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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) staff to identify and contact
artists of public art on RAP property (Artwork) with no record of an artist waiver (Waiver)
in substantially the form attached hereto as Attachment 1, and request that the artist sign
the Waiver;

2. Direct RAP staff to: (i) identify Artwork that does not currently comply with the Public Art
Policy (Policy) adopted on October 3, 2024, which is attached hereto as Attachment 2;
and (ii) bring such Artwork into compliance with the Policy;

3. Request the City Council to direct the Department of Cultural Affairs to: (i) work with RAP
to evaluate the feasibility of adding appropriate pieces of Artwork to the City’s Permanent
Art Collection; and (ii) identify potential grants and other funding sources for the restoration
of Artwork;

4. Direct the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) Secretary to transmit this
Report to City Council; and,

5. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of
this Report.

Background 

The Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) displays and houses several pieces of public art 
throughout the City. Artwork on RAP’s property includes, but is not limited to, murals, sculptures, 
monuments, plaques, and other artwork. The public art on RAP property is usually installed via 
one of the following mechanisms: 

• As part of the City’s Permanent Art Collection
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• As part of the Percent for Public Art Program/Public Works Improvements Art Program 
per LAAC 19.85 

• As previously installed art on property that was donated to RAP 
• Via unsolicited proposals from the public, Council Office, non-profits, other agencies, etc. 
• Via third parties, including lessees 

 
Artwork installed on RAP property requires approval by the Board of Recreation and Park 
Commissioners (Board). However, there are examples of artwork that, in prior decades, was 
installed on RAP property without RAP’s permission and/or Board approval. 
 
On October 3, 2024, the Board adopted a Public Art Policy to approve artwork on RAP property 
on a temporary basis (12 months to 5 years), as further described in Report No. 24-207. The 
Public Art Policy will govern future installations of temporary public art, but an unknown number 
of pieces of public art were installed on RAP property prior to the adoption of this policy. In many 
cases, there are limited, if any, records concerning such installations.  
 
Some of the identified artwork on RAP property suffers from vandalism, damage, or significant 
deterioration. RAP’s Construction and Maintenance staff will recommend the removal of the 
artwork if the piece has become a nuisance and suffered irreparable damage or vandalism; third 
parties will also occasionally request to restore or replace a piece of art. For artwork under the 
purview of RAP, RAP’s Planning staff must conduct research regarding the installation before 
RAP’s Construction and Maintenance staff can proceed with any maintenance or remediation. In 
those instances, where the appropriate paperwork is not on file, RAP staff must consult with City 
Attorney to determine how to best proceed in a way that minimizes any potential future risk or 
liability to the City. 
 
In the past, some artists resisted RAP’s efforts to get a signed waiver due, at least in part, to the 
perception that staff’s efforts exceeded their authority. RAP staff therefore requests that the Board 
provide express authorization for staff to identify and contact artists of public art on RAP property 
with no record of an artist waiver, and request that the artist sign the waiver. It should be noted 
that receipt of the signed waiver does not mean that RAP will automatically remove the artwork. 
Where feasible, RAP will work with the artist to restore or revitalize the artwork and bring it into 
compliance with the adopted Public Art Policy, but a signed artist waiver will be required to ensure 
that future maintenance concerns can be remedied in a timely fashion.  
 
As RAP does not have a dedicated funding source for maintenance and restoration of art, any 
maintenance or restoration costs should be borne by the artist. In some cases, RAP may be 
required to pay for the costs related to the artwork’s removal. 
 
Certain pieces of artwork may be candidates for incorporation into the City’s Permanent Art 
Collection. In those instances where an artwork is better suited for permanent – rather than 
temporary – installation, RAP will work with the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) to determine 
if it is feasible and appropriate to add the artwork to the City’s Permanent Art Collection. With the 
Board’s approval, this Report will be transmitted to the City Council with the request that Council 
direct DCA to: (i) work with RAP staff to evaluate and review artwork for the City’s Permanent Art 
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Collection; and (ii) where permanence may be infeasible or otherwise undesirable, provide 
information about potential funding opportunities to restore or rehabilitate the artwork. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
According to Article 20, Section 15378(b)(5) of the State California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Guidelines, administrative activities that will not result in direct or indirect physical 
changes in the environment do not fall under the definition of a project subject to CEQA. 
 
The proposed Board action consists of the approval of administrative actions such as authorizing 
staff to require artists to sign a waiver, and requiring collaboration with DCA to determine the most 
appropriate pathway to protect artwork. None of these actions, per se, result in discernible direct 
or indirect physical changes in the environment. Based on these considerations, staff 
recommends that the Board take no CEQA action on this proposal. 
 
If staff later determines that an art piece must be removed because it constitutes a hazard or a 
nuisance or it is better suited in a different location, and such removal will have potential impacts 
on the environment, staff will prepare the appropriate CEQA document and file it with the  
Los Angeles County Clerk and the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 

The approval of this Report will have a fiscal impact on RAP’s General Fund as RAP will have to 
dedicate time and resources to contact artists and then potentially remove artwork. The costs of 
staff time and removal of artwork is unknown at this time. 
 
This Report was prepared by Meghan Luera, Senior Management Analyst II, Planning, 
Maintenance and Construction Branch. 
 
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Attachment 1 – Artist Waiver  
2) Attachment 2 – Public Art Policy 
 



Public Art Application
Department of Recreation and Parks

ARTIST WAIVER AND LICENSE FOR PUBLIC ART, MURALS,
MONUMENTS, AND PLAQUES (REV. 04/2024)

Waiver of Rights of Attribution and Integrity for Artwork Placed upon City
Property. 

License for Government Purposes

The provisions of this paragraph shall apply to modify Artist’s rights of attribution and integrity as
set forth in the Visual Artists Rights Act, 17 U.S.C. §§106A and 113(d) (“VARA”), the California Art
Preservation Act, Cal. Civil Code §§ 987 and 989 (“CAPA”), and any rights arising under United
States federal or state law or under the laws of another country that convey rights of the same
nature as those conveyed under VARA and CAPA (“Other Laws”), as against the City of Los
Angeles (“City”) and its agents. Artist hereby waives their rights of attribution and integrity as may
be provided for under VARA, CAPA and Other Laws without waiving any other rights of ownership
or other intellectual property rights in the artwork/project identified below, and provided that Artist
shall retain the right to be identified as the author of the artwork/project identified below without
obligating the City to provide attribution. 

Artist represents that there are no outstanding claims against the Artwork described below. Artist
grants the City of Los Angeles, California an irrevocable license to graphically reproduce (through
photography, the internet or otherwise) the image of the Artwork for non-commercial government
(e.g. education, public information, promotion of the arts, etc.) purposes.

In accordance with the waiver set forth above, Artist agrees that the City has the absolute right to
change, modify, destroy, remove, relocate, move, replace, transport, repair or restore the
[describe the artwork/project: mural, sculpture, etc. and medium] (“Artwork”):

Entitled [title of work]:
______________________________________________________________________ 

And located at [identify site, including interior location if applicable]:
______________________________________________________________________ 

In whole or in part, in City’s sole discretion. 

Artist’s Address for Notice:  
______________________________________________________________________ 

Artist bears the sole responsibility for providing the City with any changes to the Artist’s Address
for Notice. Notice of changes must be mailed to the Department of Recreation and Parks,
Planning, Maintenance and Construction Branch, 221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 400, Los Angeles,
CA 90012.  

Artist Signature:_________________________________      Date:_______________

Print Name:______________________________________
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Department of Recreation and Parks 
Public Art Policy 

I. Background and Purpose of the Policy

Per Los Angeles City Charter Section 590, the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) shall 
have the duty and power to establish, construct, maintain, operate and control all parks in the City 
of Los Angeles. The Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners (Board) shall have the power 
to control all RAP property, which extends to the approval of Public Art on RAP property (Charter 
Section 591). 

RAP parks currently house several integral pieces of artwork from the City’s Permanent Art 
Collection, which is overseen by the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA). DCA is responsible for 
the conservation and preservation of all paintings, documents and records in possession of the 
City of Los Angeles, of historic or artistic value (LAAC 22.112). DCA also spearheads the City of 
Los Angeles’ efforts in supporting and providing access to quality visual, literary, musical, 
performing, and educational arts programming; managing vital cultural centers; preserving 
historic sites; creating public art; and funding services provided by arts organizations and 
individual artists. The Board of Cultural Affairs Commissioners (CAC) shall approve the 
installation of the following: “all paintings, mural decorations, inscriptions, stained glass, statues, 
bas-reliefs and other sculptures, monuments, fountains, arches, gates, and other structures of a 
permanent character intended for ornament or commemoration” (LAAC 22.109). 

RAP regularly receives unsolicited proposals from outside entities for the installation of public 
artwork, murals, monuments, and memorial plaques on City parkland. The RAP Board has 
previously approved the installation of temporary Public Art at various locations or accepted 
donated parkland with existing artwork. In other cases, third parties, including lessees of RAP 
facilities, have installed Public Art on RAP property without the RAP Board’s approval. Over the 
years, RAP staff has faced several challenges in regards to the maintenance, preservation and 
removal of Public Art from RAP property. Under federal and state law, artists and certain artworks 
are granted certain protections that cause liability to RAP when Public Art is installed on RAP’s 
property, even without RAP’s permission, which limits RAP’s future ability to modify, redevelop or 
demolish buildings or redesign parks. 

The Visual Artists Rights Act of 1990 (VARA) modifies federal copyright law and grants the author 
of a “work of visual art” certain “moral rights”  ̶  the rights of attribution and integrity.  The right of 
attribution allows an artist to claim authorship of his/her work, and the right of integrity allows an 
artist to protect his/her artwork from being modified or destroyed without his/her permission, even 
after the artist has transferred physical possession and title of the artwork and/or all copyrights to 
the artwork. The California Art Preservation Act of 1979 (CAPA) grants artists certain rights of 
attribution and integrity very similar to those granted under VARA.  These rights of integrity can 
limit RAP’s ability to modify, redevelop or demolish its property on which the work of visual art is 
sited. 

ATTACHMENT 2
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RAP’s mission is “... to enrich the lives of the residents of Los Angeles by providing safe, 
welcoming parks and recreation facilities and affordable, diverse recreation and human services 
activities for people of all ages to play, learn, contemplate, build community and be good stewards 
of our environment.” RAP works to build healthy communities through people, parks and 
programs. 
 
Although Public Art can be beneficial for local communities and the City, it is not directly within 
RAP’s current mission or staff expertise to display, maintain, or preserve Public Art. RAP parkland 
has become a repository for memorial plaques and other monuments that have limited or no 
connection to the parks in which they are located and the maintenance, upkeep, and repair of this 
Public Art requires an ever increasing amount of staff time and resources. The purposes of this 
Policy are: 
 

1. To protect RAP’s property and assets.  
 

2. To protect RAP from future liability related to Public Art installations that are not part of the 
City’s Permanent Art Collection or DCA’s Percent for Public Art Program/Public Works 
Improvements Arts Program (PWAP) (LAAC 19.85).  

 
3. To define RAP’s mission as it pertains to Public Art and its role in the art community and 

the City’s code provisions regarding Public Art. 
 

4. To establish clear guidelines, requirements, and procedures for temporary constituent-
driven Public Art installations.  
 

5. To replace the existing RAP Memorial Plaque Policy, approved by the Board on October 
18, 1995 (Report No. 416-95). Report No. 416-95 aimed to create a policy and procedure 
for memorial plaques that commemorate or memorialize an event, notable individual, 
social movement, message, or a vision for the future, which may have no direct 
relationship to the park or RAP.  

The following categories of artwork shall be exempted from this Policy: 

1. Plaques installed pursuant to the Sponsorship Recognition Policy or its successor policy. 

2. RAP initiated signage installed for the purpose of information and/or identification. 
Examples include signage used to enumerate park rules and regulations, identify plants, 
wayfinding signage, interpretive signage, and standard building signage. 

3. Permanent Installations incorporated into a construction project process (i.e., installations 
as a part of the Percent for Public Art Program/Public Works Improvements Art Program 
per LAAC 19.85), which installations will be presented directly to the RAP Board for 
approval.  
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4. Permanent Installations proposed for incorporation into the City’s Permanent Art 
Collection. Such installations are subject to the approval of DCA staff, CAC, and the RAP 
Board. 

It is also not the intent of this Policy to change RAP’s standards for building commemorative 
plaques for projects managed by the Department of Public Works’ Bureau of Engineering (Report 
No. 07-115). This Policy will also not apply to building commemorative plaques for projects 
managed by RAP. 
 

II. Definitions 

Applicant: An individual, constituent, organization, or business entity submitting a proposal for the 
installation of Public Art on RAP property. 

Monument: A subset of Public Art that refers to a structure erected in remembrance of a person(s) 
or event, such as a statue, defined stone, sculpture, or other lasting evidence or identifying mark.  

Mural: A subset of Public Art that refers to artwork painted or applied directly on an interior or 
exterior wall, ceiling or other large permanent surface. 

Permanent Installation: Public Art installations intended to remain on RAP property in perpetuity 
(i.e., a period no less than 25 years). Public Art will only qualify as a Permanent Installation if the 
artwork is installed as part of DCA’s Percent for Public Art Program (LAAC 19.85), Mural Program, 
City Art Collection or other program in which DCA’s Cultural Arts Commission approves the 
installation and is responsible for its maintenance. 

Plaque or Signage: Plaques or signage may be considered a subset of Public Art, but are 
generally informational in nature (i.e., artistic wayfinding signs or similar). 

Public Art: Works of art (including, without limitation, artwork, sculptures, murals, monuments, 
and memorial plaques) in any media that have been planned and executed with the specific 
intention of being sited or staged within a publicly accessible space. The term also applies to 
artwork exhibited in publicly accessible buildings. 

Sculpture: A three-dimensional work of art, inclusive of statues, that is made of stone, clay or 
other materials.  

Temporary Installation: Public Art projects with an installation period between 12 months and 5 
years. 

III. RAP and Public Art 
 

1. RAP’s Role in Public Art 
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a. RAP shall only permit Temporary Installations.  Permanent Installations are not 
governed by this Policy, and instead require CAC approval per LAAC 22.109. 

 
b. As stewards of thousands of acres of parkland, open space, and limited assets, 

Public Art should not reduce RAP’s capacity for programming or reduce usable 
open space. 

 
c. Monuments, as well as plaques and signage acting as a memorial or mark of an 

event or person, are not permitted under this Policy. 
 

d. It is not the intent of this Policy to address Public Art exhibitions that contain 
multiple elements or features that span across one or more parks. Such proposed 
installations are beyond the scope of this Policy and shall only be considered if 
they are proposed and managed by DCA or another City department. 
 

2. RAP’s Goals for Public Art 
 

a. Public Art installations should align with RAP’s mission, vision and values. 
 

b. Public Art should create opportunities for community engagement and building for 
the park and its surrounding community.  The creation and/or installation of any 
Temporary Installation on RAP property shall involve (1) community input via 
survey, community meeting, Neighborhood Council and/or Park Advisory Board; 
and (2) a community event commemorating the creation and/or installation of the 
artwork.  

 

IV. General Public Art Guidelines 
 

1. Temporary Installation proposals shall be evaluated on an individual basis, with the design 
of such installations subject to review and approval by RAP’s Planning, Maintenance, and 
Construction Branch (PMC), the Facility Repair and Maintenance Commission Task Force 
(Task Force), and the RAP Board. 
 

2. RAP shall bear no financial responsibility for the installation, maintenance or removal of 
any Public Art without exception. If any piece or portion of Public Art is vandalized or 
stolen, RAP shall be under no obligation to repair or replace the artwork.  The Applicant 
shall treat Public Art with an anti-graffiti coating unless RAP determines that such 
treatment is unnecessary or infeasible for a particular installation.  
 

3. Public Art installations must be designed and constructed of a material that is appropriate 
for park placement, with minimal or no potential design-related liability risk, and offer no 
safety hazards. 



Adopted per Board Report No. 24-207  
October 2024 

 Page 5 of 10 
   

a. Public Art should not be painted on, nor obscure, any architectural features such 
as windows, doors, pilasters, cornices, doors, or other building trim, feature bands, 
and/or other recessed or projecting features. 

b. Public Art installation should be easily accessible by RAP staff for removal, if 
necessary. 

c. Under no circumstances shall the Public Art include any living components such 
as landscaping or trees. 

d. RAP is under no obligation to accommodate requests for landscaping, tree 
trimming, or relocation of park amenities, or similar requests, to accommodate a 
Public Art installation. If RAP choses to approve such a request, any related cost 
(direct or indirect) shall be borne by the Applicant.  

4. RAP staff will evaluate any proposal for restoration, modification or improvement to 
existing Public Art on RAP property if the artwork is (1) solely under the control of RAP, 
and (2) not part of the City’s Public Art Collection, Percent for Public Art, Mural Program 
or any other program where DCA is responsible for the artwork’s conservation and 
maintenance. The review process for the Public Art Application will follow the same 
procedures as detailed in this Policy, including submission of the application form and the 
required application fee. 
 

5. RAP staff may administratively reject any Public Art Application at any time prior to RAP 
Board approval for any reason.  RAP staff will issue a letter to the Applicant notifying them 
that the Public Art Application has been rejected, and identifying the specific reasons for 
the rejection. Once RAP staff rejects a Public Art Application, said proposal shall not be 
evaluated any further unless the Applicant submits a substantially revised Public Art 
proposal and pays the required application fee. 

6. Public Art Installations for a period of less than 12 months shall not be permitted unless 
the Public Art is part of an installation proposed by DCA or another City department. 

7. At the end of a Temporary Installation’s lifespan, RAP shall restore the area to its condition 
before the artwork’s installation, with the Applicant responsible for all costs arising from 
such restoration.    

 
V. Mural Requirements 

Any Public Art installation that involves the installation of a mural will be subject to the following 
requirements: 

1. Murals may be made of paint, tiles, mosaics, etc., and should be applied directly to the 
project wall or surface. Murals involving mosaics and/or tile may require a building permit. 
Murals painted on a substrate or vinyl material may also require a permit from the Los 
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Angeles Fire Department. Any required permit approvals must be obtained prior to the 
installation of the Public Art. 

2. Murals are not allowed on walls made of stone, unpainted brick or any other porous 
material. 

3. Murals cannot cover any existing signage, doors or windows on the proposed location. 

4. Murals may be installed on the interior or exterior of a building or wall with a finished 
surface. 

5. Murals should ideally be located in an area that is not easily accessible to potential 
vandalism. 

VI. Sculpture Requirements 

Any Public Art installation that involves the installation of a sculpture will be subject to the following 
requirements: 

1. The sculpture must be installed in a location that does not present any safety hazard or 
impact to any existing areas of play. 

2. The installation of the sculpture shall not damage any walls, ground or infrastructure on 
RAP’s property or require permanent fixtures or footings. 

3. RAP is under no obligation to replace the sculpture at any time if it is vandalized or stolen. 

4. Any sculpture will be reviewed by the Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) 
following conceptual approval of the Public Art installation by the RAP Task Force. The 
Applicant will be responsible for any and all plan check and permit related fees. 

5. The building permit for the Public Art installation will not be issued by LADBS until the 
Public Art installation has been approved by the RAP Board. 

VII. Signage/Plaque Requirements 

Any Public Art installation that involves the installation of an informational plaque or signage shall 
be subject to the following requirements: 

1. Signage/plaques must be made of bronze or low vulnerable materials, such as concrete 
or plexiglass. The material of the signage is subject to the approval of RAP. 

2. Signage/plaques should be no greater than 12” wide and 18” long.  

3. Signage/plaques shall have no commercial or religious symbols. 
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4. All other plaque or signage content, including design, text font, verbiage, illustration, 
graphics and scope, is subject to RAP review and approval. 

5. If the plaque or signage is not affixed to a building, it must be installed on an unobtrusive 
pedestal or stone or existing pole that does not present any safety hazard or impact to any 
existing areas of play. 

6. RAP is under no obligation to replace the plaque or signage at any time if it is vandalized 
or stolen. 

7. A QR code or link to a third party site is subject special consideration by RAP and may 
require disclaimer language or an additional agreement to maintain the third party site. 
RAP shall advise on a case-by-case basis. 

8. Notwithstanding other provisions of this Policy, plaque or signage installations related to 
the naming or renaming of a RAP park, amenity or building are not subject to any 
maximum installation period. 

VIII. Procedures for Temporary Installations 

1. Any Applicant proposing a Temporary Installation must complete and submit a Public Art 
Application form (Application), along with an application fee of $500, via email to rap-
publicart@lacity.org to via mail to Planning Division: 221 North Figueroa Street, Fourth 
Floor - Suite 400, Los Angeles, CA 90012. Upon request, RAP will accept ACH or credit 
card payment. Upon receipt the RAP staff will notify the Applicant of receipt of the 
Application and application fee. 

a. For the Community Input Checklist (included in the Application), documented input 
shall include, but is not limited to, the appropriate Park Advisory Board and/or 
Neighborhood Council, the Council Office in which the park is located, and any 
other affected advisory/user group identified by RAP. The Applicant shall gather 
community input from all applicable parties identified on the Community Input 
Checklist. 

b. In order to prioritize community driven Public Art, RAP will require the Applicant to 
solicit feedback from members of the surrounding community in the creative and 
installation process. Residents in close proximity to the site of the Public Art 
proposal must be allowed to review the initial design of the artwork, while being 
overseen and supervised by the Applicant or the professional artist spearheading 
the artwork. The Applicant should describe how the Public Art will meet the 
community engagement requirement. 

2. The Application must specify a length of installation. In no event shall an Applicant propose 
an installation period of less than 12 months and more than 5 years. 

mailto:rap-publicart@lacity.org
mailto:rap-publicart@lacity.org
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3. The Application must include a written commitment to maintain the Public Art, and specify 
the person or organization responsible for such maintenance. The Applicant must also 
commit to complying with the requirements of this Policy, as amended from time to time.    

4. The Application must include a signed Artist Waiver, which is included in the Application 
(Exhibit B), in order to be considered complete. By signing the Artist Waiver, the Applicant 
agrees that:  

a. RAP reserves the absolute right to immediately change, modify, destroy, remove, 
relocate, move, replace, transport, repair and restore any Public Art, including an 
approved Temporary Installation. 

b. Artist has waived his or her rights of attribution and integrity as may be provided 
for under VARA, CAPA, and any other laws that convey rights of the same nature 
as those conveyed under VARA and CAPA. 
 

5. PMC staff will review the Application according to this Policy. The review process may 
include staff input from the RAP Partnership Division, Operations Branch, Maintenance 
Division, and the City Council Office. The evaluation process may include, but not be 
limited to, analysis of the following: subject matter, proposed location, visual impacts, time-
frame, impact on the park and/or community, materials to be used, project logistics, and 
potential community support or objections. 

6. Upon completion of project evaluation, staff shall present the Application to the Task Force 
for additional discussion, guidance and a Conceptual Approval of the proposed Temporary 
Installation. 

7. The proposed Temporary Installation will be presented to the RAP Board for final 
consideration.  

8. Upon RAP Board approval of the Temporary Installation, RAP Planning staff will issue an 
ROE authorizing the Applicant’s access onto RAP property to perform the installation and 
maintenance within the specified space. Prior to receiving the ROE permit, the Applicant 
must: 

a. Make a payment to RAP in an amount determined by RAP to be sufficient for the 
eventual removal of the installation; 

b. Submit the ROE questionnaire (Exhibit C) to RAP staff, as well as provide a clear 
site map of the requested permit area; 

c. Provide proof of insurance (as detailed in Exhibit D), the amount of which will be 
determined by RAP’s Risk Management section; and 

d. Procure any required permits from the Department of Building Safety, or any other 
governing agency, at the Applicant’s sole expense. 
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9. Upon completion of the Temporary Installation, PMC staff will inspect the installation to 
ensure consistency with Board approval. At least one photograph shall be taken and 
placed in the application file for future reference. 

10. The RAP Board may require that Applicants include an expository plaque, signage, 
brochure, or other educational item that includes information such as the name of the 
artist, the date of installation, purpose of the Temporary Installation, etc., which would be 
the financial responsibility of the Applicant. 
  

IX. City’s Permanent Art Collection 
  
The City’s Permanent Art Collection is managed within the DCA’s Public Art Division. The Public 
Art Division oversees the acquisition of artwork through donation or gift, loaning artwork, 
permission to site artwork on city property, and the subsequent and ongoing care of the City’s 
Permanent Art Collection. The goal of this Collection is to enhance the climate for artistic 
creativity, promote understanding and awareness of the visual arts, and heighten the artistic 
heritage of the City of Los Angeles. 

Several pieces of Public Art on RAP property are part of the City’s Permanent Art Collection, and 
thus, under the purview of DCA. RAP staff should collaborate closely with DCA staff if questions 
arise regarding a specific piece of Public Art on RAP’s property and confirm whether the artwork 
is part of the City’s Permanent Art Collection. If the artwork is under the purview of DCA, any 
maintenance, vandalism, or requests for removal or restoration should be directed to DCA. 
 
For information concerning the process for donating or gifting Public Art to the City’s Permanent 
Art Collection, please contact DCA. It should be noted that RAP Board approval is required for 
any installation on RAP property, and that all approvals are contingent on the acceptance of the 
artwork into the City’s Permanent Art Collection. 
 
X. Procedure for the Removal & Destruction of Public Art on RAP Property  

 
In order for Public Art to be installed on RAP property, the Applicant must submit a Public Art 
Application as well as a signed Artist Waiver. By signing the Artist Waiver, the Applicant agrees 
that, among other things, RAP reserves the absolute right to immediately change, modify, destroy, 
remove, relocate, move, replace, transport, repair and restore the Public Art. 
 
In cases where Public Art was previously installed on RAP property and there is no signed Artist 
Waiver (and one cannot be obtained), the removal of the artwork can be a complicated process. 
For this situation to arise the most common reasons include: 
 

● The artwork was installed without RAP’s approval or knowledge. 
● A previously approved piece of art has undergone significant modifications that deviate 

from the original approved design. 
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● A piece of art that was installed prior to the implementation of the Artist Waiver must be 
removed for a specific reason. 

● RAP accepted donated parkland with existing artwork. 
 

When such circumstances arise, RAP staff will consult with the City Attorney as necessary to 
ensure that the City complies with its obligations under CAPA, VARA, and any other applicable 
laws. 
 
XI. Exhibits 

 
Exhibit A – Public Art Application (Rev. 04/2024) 
Exhibit B – Artist Waiver (Rev. 04/2024) 
Exhibit C – Right-of-Entry Permit Questionnaire (Rev. 04/2024) 
Exhibit D – Submitting Proof of Insurance (Rev. 05/2018) 
 
 
Note: The above Exhibits are subject to change at RAP’s discretion, except the Artist Waiver. 



Artist Name(s): _________________________________________________________

Public Art Application

Art Title/Description:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Proposed Installation Location*: ____________________________________________

Park Name: ___________________________________________________________

ART INSTALLATION INFORMATION

Funding Source:________________________________________________________

Installation Period (12 months to 5 years maximum): ___________________________

THIS APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY PUBLIC ART INSTALLATIONS ON RAP
PROPERTY UNDER THE RAP‘S ADOPTED ART POLICY.

Provide all information requested. Missing, incomplete or inconsistent information
will cause delays. 

All terms in this document are applicable to the singular as well as the plural forms
of such terms.

*Please describe the exact location of the installation within the park. Please provide a site plan, if necessary.
**Per the adopted Art Policy, RAP shall not be responsible for the maintenance of the proposed artwork.

Department of Recreation and Parks

REV. 04/2024 PAGE 1 OF 8

Estimated Cost (Materials, Labor, Insurance, etc):______________________________

ART MAINTENANCE**

Email

Zip CodeCity/State

Phone

Address

Last NameFirst Name

Company
Name

Please provide the name and contact information for the person or entity who will be
responsible for the maintenance of the artwork for the duration of the installation. 

Please list the anti-graffiti product(s) or measures for proposed installation:
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

EXHIBIT A



Public Art Application
Department of Recreation and Parks

Written Narrative (maximum two pages) – in the order they appear below.  Please
address and include a description of the following items: 

Funding Source(s) – Identify all funding sources such as grants, fund-raised monies,
or donations and include whether these funds are committed or proposed. 
Artist Selection Process – How was the artist selected? How many artists were
interviewed/considered? 
Design – How was it derived?  
Community Context – How does the design fit within the existing environment in
terms of size, color, surrounding building types, materials, theme, community culture
or architectural design, etc. 
Production Process – How will the proposed wall/area be prepared?  What type of
medium will be used?  Who will do the actual production – the artist, the artist and
assistants, or the artist and students? 
Maintenance –  Describe the maintenance activities that will be required to maintain
the installation over its lifespan.  
Miscellaneous - If there are circumstances which may further a more complete
understanding of the project, do not hesitate to submit additional information, as this
is the applicant's primary opportunity to clarify and define the project. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

REV. 04/2024 PAGE 2 OF 8



Public Art Application
Department of Recreation and Parks

Written Narrative  continued from previous page (maximum two pages) 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTINUED...

REV. 04/2024 PAGE 3 OF 8



Artist(s) Resume - please be sure the resumes list other past public art projects the
artists have done, with descriptions, locations, and dates of each project.
Relevant Press -  one review (one page maximum) of the artist’s work or the
applicant’s work.
Detailed Sketch and/or Drawing – Colors and details must be accurately indicated
and rendering must be to scale.  Indicate the precise area of the park where the
project is proposed.  Provide a photograph of the proposed location with an overlay of
the proposed project at scale.
 Color Photographs of the Site and Surroundings – Show adjacent buildings,
buildings across the street, and local landmarks that indicate the flavor of the
neighborhood.
Contract with Artist for Installation (if applicable)

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

Public Art Application
Department of Recreation and Parks

Please describe how the proposed art installation will meet the community engagement
requirement described in the Art Policy. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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Park Advisory Board (if applicable): _________________________________________

Contact Information (Name, Email): __________________________________________

Dates & Description of Outreach:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Documentation: ________________________________________________

COMMUNITY INPUT CHECKLIST

Public Art Application
Department of Recreation and Parks

Please provide a description and relevant documentation demonstrating that the applicant
has conducted the required community outreach regarding the proposed art installation.
Attach additional pages if necessary.

Neighborhood Council: __________________________________________________

Contact Information (Name, Email): __________________________________________

Dates & Description of Outreach:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Documentation: ________________________________________________

Council Office: _________________________________________________________

Contact Information (Name, Email): __________________________________________

Dates & Description of Outreach:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Documentation: ________________________________________________

Additional Community Group (if applicable): _________________________________

Contact Information (Name, Email): __________________________________________

Dates & Description of Outreach:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Documentation: ________________________________________________
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Email

Zip CodeCity/State

Phone

Address

Last NameFirst Name

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Company
Name

 Name
(Required)

Email
(Required)

Public Art Application
Department of Recreation and Parks

Email

Zip CodeCity/State

Phone

Address

Last NameFirst Name

ARTIST INFORMATION (USE SEPARATE PAGE IF MULTIPLE)

Company
Name

Same as Applicant Different as Applicant

PRIMARY CONTACT FOR ART APPLICATION
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Public Art Application
Department of Recreation and Parks

ARTIST WAIVER AND LICENSE FOR PUBLIC ART, MURALS,
MONUMENTS, AND PLAQUES (REV. 04/2024)

Waiver of Rights of Attribution and Integrity for Artwork Placed upon City
Property. 

License for Government Purposes

The provisions of this paragraph shall apply to modify Artist’s rights of attribution and integrity as
set forth in the Visual Artists Rights Act, 17 U.S.C. §§106A and 113(d) (“VARA”), the California Art
Preservation Act, Cal. Civil Code §§ 987 and 989 (“CAPA”), and any rights arising under United
States federal or state law or under the laws of another country that convey rights of the same
nature as those conveyed under VARA and CAPA (“Other Laws”), as against the City of Los
Angeles (“City”) and its agents. Artist hereby waives their rights of attribution and integrity as may
be provided for under VARA, CAPA and Other Laws without waiving any other rights of ownership
or other intellectual property rights in the artwork/project identified below, and provided that Artist
shall retain the right to be identified as the author of the artwork/project identified below without
obligating the City to provide attribution. 

Artist represents that there are no outstanding claims against the Artwork described below. Artist
grants the City of Los Angeles, California an irrevocable license to graphically reproduce (through
photography, the internet or otherwise) the image of the Artwork for non-commercial government
(e.g. education, public information, promotion of the arts, etc.) purposes.

In accordance with the waiver set forth above, Artist agrees that the City has the absolute right to
change, modify, destroy, remove, relocate, move, replace, transport, repair or restore the
[describe the artwork/project: mural, sculpture, etc. and medium] (“Artwork”):

Entitled [title of work]:
______________________________________________________________________ 

And located at [identify site, including interior location if applicable]:
______________________________________________________________________ 

In whole or in part, in City’s sole discretion. 

Artist’s Address for Notice:  
______________________________________________________________________ 

Artist bears the sole responsibility for providing the City with any changes to the Artist’s Address
for Notice. Notice of changes must be mailed to the Department of Recreation and Parks,
Planning, Maintenance and Construction Branch, 221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 400, Los Angeles,
CA 90012.  

Artist Signature:_________________________________      Date:_______________

Print Name:______________________________________
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Public Art Application
Department of Recreation and Parks

APPLICANT DECLARATION: A SIGNATURE FROM THE APPLICANT ATTESTING TO THE
FOLLOWING, IS REQUIRED BEFORE THE APPLICATION CAN BE ACCEPTED.

APPLICANT INSTRUCTIONS

A. I hereby certify that the information provided in this application, including renderings and other attachments, is
accurate and correct to the best of my knowledge. Furthermore, should the stated information be found false or
insufficient to fulfill the requirements of the Department of Recreation and Parks, I agree to revise the information
as appropriate and resubmit the application if required.

B. I understand and agree that any report, rendering, map or other information submitted to the City in
furtherance of this application will be treated by the City as public records which may be reviewed by any person
and, if requested, that a copy will be provided by the City to any person upon the payment of its direct costs of
duplication.

C. I understand that the burden of proof to substantiate this request is the responsibility of the applicant.

D. I understand that there is no guarantee, expressed or implied, that any application will be approved. I
understand that each matter must be carefully evaluated and that the resulting recommendation or decision may
be contrary to a position taken or implied in any preliminary discussions.

E. I understand that this application will be reviewed and processed based on the requirements set forth by
RAP’s adopted Art Policy. If the artwork described in this application does not comply with the policies and
guidelines set forth by the Art Policy, then this application will be rejected. If the artwork described in the
application is approved, I agree to comply with any applicable requirements of this Policy, as amended from time
to time, during and after the installation of such artwork.

F. I understand that if this art application is rejected, I am not entitled to a refund of the application fee.

G. I understand that if the art installation described in this application is approved that I will be required to pay an
additional fee to cover any costs associated with the removal of the artwork as determined by RAP prior to the
installation.

H. I affirm and agree that the person or entity identified to maintain the art installation will do so for the duration of
the installation period.

I. I understand that RAP can remove, alter or modify the artwork for any reason at any time.

J. By my signature below, I declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California, that all
statements contained in this application and any accompanying documents are true and correct, with full
knowledge that all statements made in this application are subject to investigation and that any false or dishonest
answer to any question may be grounds for denial of this application.

Application Filing Process:
Electronically: Applications may be submitted via email at rap-publicart@lacity.org.
Via Mail:  Applications and additional attachments can be mailed to the following address: ATTN: Planning
Division, 221 N. Figueroa Street, 4th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90012

The City requires an original or digital signature from the applicant. The applicant’s signature below does
not need to be notarized.

Signature:_______________________________________   Date:___________________________

Print Name:______________________________________
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Public Art Application
Department of Recreation and Parks

ARTIST WAIVER AND LICENSE FOR PUBLIC ART, MURALS,
MONUMENTS, AND PLAQUES (REV. 04/2024)

Waiver of Rights of Attribution and Integrity for Artwork Placed upon City
Property. 

License for Government Purposes

The provisions of this paragraph shall apply to modify Artist’s rights of attribution and integrity as
set forth in the Visual Artists Rights Act, 17 U.S.C. §§106A and 113(d) (“VARA”), the California Art
Preservation Act, Cal. Civil Code §§ 987 and 989 (“CAPA”), and any rights arising under United
States federal or state law or under the laws of another country that convey rights of the same
nature as those conveyed under VARA and CAPA (“Other Laws”), as against the City of Los
Angeles (“City”) and its agents. Artist hereby waives their rights of attribution and integrity as may
be provided for under VARA, CAPA and Other Laws without waiving any other rights of ownership
or other intellectual property rights in the artwork/project identified below, and provided that Artist
shall retain the right to be identified as the author of the artwork/project identified below without
obligating the City to provide attribution. 

Artist represents that there are no outstanding claims against the Artwork described below. Artist
grants the City of Los Angeles, California an irrevocable license to graphically reproduce (through
photography, the internet or otherwise) the image of the Artwork for non-commercial government
(e.g. education, public information, promotion of the arts, etc.) purposes.

In accordance with the waiver set forth above, Artist agrees that the City has the absolute right to
change, modify, destroy, remove, relocate, move, replace, transport, repair or restore the
[describe the artwork/project: mural, sculpture, etc. and medium] (“Artwork”):

Entitled [title of work]:
______________________________________________________________________ 

And located at [identify site, including interior location if applicable]:
______________________________________________________________________ 

In whole or in part, in City’s sole discretion.  

Artist’s Address for Notice:  
______________________________________________________________________ 

Artist bears the sole responsibility for providing the City with any changes to the Artist’s Address
for Notice. Notice of changes must be mailed to the Department of Recreation and Parks,
Planning, Maintenance and Construction Branch, 221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 400, Los Angeles,
CA 90012.  

Artist Signature:_________________________________            Date:_______________

Print Name:______________________________________
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City of Los Angeles 
Department of Recreation and Parks 

Right of Entry (ROE) Questionnaire
PLEASE ALLOW AT LEAST TWO (2) WEEKS TO PROCESS YOUR REQUEST. 

ANY PROJECT OVER A YEAR IN TERM REQUIRES BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARKS COMMISSIONERS’ APPROVAL. 

Name of Person, Company, or Government Agency Requesting 

Permittee Contact Information 
The permittee is the organization conducting the work. In most cases, this would be the contractor. 

Name Title 
Address 
Phone Cell 
Email Other 

ROE Location 
Please attach a site map with the project area clearly marked, including ingress and egress points. 

Park Name 
Park Address 

Project Details 
If you are unsure about your term dates, please provide your best estimate, allowing for a minimum of two 

weeks for processing. Reminder that any term over a year in length requires Board approval 

Term Start Term End 
Times of Operation 
Purpose or Scope of Work 
Include the number of people 
to be on site, number/type of 
vehicles or any other 
machinery. In general, the 
more details provided, the 
better. 

Permittee Insurance 
Contact the City Administrator’s Office (CAO) to process your insurance at KwikComply 

Insured Name 
Policy Number Certificate Approval Number 

EXHIBIT C

https://kwikcomply.org/
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(Rev. 05/18) 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION 
ON COMPLYING WITH CITY INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

(Share this information with your insurance agent or broker) 

1. Agreement/Reference   All evidence of insurance should identify the nature of your business
with the CITY. Clearly show any assigned number of a bid, contract, lease, permit, etc. or give the
project name and the job site or street address to ensure that your submission will be properly
credited. Provide the types of coverage and minimum dollar amounts specified on the
Required Insurance and Minimum Limits sheet (Form Gen. 146) included in your CITY
documents.

2. When to Submit  Normally, no work may begin until a CITY insurance certificate approval
number (“CA number”) has been obtained, so insurance documents should be submitted as early
as practicable. For As-needed Contracts, insurance need not be submitted until a specific job
has been awarded. Design Professionals coverage for new construction work may be submitted
simultaneously with final plans and drawings, but before construction commences.

3. Acceptable Evidence and Approval  Electronic submission is the required method of
submitting your documents. KwikComply is the CITY’s online insurance compliance system and
is designed to make the experience of submitting and retrieving insurance information quick and
easy. The system is designed to be used by insurance brokers and agents as they submit client
insurance certificates directly to the City. It uses the standard insurance industry form known as
the ACORD 25 Certificate of Liability Insurance in electronic format. KwikComply advantages
include standardized, universally accepted forms, paperless approval transactions (24 hours, 7
days per week), and security checks and balances. The easiest and quickest way to obtain
approval of your insurance is to have your insurance broker or agent access KwikComply at
https://kwikcomply.org/ and follow the instructions to register and submit the appropriate proof of
insurance on your behalf.

Contractor must provide City a thirty (30) day notice of cancellation (ten (10) days for non-
payment of premium) AND an Additional Insured Endorsement naming the CITY an additional 
insured completed by your insurance company or its designee. If the policy includes an automatic 
or blanket additional insured endorsement, the Certificate must state the CITY is an automatic or 
blanket additional insured. An endorsement naming the CITY an Additional Named Insured and 
Loss Payee as Its Interests May Appear is required on property policies. All evidence of 
insurance must be authorized by a person with authority to bind coverage, whether that is the 
authorized agent/broker or insurance underwriter.  

Additional Insured Endorsements DO NOT apply to the following: 

• Indication of compliance with statute, such as Workers’ Compensation Law.
• Professional Liability insurance.

Verification of approved insurance and bonds may be obtained by checking KwikComply, the 
CITY’s online insurance compliance system, at https://kwikcomply.org/.  

4. Renewal  When an existing policy is renewed, have your insurance broker or agent submit a
new Acord 25 Certificate or edit the existing Acord 25 Certificate through KwikComply at
https://kwikcomply.org/.

5. Alternative Programs/Self-Insurance  Risk financing mechanisms such as Risk Retention
Groups, Risk Purchasing Groups, off-shore carriers, captive insurance programs and self-
insurance programs are subject to separate approval after the CITY has reviewed the relevant
audited financial statements. To initiate a review of your program, you should complete the

EXHIBIT D
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Applicant’s Declaration of Self Insurance form (http://cao.lacity.org/risk/InsuranceForms.htm) to 
the Office of the City Administrative Officer, Risk Management for consideration. 

6. General Liability insurance covering your operations (and products, where applicable) is
required whenever the CITY is at risk of third-party claims which may arise out of your work or
your presence or special event on City premises. Sexual Misconduct coverage is a required
coverage when the work performed involves minors. Fire Legal Liability is required for persons
occupying a portion of CITY premises. Information on two CITY insurance programs, the
SPARTA program, an optional source of low-cost insurance which meets the most minimum
requirements, and the Special Events Liability Insurance Program, which provides liability
coverage for short-term special events on CITY premises or streets, is available at
(www.2sparta.com), or by calling (800) 420-0555.

7. Automobile Liability insurance is required only when vehicles are used in performing the
work of your Contract or when they are driven off-road on CITY premises; it is not required for
simple commuting unless CITY is paying mileage. However, compliance with California law
requiring auto liability insurance is a contractual requirement.

8. Errors and Omissions coverage will be specified on a project-by-project basis if you are
working as a licensed or other professional. The length of the claims discovery period required
will vary with the circumstances of the individual job.

9. Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability insurance are not required for single- 
person contractors. However, under state law these coverages (or a copy of the state's Consent
To Self Insure) must be provided if you have any employees at any time during the period of this
contract. Contractors with no employees must complete a Request for Waiver of Workers’
Compensation Insurance Requirement (http://cao.lacity.org/risk/InsuranceForms.htm). A Waiver
of Subrogation on the coverage is required only for jobs where your employees are working on
CITY premises under hazardous conditions, e.g., uneven terrain, scaffolding, caustic chemicals,
toxic materials, power tools, etc. The Waiver of Subrogation waives the insurer’s right to recover
(from the CITY) any workers’ compensation paid to an injured employee of the contractor.

10. Property Insurance is required for persons having exclusive use of premises or equipment
owned or controlled by the CITY. Builder’s Risk/Course of Construction is required during
construction projects and should include building materials in transit and stored at the project site.

11. Surety coverage may be required to guarantee performance of work and payment to
vendors and suppliers. A Crime Policy may be required to handle CITY funds or securities, and
under certain other conditions. Specialty coverages may be needed for certain operations. For
assistance in obtaining the CITY required bid, performance and payment surety bonds, please
see the City of Los Angeles Contractor Development and Bond Assistance Program website
address at http://cao.lacity.org/risk/BondAssistanceProgram.pdf or call (213) 258-3000 for more
information.

12. Cyber Liability & Privacy coverage may be required to cover technology services or
products for both liability and property losses that may result when a CITY contractor engages in
various electronic activities, such as selling on the Internet or collecting data within its internal
electronic network. Contractor's policies shall cover liability for a data breach in which the CITY
employees’ and/or CITY customers' confidential or personal information, such as but not limited
to, Social Security or credit card information are exposed or stolen by a hacker or other criminal
who has gained access to the CITY’s or contractor’s electronic network. The policies shall cover a
variety of expenses associated with data breaches, including: notification costs, credit monitoring,
costs to defend claims by state regulators, fines and penalties, and loss resulting from identity
theft. The policies are required to cover liability arising from website media content, as well as
property exposures from: (a) business interruption, (b) data loss/destruction, (c) computer fraud,
(d) funds transfer loss, and (e) cyber extortion.




