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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve the kitchen improvements (Improvements) at the Watts Senior Center proposed
by the Junior League of Los Angeles (JLLA) and further described in this Report and the
scope of work attached hereto as Attachment 2;

2. Accept JLLA’s in-kind donation of the Improvements, valued at approximately
$150,000.00, to the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP), subject to the completion
of the Improvements and pursuant to the post-development inspection by RAP’s Planning,
Maintenance, and Construction Branch (PMC);

3. Approve the proposed donor recognition signage attached hereto as Attachment 1,
consisting of a 18”x24” non-precious metal plaque (Plaque) expressing RAP’s
appreciation to JLLA for its in-kind donation of the Improvements;

4. Authorize PMC to issue a Temporary, Revocable Right of Entry permit (ROE) to JLLA and
their contractors (Contractor) upon approval of the proposed Improvements, allowing
access to Watts Senior Center for the construction, installation, and completion of said
Improvements and installation of the Plaque, subject to the necessary permits being
obtained by Contractor;
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5. Determine that this Board action is categorically exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15301 [Operation, repair, maintenance, 
permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, 
facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no 
expansion of existing or former use] and, Article III, Section 1, Class 1(1) of  City CEQA 
Guidelines, and direct staff to file a notice of exemption with the California Office of Land 
Use and Climate Innovation and the Los Angeles County Clerk;  
 

6. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles 
County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing the NOE; and 
 

7. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections in order to carry out the intent of the 
Board in approving this report. 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Junior League of Los Angeles (JLLA) is an organization of women whose mission is to 
advance women’s leadership for meaningful community impact through volunteer action, 
collaboration, and training. JLLA was originally founded in 1925 as the Convalescent Children’s 
League (CCL), a philanthropic organization that operated and supported a children’s 
convalescent hospital that would later become part of Children's Hospital Los Angeles. In 1926 
CCL joined The Association of Junior Leagues International and rebranded themselves as the 
Junior League of Los Angeles. In anticipation of their centennial anniversary in May 2026, JLLA 
approached the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) with their desire to collaborate with 
RAP to identify spaces within RAP properties located within high-need areas in need of capital 
repairs and improvements to fund and complete projects for the benefit of such communities. This 
collaboration was memorialized through the approval of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
approved by the Board under Report No. 24-079. These projects are funded entirely through 
funds donated to JLLA and performed by RAP-approved contractors under the supervision of 
PMC. 
 
In November 2025, JLLA approached RAP with the request for suggestions of a location that 
could benefit from facility improvements, as their first large scale facility improvements at Green 
Meadows was nearing completion and they were looking to continue to support RAP through an 
in-kind donation of facility improvements. JLLA selected the Watts Senior Center (Center) kitchen 
as the location for their second facility improvement project for RAP from a list of several 
suggested sites. JLLA first became acquainted with the Center and the Center staff and 
participants when a group of their members volunteered at the Center organizing a large storage 
closet to make the space more functional in August 2025. 
 
JLAA’s proposed activities at the Center include the removal of old appliances, countertops, and 
lighting in the kitchen by the RAP-approved licensed contractor hired by JLLA, as well as the 
installation of new commercial grade appliances, stainless steel countertops and backsplashes 
with an integrated stainless steel sink, upper and lower cabinets (collectively, the 
“Improvements”), as further described in the scope of work included herein as Attachment 2. 
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PMC staff will inspect the Improvements after demolition, rough-in, and upon completion will 
perform a post-development inspection. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
 
The proposed Board action consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, 
licensing, or minor alteration of existing public structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or 
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. 
 
The parcel profile retrieved on February 3, 2026 through NavigateLA 
(https://navigatela.lacity.org/navigatela/) shows that the Center is not located within a coastal, 
historic preservation, or flood zone, nor is it in the vicinity of the Alquist-Priolo fault zone. The 
Center is not located within a methane zone. It is located in the liquefaction zone, but its 
implementation will not increase the risks associated with liquefaction, so there is no reasonable 
possibility that the proposed Improvements may impact on an environmental resource of 
hazardous or critical concern or have a significant effect due to unusual circumstances. As of 
February 3, 2026, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) (Geotracker at 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/) and the State Department of Toxic Substances Control 
(DTSC) (Envirostor at https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) have not listed the Center, but have 
listed DTSC Case# 600003304 near the Center (within 1,000 feet). The site is a former dry 
cleaning business, where the long-term dry-cleaning operations onsite are a Recognized 
Environmental Concern (REC). When reviewing the Caltrans Scenic Highway Map, no scenic 
highways are located near the vicinity of the Center. No Historic-Cultural Monuments are located 
at the Center and the Improvements do not pose any risk of impact to historical resources. 
 
As a result of this environmental impact analysis, RAP staff recommends that the Board of 
Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) determines that the proposed Board action is 
categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Article 19, Sections 15301 of California CEQA Guidelines, as well as Article III, 
Section 1, Class 1(1) of the City CEQA Guidelines; RAP staff will file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) 
with the Los Angeles County Clerk and the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
upon the Board’s approval.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
This Board action will have no adverse impact on the RAP General Fund, as JLLA will be paying 
for the renovations in their entirety. 
 
 
This Report was prepared by Melissa Bettis, Management Analyst, Partnership Division. 
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS 
 

1) Proposed Signage 
2) Proposed Scope of Work 
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