and/or the Grantee’s matching funding are 
reduced;  

vii) title to or encumbrances against the Property are or become such that the Grantee is 
unable to complete the Project, or the Project and/or the Property are or become 
unavailable for public use. 

T. Breach 

The Grantee agrees that compliance with the terms of this Agreement will have significant 
benefits to Los Angeles County and its constituents.  Because such benefits exceed the amount 
of grant monies furnished under these provisions, the Grantee agrees that any breach would 
result in incalculable loss, and therefore, any payment by the Grantee to RPOSD of an amount 
equal to the amount of the grant would be inadequate compensation.  In the event that the 
Grantee breaches any of the terms, covenants, representations, or conditions of this Agreement, 
RPOSD may elect to enforce any and all remedies available at law or in equity, including without 
limitation, any of the following: 

1. Prior to payment of Grant:   

a. Withdraw the Grant and terminate this Agreement; and, 

b. Deny the Grantee eligibility for participation in future grant program opportunities. 
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2.  After payment (partial or full) of Grant: 

a. Deny the Grantee eligibility for participation in future grant program opportunities; 

b. Seek specific performance of the Grantee’s obligations under this Agreement;  

c. Receive reimbursement in full of disbursement made under this Agreement. 

If RPOSD brings an action to enforce the terms of this Agreement, the Grantee shall be 
responsible to pay RPOSD’s attorney’s fees and costs, including expert witness costs, if 
RPOSD prevails in said action.   

The foregoing remedies are cumulative and may be exercised independently or in 
combination and are not exclusive to one another or to any other remedies available at law 
or in equity.  In the event RPOSD must pursue any remedy hereunder and is the substantially 
prevailing party, RPOSD shall be awarded its costs and reasonable legal fees, including costs 
of collection. 

U. Counterparts 

This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, which shall, in the aggregate, be 
signed by all the Parties; each counterpart shall be deemed an original instrument against any 
party who has signed it.  In the event of any disparity between the counterparts produced, the 
recorded counterpart shall be controlling. 

V. Electronic Signature 

The Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce (ESIGN) Act is a federal law passed 
in 2000. The Grantee and RPOSD agree that this Grant Agreement may be electronically signed. 
The parties agree that the electronic signatures appearing on this agreement are the same as 
handwritten signatures for the purposes of validity, enforceability, and admissibility. If Grantee 
elects to opt-out of signing the grant agreement electronically, the Grantee must inform RPOSD 
prior to grant agreement execution. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantee and RPOSD have caused this Agreement to be executed by 
their duly authorized representatives as of the latter day, month and year written below. 
 
 
GRANTEE:  

By:         __________________________ 
        Signature of Authorized Representative 

Name:         __________________________ 
        Print Name 

Title:         __________________________ 

Date:         __________________________ 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               

LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
REGIONAL PARK AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT: 

By: ______________________________ 
   Director / Administrator 

Date: ______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grant No.:    

 



RESOLUTION NO. ______ 

RESOLUTION OF THE (Name of Governing Body of the Agency) 
APPROVING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS 

FROM THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGIONAL PARK AND OPEN SPACE DISTRICT 
FOR MEASURE A FUNDING FOR THE (Name of Project or Program) 

------------- 
WHEREAS, the voters of the County of Los Angeles on November 8, 2016, approved the Safe, 

Clean Neighborhood Parks, Open Space Beaches, Rivers Protection, and Water Conservation Measure 
(Measure A); and 

WHEREAS, Measure A also designated the Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space 
District (the District) to administer said funds; and 

WHEREAS, the District has set forth the necessary policies and procedures governing the 
application for grant funds under Measure A; and 

WHEREAS, the District’s policies and procedures require the governing body of the (Agency Name) 
to approve of the filing of an application before submission of said application to the District; and 

WHEREAS, said application contains assurances that (Agency Name) must comply with; and 

WHEREAS, (Agency Name) will enter into Agreement with the District to provide funds for 
acquisition projects, development projects, and/or programs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE (Name of Governing Body of the Agency) HEREBY: 

1. Approves the filing of an application with the Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space
District for Measure A Funds for the above-named project or program; and

2. Certifies that (Agency name) understands the assurances and will comply with the assurances in
the application form; and

3. Appoints the Department of Recreation and Parks General Manager, or designee, to conduct all
negotiations, and to execute and submit all documents including, but not limited to, applications,
agreements, amendments, payment requests and so forth, which may be necessary for the
completion of projects or programs.

Passed, approved and adopted this ____________day of ______________, 20______

____________________________ 

ATTEST: 

___________________________ 

Attachment 3



NP ROVED 
MAY 0 2 2018 

BOARD OF RECREATION 
BOARD REPORT AND PARK COMMISSIONERS No. 18-078 

DATE May 02 2018 C.D. __ _..1~4 __ _ 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: EL SERENO COMMUNITY GARDEN - RENEWAL OF A LEASE AGREEMENT 
WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
(CAL TRANS); PRELIMINARY AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED WITH THE 
ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR PARK DEVELOPMENT; CATEGORICAL 
EXEMPTION FROM CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE Ill , SECTION 1, CLASS 1(14) [RENEWAL OFA LEASE 
TO USE AN EXISTING STRUCTURE OR FACILITY INVOLVING NEGLIGIBLE 
OR NO EXPANSION OF USE] 

AP Diaz V . Israel 

~ • R. Barajas C:!GP S. Pilla-Cortez __ _ 

H. Fujita N. Williams 

· Geneiil Manager ""' 

Approved ____ X'--'---- Disapproved ------ Withdrawn ----

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve a proposed (3) three year Renewal of a Lease Agreement (Agreement), 
substantially in the form on file in the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners' 
(Board) Office, between the State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
and the City of Los Angeles (City) for the leasing of the Caltrans property, located at the 
corner of Huntington Drive and Lowell Avenue, in the El Sereno community area, to be 
developed and maintained as a community garden, 

2. Direct the Board Secretary to forward the proposed Agreement to the City Attorney for 
review and approval as to form; 

3. Authorize the Board President and Secretary to execute the proposed Agreement upon 
receipt of the aforementioned approvals; 

4. Authorize Department of Recreation and Parks' (RAP) staff to issue a temporary 
Right-of-Entry (ROE) Permit to the designated/authorized non-profit organization until the 
agreement with the Los Angeles Community Garden Council for the operation and 
maintenance of community gardens, as previously authorized by the Board, is executed; 

With corrections
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5. Authorize RAP to initiate the process for the possible acquisition of two (2) property parcels 
totaling approximately 33, 786 square feet or . 78 acre, located at corner of Huntington 
Drive and Lowell Avenue, with an approximate address of 5466-68 East Huntington Drive, 
El Sereno, California 90032 for development of a park, community garden and/or open 
space recreation area; 

6. Authorize staff to coordinate acquisition activities with the Department of General Services 
(GSD), and any other necessary Department(s) to obtain the necessary environmental 
clearances and funding approvals to expedite the purchase of said property; 

7. Upon the completion of the preliminary acquisition activities, direct staff to return to the 
Board with escrow instructions and related documents for the Board's final approval to 
purchase the property, contingent on the following conditions:. 

A Funding will be made available for the acquisition of the property through Quimby 
funds and/or other funding source not yet identified; 

B. Quimby Funds and/or other funds will have been re-appropriated and reallocated 
to secure and provide acquisition funding for the project pending Board Approval; 

C. Appropriate CEQA documentation will have been completed; 

D. All environmental assessments, Phase I, and Phase II if needed, will have been 
completed and satisfied prior to close of escrow; 

E. Class "A" Appraisal will have been prepared and approved by GSD; 

F. GSD will negotiate a purchase price that is consistent with their professional 
opinion of market value. 

8. Find that the proposed Agreement is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption. 

SUMMARY 

On September 3, 2008, the Board approved Report No. 08-241 which approved a three (3) year 
Lease Agreement with Caltrans (Lease), and a three (3) year sublease agreement with the Los 
Angeles Conservation Corps (LACC) for the use of Caltrans' property (Property) as a community 
garden. Under such lease agreement, Caltrans leased the Property to the City of Los Angeles 
for a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) a year. The City in turn sub-leased the Property to 
LACC for the purpose of developing and maintaining a community garden. Both agreements 
expired on April 29, 2011. The Property is located at the corner of Huntington Drive and Lowell 
Avenue and is approximately . 78 acre or 33, 786 square feet in size and consists of six (6) lots. 

18-078

XXXXX

XXXX

seven (7)

seven (7)
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On April 6, 2011 , the Board approved Board Report No. 11-095 which approved a five (5) year 
lease renewal agreement which extended the term of the Lease for the Property until April 30, 
2016. The community garden continued to be operated by a non-profit organization and the 
community. RAP does not maintain or operate the garden, but does oversee its operation and 
maintenance as the lessee of the Property. Since the term of the Lease through the lease renewal 
agreement expired on April 30, 2016, the City is currently a hold-over tenant on the Property on 
a month to month basis. 

On August 9, 2017, the Board approved Report No. 17-158 which approved a ten (10) year 
agreement with Los Angeles Community Garden Council (LACGC), for the operation and 
maintenance of various community gardens, including the community garden on the Property. 
Under this LACGC agreement, the community garden at the Property will continue to be operated 
and maintained by LACGC and the community. RAP does not maintain or operate the garden, 
but does oversee its operation and maintenance as lessee of the Property. The LACGC 
agreement has yet to be executed. 

Caltrans has indicated its willingness to renew the Lease for another three (3) years via a second 
lease renewal agreement with the City of Los Angeles for the same site and purpose, with such 
second extended term ending on April 30, 2019. During this second extended term, the 
community garden at the Property will be operated and maintained by LACGC pursuant to the 
LACGC agreement. RAP's community garden policy which was developed by staff and 
management, allows a non-profit to continue to develop, maintain, and operate the community 
garden. 

The community garden at the Property, which is open to the public, will continue to enhance the 
quality of life, beautify the surrounding community, and instill a strong sense of pride by involving 
the community and its youth through its continued garden cultivation. The Office of Council 
District Fourteen (CD14), Caltrans, and RAP continue to support this project and wish to continue 
this successful partnership that is providing much needed green space in a low income 
neighborhood. It is the intent of RAP and CD14 that the community garden site in El Sereno 
area will continue to be developed and maintained as a community garden by a non-profit at no 
expense or liability to RAP or the City of Los Angeles. The leasing of this site offers RAP another 
option of increasing park space without additional cost or limited expense to the RAP. 

LACGC LACGC will operate, manage and maintain the community garden under the conditions 
set forth in LACGC agreement, which was previously approved by the Board. LACGC will also 
offer technical and general education about gardening, horticulture and related subject matters to 
be provided at the Property, along with tours and public programming. LACGC will assume 
liability and responsibility for maintaining and operating the community garden at its own expense. 
This partnership has proven to be a great example of inter-agency cooperation, as well as the 
potential for similar successful partnerships between government agencies and non-profits. The 
LACGC currently operates and maintains the community garden at the Property under a right of 
entry permit pending final execution of the Board approved LACGC agreement. 
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Future Acquisition: 

As stated, the El Sereno Community Garden has and continues to be a great success which has 
prompted RAP with full support of CD 14 and community support to consider the Caltrans Property 
for acquisition. The acquisition of said Property would secure and fit with the long term goals of 
RAP, CD 14, and the community which are all eager to continue the use of the Property as a 
community garden. Upon completion of all indicated conditions for acquisition recommended by 
RAP staff, staff will return to Board for final authorization to acquire the Property as conditioned 
in the recommendations of this Report. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

The proposed Agreement is a renewal of an existing lease to use an existing facility without 
involving an expansion of use. Therefore, RAP staff recommends that the Board determine that 
it is categorically exempt from the provision of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Article Ill, Section 1, Class 1 (14) of the City CEQA guidelines. 

Regarding the possible future acquisition of the Property, completion of appropriate CEQA 
documentation and all Phase I and/or Phase II environmental assessments, if needed, for the 
Board's consideration will occur prior to a final acquisition decision and will be presented to the 
Board for consideration and determination when final approval of the acquisition is presented for 
Board approval at a later date. 

As stated above, this project has very strong support from CD14, the community of El Sereno, as 
well as support from Caltrans, and RAP. In addition, the Assistant General Manager for 
Operations East and the Superintendent for Metro Region have been consulted and concur with 
staff's recommendations. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

There will not be any additional fiscal impacts to RAP's General Fund as a result of these 
recommendations. All costs and any liabilities associated with the lease renewal in connection 
with the operation and maintenance of the community garden will be incurred by LACGC, or 
another approved non-profit organization. 

This Report was prepared by John Barraza, Management Analyst 11 of Real Estate and Asset 
Management Unit. 
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STA TE OF CALIFORNIA• DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

LEASE RENEW AL 
(Form#) 

CQNflDENJIAJ,. 
This document conlalns penonai 
information end punuant to CiVJl 
Code 1798.21, it shall be kept 
confidential in order kl protect again•! 
unauthorized disclosure. 

LEASE RENEWAL 

----- -·-------

EXHIBIT 
11-EX-G (NEW 7/2005) 

Account No. 07-030505-0001-01 

TIIlS LEASE RENEWAL made this day of , 2018, at Los Angeles, California, by 
and between the State of California, Department of Transportation, Lessor, and Citv of Los Angeles, hereinafter known as 
Lessee. 

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, Lessor and Lessee did on the ~day of May, 2016. enter into that certain lease agreement identified as 
Account 07-030505-0001-01, covering land in the County of Los Angeles, State of California, commonly known 5466-68 
Huntington Dr. Los Angeles CA 90032, as more particularly described in said lease, the term of which lease expires on 
the 30th day of Amil, 2016, and 

WHEREAS, it is mutually desired and agreed to extend the lease for a further period of time, 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby mutually agreed to extend the term of said Lease for a period of J. years commencing on 
the 1'1 day of May, 2016, and ending on the 30th day of April, 2019, under the same terms, covenants and conditions 
contained in said Lease. except as modified by this instrument which said terms, covenants, and conditions are by this 
reference incorporated herein. 

Modifications 

I. Paragraph 10, on Page 2, is hereby modified to allow the Lessee to sublease the subject property to a 
non-profit organization of their choice to operate as an open space or a community garden. Lessee to 
notify Lessor in writing the name of non-profit entity, and use of property. 

II. Paragraph 13, on Page 2, is hereby modified that the telephone number to contact lessor is changed to· 
(213) 897 1989. 

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged. 

ADA Notice For individuals with disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For information call 
(916) 654-5413 Voice, CRS: 1-800-735-2929, or write Right of Way, 1120 N Street, MS-37, 
Sat:ra1mmtu, CA 95814. 
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STATE OF CALWORNIA • DEPAR1MENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

LEASE RENEWAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

This document contaiJUI persooal 
infurmatioll aod purauan1 to Civil 
COO.. 1798.21, it shall be kept 
confidential in order lo protect against 
unauthorized disclosure. 

EXHIBIT 
11-EX-G (NEW 7/2005) 

(Form#) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Lease Renewal the day and year first above written. 

Lessor: 
State of California Department of 
Transportation 

Recommended for Approval: 

By: 

Kristofer Ozaki, Right ofWay Agent 

Approved: 

By: 

Mylaunna Lee 
Acting Senior Right of Way Agent 

By: 

By: 

Lessee: 
City of Los Angeles, a municipal corporation 
acting by and through its Board of Recreation 
and Parks Commissioners 

Title: Date 

Title: Date 

Approved as to form, Mike Feuer, City Attorney 

By: 

Title: Date 

ADA Notice For individuals with disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For infonnation call 
(916) 654-5413 Voice, CRS: 1-800-735-2929, or write Right of Way, 1120 N Street, MS-37, 
Sacramento, CA 95814. 
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LEASE AGREEMENT 
R. w JI ·l (R£V 12/2001} 

3) DISHONORED CHECK CHARGE!. Lcaec hereby aarees: 

a) · That Lessee shall p1y to Lessor a fte ofS20.00 for any dishooom chi:d:. 

f'IF1or4 

b) That If Less= bas two dldwnored aheclcll within eny twelve month period, Lesstlr shall acoept no more pelSl!nai i:hecl:s l'or paym~ 
dueunder~~.,recment. · 

9) VTILmES: I.asu: all pay when duo all Wiiier, electrlc, ps, ind Dthllr lieJrtlng. hcatin1. and power, rents and chups 11:en!ng or 
pmyahle In c:onnocticn with said property durfllJ die tr.rm of this !else. 

tO) USE: 

a) I.-pl&nJ ta flDI« Into a mble11e with !he LolAnidar Coaaemd0n Corpr (LAC<'). 
b) · Leaee/LACX:: will opcntt IDd mdlltaln tho prem.lsofl u r comnmAhy pnfen. . 
c) LemeltACC .tiall notcoml'lllr,8Dffer,or pennltanywane on saldpropelty . 
d) Lerseoll..ACX' diaU comply.1llhb all Slate lawund Ioctl Oldinanceu:oacaning D kl pmpmy and the ur:e theieof. 

~ 10 tb11 ased proper1y, r.- hereby dectl11et1 anctwarm any rlplri !l11der dlf> Pllbllc Park ~mllion Act (Pobllc Re.so!in:es Code, 
ieCltlon ,400, et seq) 1J1d ondar Title 2l Code of Fodeisl 111pJ1tlo111, part 771. IJS(d). et 1111q. • 

11) RIGHT OF EN'l'RY: Lcuee shall permit Lcslor or its aaarir to cnler upon the property al any reuonabl~ time to Inspect same and fbr 
\he pu~ ofshowin1 lhc propcri;yto prospective pvrcbuen or tellalltl. 

12) TERMINA. TION: Thfs IWD shall be subject to ClllC8llalion ind termination by either party 11 any lime during ttie 1erm heteor by giving 
lhe ether party JIOtf= in writing .r leut .11ll days nmt prior to !he dlllB when such termlnar!on shall become e1l'cctlvc. 1th undetstood 
and ..-= lll1lt 11pao IAmilllllon of'thlr !cue for any reasori, Lcs.1or slWI aot ~ oblipfed 1D provldc, and Less= waMd all claims f'or, 
~plac:cmr:nt lands a' ftlellitiu or co~cm In S1l'f ll'IB!lncr torlhB part taken or the RIM!ndc:r of the leased premiR& 

U) NO'TfCES: All notices herein pn>Yided t4 be &fvcn. or wW may be glwn. by-eldlcr party to !he other, shall be deemed 1o have bccii 
fully gtyen wllcn Sllrlod par30Rllly, or when made ill writ!na ll!id malJcd adaraaed as follows: To ~ at City of Los Anfelu, 
Department ofleaeatlon 1111d Pub, Real Eslafn l1lCI Amt Manqemem St.cllon, 1100 Wert Scve'Zlth Street, ..,. Floor, l.os Anples, CA 
90017, lelepltanc number (213) !!lffl03 , ~mllonumber (213) 92MI 80 whh a copy ID: Leia "'1plts City 
Auornc)"1 Otlloi:, leat·picpcny f Envfrcna!Dlltll Division. 200 No. Main Slncl, 11700, Los Angde:s, CA 90012. telephone number (213} 
971-8 I SO, 1elcfac:limle mirnbar {l 13) 978-8090.1116 llO Lessor e/o Deputmcnt ofTl"lnsportatlon. llt JOO Soutb MaJn Smt. Loi Apg!!)tet 
CA 90!!12. AUn· NW Propqty Many:;mcnt. telaphone number (l13) 89'MllM, ldefkcslmtlc number (213) 897-.560.1. Thi addrtlS.' to 
which 1bo Jll>tices sbllll be l!llfled to dlher party shall be ch.npl by wrltton not!uo by either p11rty to the Olher, but nothing herein shall 
preclude dte giving of n~ce by pcnOl!al senrlce. Lessor shall also· be Ihle to scrYO rioticea by postln& md subsequent malling to Lcsscc.. 

14) CONDmON AND llPA'!ltS1 Lt&:secishall llOt call on Lessor to mm Ill)' lD'lprovcmenls or ftlP&lrs on the propertf, but Lessee~ 
spa:ffk:ally covCIMllts and llgl'ctl 10 keep the pm~ laduclbig f\lmlshlnp r,ld cqui,P!llent.·lf applicable. In good onkr and condition Bl. 
Lessee's coll and expense. I..csscc flJrthcr apes to provide an adoquate number of ptbaF and tm1t, reeeplllt=lcs in clean condition 1111d 
good.,. Lessor agrees 1D maintain the llXterior walls, root mJln sewer and IYlltOr service lines to building. and Bn'J other major repairs 
ai deemed ~~aey and In die bat In~ ofl.c:ssor. 

15) ASS£GNMENT ~ SUBLE'JTING: Lessea dl!II nci assign or Sllbkt tbl1 lease to any per90n or entity olbor than 1h~ Les: Anicles 
Conserwtlon ~ w~ Lenor's wrlttz:n DDllS8IJt. 

Any request by Lesam to assign· this leasG~ be subject to~ followlne; 

a) An mignmc:nt wm only be allowed to & person oi entity of equal crpa111r financlll-~bllitf lhan Lessee. 
b) The propoJCd • imistbe thG samr::orJimilar ioth111cmpJD)'Cd by Less=. · 
c) A writtr.o app!icat.lo11 tom the proposed asslJnCb la reqlliRd. Lessee will Jiii)' alt charges iocu1ted for vc:tlfying information in the 

application process. 
d) Lessor has the rfght co nilse tbi: ront lo c:wrenl ~value upon Lessec'1 exercbeof it. r!if>l tu mi~. 
c:) Asslgnmtt1t does aot relieve 1he Lesser:: of' lnJ' duties or obllptions u11da'the lease. 
f) Ally 1SSignmcnt b not deemed 1. consent 1D any subsequait assiplllClll. 

I 
I 

I 

~ 



- ----~---------

-----·--· 

16) AJ.TnAT1Dl'lS1 Losaee dlaJJ DOI JIJIU or llllffil" 1111y altc:nllon to be madcs hi or 1111 1he property f'or. any JlUl]JDSa not nsfaled fll tjie 
l:t"C&tionarmainltmano& afac:omimmltyprdm without Lwor'r ~ t.OIUtlJt 

17) VACAT.IKG T!B PROPERTY1 At tbc r:xplration ottm tam. or aoy aoonortc:nnlnalloo af'diir Jcae, Lessee altJll quit lnlf samzxler 
possmfcn of Cha property IDd fla ~ ID LCSAJr In U good mmt- Ind COlldltitm u lbri pr~ ,WU dolJvercd to !he 1cuee, 
J'DUDWle wear and tmr and damllp bytbl olmmnta m:cepk:CI. 

18) BOL1> on11: Sboald Lessee bold avtr .&!' lh aplra!loo Df the lctm or Ibis Jeue with Ll:aor's ooallllf. acp!\US or implied. the 
t=llllC)'sball~detmiaf to be a leranayObly 1l'oal month tulllOIJfh,'subjcctotht:rwlse to all lhe tarms Ind ccmdUiCN ofthls.leae IO iu u 
lflpllcable. 

19) Jl'IREINBOJUNCE: Lessor will JIOl.b:p the flRlPC:r1:1 hislmd .piml firo or my Dlhm: lnsmable risli, and Lais111: will make 110 i:lsbi Df 
ariy 'name aphJSl Lesser-by~ of ID)' dmnago lo l...llmc's pvpcrtybi tlJD fmllt II ls damaged or demuyed by fire or by uy other --

• ID lntctcsl) cmriJ1S the pn>paty, ll h iifccd' Bild un~Pll'ldood lhlt filiJ. leltc shall mnce! md tcnnbilte mid )>rior 1tln or tm1aJ aareemeat · 
as oftbc tdl'ectkia dlie ttftbil Ins. 

ll) RXLOCA.110Nl'AYMRN'n i:.as. acknawlodps thcfi>DoMiia: Limi!e commanoad OOC!Upml!J3' of!M _pranl11:1 lflei' Leasor ICq'lired 
title: Ill r, l.c:ssDr llllqtlirrd th11 p~ ibr a public pnijC!Cf, Lmsaa Dlll)' bo requinld lo vaoata tli11 premiles to llllow ~ r:I the 
publfa Jl1'j=:I, and 1.cssce ir not tmlltlcxf to rm... 8tl.)' ~fl under ol!har-tbc lblll or tho fcderJI Unlfmm R.lllocltJori AsdJtance Act. 
(Oov. OJllc, Sccth111 '726D, d xq.: ~ U.S.C., Sedfo114601, et I«!•) Louor sbalJ oil( ~ obliged SI> piovlde n:plaoemmrt fadlilics mr to 
~ Lmctbthl okicuR of'lbeprda\, ll!ld 11111 colbrfd~~· rephmnmt prdan. 

%.l) POBSES&OR.Y IN'l"ERUI': I.see' • intBn:st 11 lllbject ta a JllllillllSlm)' iDtrzcit fmt ('lax) 1hat may be impmicd 1Jy 'lbe City or Comrty, 
HOWON', Lessor js niqglnid to~ M)' such !IX dlrccdy to. tho ctty or Comity aa Lem=1

1 bdm1! The lll'DOllllt ofnsnt charpd Lmec 
JP<llec!i Ibo coll attbfs adde4 ICljllllllblltty Ir> Lcaor. . . 

Tax bills lna6Ycitmdy recchDd by Lcsaee lhould be~ to Lessor l:Jr JlllY!MDL 

23) JNDEMNMCATJON: LmcD ifwI iadmmjfy, ddmd, end bold lbc 1-o:r, Ill otficcrl, aaenis and c:mpSoyccs 1mrmleu hm IUJd 
egail)lt uiy !OSI, llOlll:, or~ llcludin& but not Hmi1D<Ho, aucmey fi:cs llDd aomt ClllSll, n:aulling ftom lllY al.dm by Jll1)' tflJrd party 
ldiriq Olli at or conacdt:d to tbt lllt!DDS of _t.essee, and/or J'llgirdina all lcb Md omisslrins, IDolud"mg but no! B~ to the wlJ!fbJ 
1nillcorui1Jot er 11egllgamc Dfr.e.c. · 

Jl't.lrtlia', it ls !ht pmtlcs wm lhll lili imlcmnlty pnnrblons sll1ed hemn, do no( apply. to lbc wil1ilJ ltliaoobduct cir~ :aegflgm:c of 
Lessor, lb om~ lpatl or lllllplOJ'ers. . 

U) UABJUTY AND Plle>l"DT'1' J>AMAGE 1NStJRANCI: LcDoo is aalt-bisurcd ~ 1111tharlr:ed by Oovcnjment CJCNlc ll!Cllon ~9U uid 
will tJBe ill ~JllJIUDCC ID 1Jlnt!JH1)' daJm fhal 1111)' lll'ilC ~ iJlcl~ aar=m=t> • • · ' . ' . 

i5) NONJ>lSCRiM:tlu'I'lON~ 'JM I.a.sec:..fbr hildllt lW 1iclrl, pmsoml ~~In iDtclClf, llld mlp m a. J*t Qfefie. 
consldcndlm Jicn< dofs ~ 111'\'emmt eod a,gnie, a. 1 c:ownant runnini wllh thB lmd, fl111tlcaec JJiatl maiafafo 1111d opc:ne aey 
fiKmtleJ oa !be lelll or a:rvb:s crfllircd thercoll ID ®mpllaoae wftb aU DCber requlremcmls lmJll*ll plllWaDl tu n& 49, Codo ofFc:dinJ 
Regulatioas, ~tuf'rnlmportma«i, Sllbtitle A..otDDD D!lhc S=elary, Part21, Ncndlmlmioll!IDJt m:&dnll.)' amrbtDd progmq 
oflballeprtulcnf. of'D'allspD1111tioll-~tfoil ofT!tlc VI of the. Chil Rfab.u Acl 17!1964, md as saicfRegulatiom1~ ~ lllllllllde4.. 

That Ill the evml ofbrescll of 11111 of th~ llbo\lto 1m111!11arlmlnailon coy-ms. lbc Statt or Califcnh shall ha"" 1lu: right to tiniUmtc ~ 
lr:ua and to n>ea1llr and R1pDssca aid land and the fsfll!la thCROll md hold t11G sirm m if said km.11 had nmr bocri medo or iiad. 

J6} W AI'VJRJ If 1111)' pert of lhJa Lem Is hrvalid b)' mllDll of IJYI or ~ ~ or If aoy ])1'0Ylalona hftof are wliTod 1'y 
Lcuor, !he llllalhll111 pm1llllll of lhll Lcuo lball rmiWa. In fiJll ibn:e llld efrect. • Lessor's fOG«llpt of rent with tl111 lcnowledp of ary 
bn:ach af J provision of this !..em .ma1J not condum I Mfver of such lnQCb. 

27) BNCOMllRANCU: Lessee shill llOl GllCl!mber the leased plemira In Ill)' manutt wbatso11iia-, 



---------. ----------------

.LEASE AGREEMENT 
ll.)V l l ·l (RSV tmCOI) 

l8) ASSIGNMENT l1'0R BBNEl!'JT OP' Clll>lTORS, IN80LVltNCY, OR BANJCltlJPTCT: Appoirilnttnl·of'-1.1 l'CDCJ'vor le lake 
pos=siol> of Lessee's uaels, l..cl='• pnml llSS!pmc:ot for bc:aofi! or credllcn, or 2.m='s insolvency or laking or svtrerlng actfo11 
under tho 811111rniplC)' Acl !st bmch of lhb Jmsund this r~ slmll 1m11in~. . 

29) :POSTING OF l'R.OPU'IY; Lessor or ill age't!IS shall at air 1!JllCI fmw right IO gi> llj>llll ft illspccl !:be leased prq:icey IJld 1o sem or. 
t.ci post tiereon any ooUce requited or permlttlld by 1i1w fer J>101eo11on of.mrJ right or .htttrell D/Lmar .• 

30) .HAZAIU>OUS MATRBiA.LS: H~ materildr 111e tl1oae substmicai: llsled b caJlfomll Ccm of Rcaula.11ms, 'Il'lla ;.n. 
Sccll0116626l.ll6, Appendbt X. wlhon whloh mlld lhot~city, n:actlvlty, COl'l'Ollvlty Drtammllblllty cdlerla of Article 11 e1ftb above 
Coda_ uWllll 11 auy othnr sobstancc which po1111 a bmrd lohell!h orcovlronmem. -

Exi:ep. as to .substanues used In c:onnectl011 wllh prdl!lllug and olhel-N.lta paltnilti:d il Ibis lcmcs, Lessee shin 11at 11SC, Cl'1late., st.Ore er 
allow Mil' 111di subsfances an tho pnomlse&. F\lel ltDl'tld in a rDD1or vehlr:lt 1br the eiwlusm ue m such ~Jnla ii~ 
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BOARD REPORT NO. 

DATE C.D. 14 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: EL SERENO ARROYO PLAYGROUND – APPROVAL OF A RENTAL 
AGREEMENT AMENDMENT WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (CALTRANS); AUTHORIZATION TO 
PROCEED WITH THE PRELIMINARY PROPERTY ACQUISITION ACTIVITIES 
FOR PARK DEVELOPMENT; CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION FROM CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE III, 
SECTION 1, CLASS 1(14) [AMENDMENT OF A LEASE TO USE AN EXISTING 
STRUCTURE OR FACILITY INVOLVING NEGLIGIBLE OR NO EXPANSION OF 
USE] AND TO ARTICLE 19, SECTION 15301 OF CALIFORNIA CEQA 
GUIDELINES 

AP Diaz M. Rudnick
H. Fujita * C. Santo Domingo
J. Kim N. Williams

General Manager 

Approved  Disapproved  Withdrawn 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve the proposed Rental Agreement Amendment (Amendment) as set forth in
Attachment 1 of this Report, which incorporates a revised boundary map  as Exhibit A
thereto, between the State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the
City of Los Angeles (City), regarding the leasing of the Caltrans property, located at the
corner of Concord Avenue, Alhambra Avenue and Lowell Avenue, in the El Sereno
community, to be developed and maintained as a passive and active use playground,
wherein the term of such lease is extended to a term of forty (40) years and additional
property is added to the premises leased as reflected in the Amendment and boundary
map, subject to all required approvals, and approval by the City Attorney as to form;

2. Direct the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) Secretary to forward the
proposed Amendment to the City Attorney for review and approval as to form;

3. Authorize the Board President and Secretary to execute the proposed Amendment upon
receipt of all necessary approvals;

4. Authorize RAP staff to continue to proceed with preliminary acquisition activities as
previously authorized by the Board via Report No. 17-226 to continue to work with Caltrans
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and GSD for the possible acquisition of the property known as the El Sereno Arroyo 
Playground (Playground) property totaling approximately thirty-five thousand two hundred 
eighty three square feet (35,283 sq. ft) or eighty-one hundredth of an acre (0.81) of the 
currently leased playground area plus additional land owned by Caltrans as may be 
necessary for expansion of the Playground, located at the tri-intersection of Alhambra 
Avenue, Concord Avenue and Lowell Avenue, with an approximate address of 5500-5520 
Concord Avenue, El Sereno, California 90032 for development of a park, and/or open 
space recreation area (Caltrans Property);  

5. Direct RAP staff to return to the Board for final authorization for acquisition of any Caltrans
Property;

6. Authorize RAP staff to coordinate acquisition activities for the Caltrans Property with
Council District Fourteen (CD 14), Department of Public Works (PW), Planning
Department, the Department of General Services (GSD), and any other necessary City
Department(s) to obtain the necessary environmental clearances and funding approvals
to expedite the purchase of said property;

7. Determine that the execution of the proposed Amendment is categorically exempt from
the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III,
Section 1, Class 1(14) [Amendment of a lease to use an existing facility involving negligible
or no expansion of use] of City CEQA Guidelines and to Article 19, Section 15301 of
California CEQA Guidelines and direct RAP staff to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with
the State Clearinghouse and the Los Angeles County Clerk;

8. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee or designee to prepare a check to the
Los Angeles County Clerk in the amount of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00) for the purpose
of filing an NOE.

9. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee or designee to make technical corrections
as necessary to carry out the intent of this Report.

SUMMARY 

On June 15, 2011, the Board through Report No. 11-186 approved a lease agreement between 
Caltrans and RAP for the use and maintenance of certain vacant parcels owned by Caltrans for 
open space use, and Caltrans and RAP executed a rental agreement for 25 years on January 23, 
2012 in accordance thereto (Lease).  Said Lease  will expire on July 31, 2036. On January 2, 
2013, the Board through Report No. 13-001 accepted certain recreational Improvements installed 
by the Trust for Public Land (TPL) on the leased property and officially named the open space 
area as the El Sereno Arroyo Playground. The El Sereno Arroyo Playground (Playground) is now 
a developed playground that currently serves 2,370 community residents and an undetermined 
number of neighboring residents in the City of Alhambra. The surrounding community has 
expressed interest in expanding the Playground area, and CD 14, PW, GSD and RAP have 
proceeded with efforts for such expansion, including engaging in preliminary acquisition activities 
for other Caltrans properties surrounding the Playground. 
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On December 11, 2017, RAP acquired a lot adjacent to the Playground, approximately 0.115 acre 
or 5,034 sq. ft in size, with the assistance of TPL and GSD. The acquisition was part of the first 
phase of expansion at the playground that was approved through Report No. 17-226. RAP is now 
ready to expand further and develop the playground and surrounding area with support from the 
community and CD14.  
 
These expansion efforts are funded, in part, by certain grant funds.  These grant funds require 
that the Lease be amended to a term of forty (40) years in order to comply with service payback 
and site control requirements. Future State grant funding would likely be dependent on the 
existence of a lease of the Caltrans Property which has a longer term then the current 25 year 
period so as to comply with State service payback terms and site control conditions.   
 
On February 3, 2022, the Board approved the transfer of the State Parks Proposition 68 Round 
3 grant award for the El Sereno Arroyo Playground Expansion project (Grant) as awarded under 
the Grant Agreement from RAP to The Trust for Public Land (TPL) along with the approval of a 
donation agreement in connection with the development of the Grant project. The funding and 
construction would be undertaken by TPL using TPL funds and RAP funds transferred to TPL.  
 
In order for such transfer to be approved by the State grantor, the Lease is required to be 
amended to extend the term for 40 years as well as updating the existing boundary map of the  
showing the area of site control for the El Sereno Arroyo Playground area and any additional area 
needed for its expansion.  The boundary map of such Caltrans Property is shown as Exhibit A of 
the proposed Amendment.  An aerial depiction of such boundary map is attached to this Report 
as Attachment 2.  RAP and Caltrans will work to more precisely refine the boundary map to reflect 
the true metes and bounds of the Caltrans Property while Caltrans processes the sale of the 
Caltrans Property. In the meantime, RAP and Caltrans have agreed to use the boundary map 
attached as part of the Amendment to reflect the leasehold area covered by the Lease and the 
Amendment as such map reflects the current playground area and added expansion sites as 
recommended by City stakeholders and approved by RAP staff and Caltrans staff.  The ultimate 
goal is to secure all sites recommended for park use under leases with Caltrans and eventually 
acquire the land in fee simple via deeds. 
 
Caltrans has indicated its willingness to revise and extend the Lease term from 25 years to 40 
years through the Amendment (Exhibit 3). 
 
FUTURE ACQUISITION(S): 
 
As stated, the El Sereno Arroyo Playground along with the El Sereno Community Garden (another 
Caltrans and City cooperative effort) has and continues to be a great success for the community 
as displayed by its activism and community participation. The goal now is to make this recreational 
use property project a more permanent endeavor in the form of acquisition(s)  of Caltrans Property 
with the full support of RAP, CD 14, Caltrans and the community. The project site has the 
continued support from Caltrans (which recently put in writing its support for the El Sereno Arroyo 
Playground) and from State funding Officials. Upon completion of all indicated conditions and 
completion of all due diligence for the recommended acquisition by staff, RAP staff will return to 
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the Board for final authorization to acquire any Caltrans Property as stated in the 
recommendations of this Report. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for the Playground site was completed in April 
2015 for RAP.  The Phase I ESA found that the historical uses of the property included a 
commercial property, a drainage channel, and a multi-tenant residential building from the 1940s 
to as late as the 1994.  More notably, from the 1960s to as late as the 1980s, the southern portion 
of the site was developed with a suspected service station (pump island canopy, service station 
building, and surrounding storage/vehicle parking).   Evidence of the former service station was 
still visible in documentation from the early 2000s.  Later in the early 2010s, a city park was 
constructed over the majority of the property, which included the area of the former service station.  
While a historical gas station is considered a recognized environmental condition (REC), no 
further invasive assessment appears warranted at this time.  Upon redevelopment or earthmoving 
work in the area of the former service station, if any stained or odorous soils are encountered, 
additional investigation may be necessary. 

A Transaction Screen Process assessment was completed by RAP staff in May 2021 reiterated 
the same findings of the 2015 Phase I ESA, but included the REC stating that the garden is 
located within a one-mile radius of the San Gabriel Valley (Area 3) National Priority List.  The San 
Gabriel Valley (Area 3) is a contaminated groundwater plume is about two miles long and one 
mile wide.  The groundwater is contaminated with trichloroethylene (TCE) and perchloroethylene 
(PCE).  The Department of Recreation and Parks and the property are not listed as a Responsible 
Party or the source of the groundwater contamination.   

The proposed Amendment consists of the extension of an existing lease agreement with 
negligible or no expansion of use. 

This site is not within a coastal, methane, or historic zone, so there is no reasonable possibility 
that the project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern or have 
a significant effect due to unusual circumstances. No other known projects would involve 
cumulatively significant impacts, and no future projects would result from the proposed project. 
As of October 8, 2021, the State Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) (Envirostor at 
www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) has not listed the Project site or any contaminated sites near the 
Project area (within 500 feet). According to the Caltrans Scenic Highway Map there is no scenic 
highway located within the vicinity of the project or within the project site. Furthermore, the project 
is not located in proximity of a known historical resources and will not cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of a historical resource. 

As such, staff recommends that the Board determine that it is categorically exempt from the 
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1, 
Class 1(14) of City CEQA Guidelines as well as to Article 19, Section 15301 of California CEQA 
Guidelines. Staff will file a Notice of Exemption with the State Clearinghouse and with the  
Los Angeles County Clerk upon Board’s approval. 
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If any site redevelopment occurs in the future, staff will return to the Board to recommend 
appropriate further CEQA action. 

NEED ASSESSMENT 

The proposed El Sereno Arroyo Playground Expansion acquisition, will continue to serve this 
community area of 2,370 residents and an undetermined number of adjacent City Residents not 
served by parks (Park Analysis Report (Attachment 7). An estimated 2,370 residents live within a 
one-half (1-1/2) mile walking distance of the proposed Playground expansion.  

TREE AND SHADE 

El Sereno Arroyo Playground is a fully developed playground site with some slope areas full of 
vegetation/plants and trees and playground equipment enjoyed by kids, seniors and adults.  The 
extension of the Lease as proposed by the Amendment will not affect existing trees and shade at 
the site.  If any development efforts at the site or at any other portion of the Caltrans Property will 
affect any trees and shade at such site, staff will return to the Board for approval of such efforts.  

FISCAL IMPACT 

There will not be any additional fiscal impacts to RAP’s General Fund as a result of these 
recommendations.  All costs and any liabilities associated with development of the leased 
property will be incurred by the third parties.  In the event RAP will be undertaking any 
development efforts on the Caltrans Property, RAP will return to the Board for prior authorization. 
Maintenance funds for the new expanded parkland will be requested as part of RAP's annual 
budget process. 

STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 

Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting: 

Goal No. 1: Provide Safe and Accessible Parks  
Outcome No. 1: Every Angelinos has walkable access to a park in their neighborhood 

Result: Offer Affordable, Equitable, Healthy, Environmentally safe open space. 

This Report was prepared by John Barraza, Management Analyst II, Planning, Maintenance and 
Construction Branch. 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
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1) Proposed Rental Amendment of Lease Agreement, including Boundary Map
2) Aerial View of Boundary Map
3) Caltrans Letter



 STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

RENTAL AGREEMENT AMENDMENT 
RW 11-14 (REV 1212001) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
This document contains personal information 
and pursuant to Civil Code 1798.21 it shall be 
kept confidential in order to protect against 
unauthorized disclosure. 

DISTRICT & TENANCY NUMBER: 07-018501-0001-04, 07-003003-0003-04, 07-014891-0001, 07-018504-0001, 
07-018511-0001,  07-018512-0001, 07-018513-0001  
 
 
 
THIS RENTAL AGREEMENT AMENDMENT is made this 1st day of               , 2022, at Los Angeles, 
California, between the landlord, the State of California, Department of Transportation (Department), and 
the undersigned (Tenant). 

 
WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, Department and Tenant did on the 1st day of August, 2011, enter into that certain Rental 
Agreement identified as Tenancy No. 07-018501-0001-04, covering property described in said Rental 
Agreement, the term of which continues on a month-to-month basis. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby mutually understood and agreed by and between the Department and 
the Tenant that the Rental Agreement referred to above shall be amended to extend the said Lease for 
a period of 40 years commencing on July 31, 2019 and ending on July 31, 2051. 
 
FURTHERMORE, the said Rental Agreement is hereby modified as follows: 
 
I. Paragraph 1, on Page 1, is hereby modified to include that certain property in the City of Los 

Angeles, State of California, covering the property particularly described in that certain area 
shown outlined on the map marked R/W Map No. F1530-2 as Parcels 18501, 014891, 018504, 
018511, 018511, 018512, 018513 and a portion of 003003, Exhibit A attached hereto and made 
a part hereof: Whereas this agreement supersedes any and all previous agreements related to 
the above mentioned parcel numbers 07-018501-0001-04 &  07-003003-0003-04” as part of the 
very first paragraph. 

II. Paragraph 10, on page 2, is hereby modified to reflect changes in Land Use: 
 

a) Lessee plans to enter into a partnership agreement with for Trust for Public Land (TPL). 
b) Lessee/TPL plans to maintain and operate the site. 
c) Lessee/TPL shall use the property for the following purposes only: Recreational play 

area with full public access during hours of operation. 
d) Lessee/TPL shall plant trees or shrubs in the soil upon prior written approval of Lessor. 
e) Lessee/TPL may also partner with local businesses including, but not limited to The Trust 

for Public Land, and other approved Non-profit organizations. 
f) Lessee/TPL is allowed to publicly recognize partner sponsorship contributions towards 

site improvements. 
g) Lessee/TPL shall not commit, suffer, or permit any waste on said property. 
h) Lessee/TPL shall comply with all State laws and local ordinances concerning said 

property and the use thereof. 
i) Lessee/TPL agrees to develop and expand Recreational area as approved by Lessor 

and for the intended use and purpose of condition 10b. 
j) Lessee/TPL is hereby granted authority to add a restroom in the expansion. 

 
All other terms and conditions of said Rental Agreement and subsequent amendments thereto shall 
remain unchanged. 
 
 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Rental Agreement Amendment the day 
and year first above written. 
 
 
Executed this  day 
 

 THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, a municipal 
corporation, acting by and through its Board of 
Recreation and Park Commissioners of , 20___ 

   
  By    
  PRESIDENT 
   
  By   
  SECRETARY 
Approved as to Form:   
Date:     
   
Mike Feuer,    
City Attorney   
   
By     

SR. ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY   
   
Executed this  day 
 

 STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

of , 20___    

  By    
    
  Name: Neidy Pinuelas, Senior Right of Way 

Agent 
  Title: Right of Way, Property Management  
    
  By   
    
  Name Raashan Bernard, Office Chief 
  Title: Right of Way Property Management 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For individuals with disabilities, this document is available in alternate formats. For information call (916) 654-5413 



 
 
Voice, 
 CRS: 1-800-735-2929, or write Right of Way. 1 120 N Street. MS-37. Sacramento, CA 95814. 
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“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment”

DISTRICT 7 – RIGHT OF WAY 
100 S. MAIN STREET, SUITE 100, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
PHONE  (213) 897-1901  
FAX  (213) 897-0360    TTY 711 
www.dot.ca.gov  
 
 
January 24, 2022 
 
 
California Department of Parks and Recreation 
Office of Grants and Local Services 
PO Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
This letter confirms that the State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
is the current owner of parcels that comprise the existing El Sereno Arroyo Playground 
and future Expansion project. Caltrans has an executed lease with the City of Los 
Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) for the existing Playground that 
extends through July 2036. Caltrans commits to signing a lease amendment that 
incorporates the Expansion parcels and extends the term for all parcels through July 
2051.  
 
If you have questions or need further information, please contact me at 
edward.francis@dot.ca.gov or (213) 897-1901. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Edward Francis 
District Deputy Director 
Right of Way – Los Angeles 
State of California Department of Transportation 
 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/
mailto:edward.francis@dot.ca.gov
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